
CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO

NEW with all tle dcrgy and lav officers of tlie Churcl in this Colony, by allth rules.adopted by the
ZEALAYD. General Synd. Andt furtlier, that this compact, so entered into by aill the bishops in New Zealand

before the receipt of the Judgnient of the Judicial Conmittee of the Privy Council on petition of
the Bishop of .Natal. was afterwards found to -be in agreement with the following words of that
judgment:-

"The Inited Church of England and Ireland is not a part of the constitution in any colonial
" settlement, nor can its authorities, or those who bear office in it, claim to be recognized by the law
" of the Colony otherwise thian as the nembers of a voluntary association."

Downga 7. That tlis constitution of the Church in New Zealand was framed after careful consideration of
-reet, Feb- a despatch of the Riglit Hlonourable H. Laboucher- to Governor-Generil Sir Edmund Head, Bart.,

Css. ' and in accordance with the followiig suggestion in that despatch:-
"I am aware of the advatages which miglit belono to a scheme under vhich the binding force of

such regulationis slould be simply voluntary.
Juagment Of 8. That Your Majesty's petitioners have accepted and acquiesce in the decision of the Judicial
Ju"i"i cor~ Coinnittee of the Privv Council that the Chureli of England in this Colony " is in the same situation
].rivy Council, " Nwith any other religious body, in no better, but in no worse, position; and the nembers may
Long r. mshoP " adopt, as cthe members of any other communion nay adopt, ruls for enforcing discipline within
of Capetown. " their body, which will be binding on those who eprssly or by implication have assented to

" thein.
Iia. And thev therefore humbly subniit that the judgment of Lord Lyndhurst in the case of Dr. Warren

points ont lie course of procedure in all questions which may arise between any of the members ot
the Anglican churcli i New Zealand, whether bishops, clergy, or laity, who have bound themiselves -
by'volunt ary compact under the authority of the General Synod, viz.:-

1.) That the question be tried and decided according to the rules of the- Synod, as agreed to by
the bishops, clergy, and laity.

Juagment of (2.) That on the petition of either party the Supreme Court of the Colony has authority to inquire
Lordt in-e into "Ithe regularity of the proceedings and the authority of the tribunal, and on those
case of grounds merely " to aflirin or annul the decision.
Dr. Warren. (3.) That from any such decision of the Supreme Court of the Colony an appeal would lie to the

Privy Council uîpon the sanie grounds.
And therefore that the Anglican Church in New Zealand is effectually gùarded against the

Judgment on danger apprehended by the Lords of the Judicial Comittee; viz., that cases might occur in
pétition of the ci -
Bisop of " ch there vould be a denial of justice, and no reniedy for great public incouvenienee and
Natal. mischief," wvithout having recourse to a direct appeal to the Crown in the case of any controversy

sucli as that vhich is presented by the petition of the Bishop of Natal.
August 28, 9. -That the above-recited principle of the civil equality of all religious bodies has been affirned lIy
8 a resolution passed by the House of Representatives in New Zealand.

10. That your Majesty's petitioners humbly express their conviction that the riglit of appointient

zmi I~w . of bisliops in New Zealand is not part of the prerogative of the Crown, inasnuch as all the bishopries
were founded by private efforts, and endowed froi private resources; and further that the assertion
of any such claim may operate as a most serious discouragement to the clergy already in New
Zeahiad, and tend to pirevent other clergymen fron coming out from England, by cutting then off
from alli hope of election to the highest offices of the Church in thi5 Colony.

11. That Your Majesty's petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that all doubts may be removed as
to their status, both ecclesiastical and temporal.

(1.) By the acceptance of the surrender of their Letters Patent now declared to be null
and void.

(2.) By declariug ithe royal manidate under which Your Majesty's petitioners were consecrated to
be mnerely an authority given by the Crovn for the act of consecration, and to have no
further effect or legal consequence.

(3.) By reeognizing the inherent right of the bishops in New Zealand to fill up vacancies in their
own iorder by the consecration of persons clected in conformity vitli the regulations of the
General Synod, without Letters Patent and without royal mandate, in the saine manner as
they have already consecrated a missionary bishop flor the islands in the Western Pacifie,
after communication vith Your Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies,
anîd wvith flic Attorney G encrai of Newv Zealand.

And Your 1ajesty's humble and loyal petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray
(Signed) G. A. NEw Z.&LArD,

June 13, 1865.
H. J. C. CUUISTCUURCu,

July 6, 1865.
EnnUIuD NELSON,

June 21, 1865.
C. J. WELLINGTON,

June 23, 1865.
WILLIAMJ WAIAPU,

June 13, 1865.


