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Frein Erigrant, Fever to the Great Northwtest

The Emigrant Fever

In the year 1849 occurred the failure o~f the Irish patate crop,
which was followed by a pestilence scarcely less formidable than the
plague of' the miiddle ages. The population of' the Emierald Ile is
said te have shrunk frein seven to four and a half millions in that
single year, in se small degree due to emigration, but mainly fron
act.ual famine. How awful the record of anguish, terrer and suffering
ceiuprised in these brief werda i

Well do I remember daily helping groups of fre shly arrived ezigrants
sitting and lying about on Wellington Street and near the Emigrant
Office on the corner eof Scott and Front streets - fearful objects, Most
of thein; young infants reduced to nmre skeletons, their haggard rnothers
vainjy striving to soothe their feeble wailings, the fathers more like
spectres than living men. There was a vacant piece of land opposite my
house, i whbich some slight temporary shelter was provided and rations
of food dealt out to the unhappy creatures, who used te come te my

was among the most active in


