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proved no exception to the rule that agriculture is seldom a favorite occu-
pation with those who can support tlemselves by the precarious life of
fishermen, even if that has its perils.

Illness. Here, too, as everywhere in pioneer life, the women suffered
as much as, if not more than, the men. When sickness came upon them
they endured it patiently, with that kind of meek despair which looks upon
illness either as fate or as the will of the Lord. Fortunately for them,'a
young girl, who had been born on the Island, became at sixteen a skilful
nurse. She was sought from far and near, and taken out at night when
she had to be blindfolded on account of the storms. The description of
one of her visits must be given in her own words, as she told it when she
was eighty-four: -

The Indian's Squaw. "Once I and my husband were abed a
howling night, and I heard a knock. Says 1, 'Jim, I bet that's for me;
get up and see.' And I sorter guessed it was a foreigner. And he came
back and says, 'P..(that's what he called me, short for Parker), it's an
Indian from down on, the Narrows; and he's been for the doctor, and he's
down at Robinson, and won't be fetched 'cause he's having a good time.'
So I got up and dressed and went down with him ; for the squaw's ,skin
was as dear to her husband as a white woman's is to her, and her heart
may be just as good to God. And when I got there I saw two squaws,
and one was all in a heap; and they made eyes at me, and I didn't know
whether it aneant murder or not, only I guessed not. And I says, 'Sister,
what is it?' And she says, her husband tell her 'white doctor no come.
You white woman come and make his squaw live.' So I went to work.
And when all was right, they wanted me to take a blanket and lie down;
but I could no way make believe Indian, so I sits up till morning. Then
the Indian asked me what he should give me; and I told him my gineral
price was three dollars, but whén folks was no better off than I, I turned
in and asked nothin'. And he says, 'We give five dollars if it's a girl,
and three dollars if it's a boy.' 'Well,' I says, 'sure enough it's a boy';
and I come home. And next day he travels down here [to the Pool], and
says me better than man doctor, and wished he could give me twenty
dollars."


