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be the* ork of time. The farmer in doing this lins sèveralobjectWa
keep in view-the nature of the clinate iustbe studid ; !fo itLisba Vll
*stablisled fact that, of all our domesticatedý aniinls none-is s'o uich
effected by cliimateas tL heep-rné so liable to change under its in-
fluence; for we, find that those of the best kinds which thrive weil'enougli
in one country and préserve al] their valuable properties dn being-tbken
*to another, will degeneratéand become ofno value, eëven 'under the
best treatment. This fact has been illustrated ta the-serious-loss of the
sheep farmer iii the Shetland Islands., Formerly there was inthese is-
land a brèed of sheep, of a small size but very celebrated for the pecu.
liarly fine quality of their wool. About tlirty years ago several of-the
landed proprietors in that country'desirous of. improving:their sheep in
weight ofI carcase as vel] as in the fleece, impoited ftoni:England sheep
of a larger size; andendeavoured by .crossing the, breeds ta make, the
wished fbr improvement. Unfortunately the rage for this became too
general throughout the country. The pure brèed vhich was imported
degeneratei in size without linproving in the quality ,of the fleece, and
the cross betweeri them and the pative Shetland sheep fell offboth in
ivool and in carcase. Besides this many distempers to which sleep
are subject but which lad formierly been unknown there,- were introdu-
ced with-these imported; and spread rapidly making sad. lîavock arn-
ong theni. The crossing became general over the: cuntry -froni the
intermixture of the soks, and with it the deteriorating qualities; so
that in less than ten years after the first intoduction of these foreign
breeds, there was only.one small island in which the pure native breed
ivas ta be found.

The fariner after having ascertained by trial the suitableness oftlie
climate for rearing sheep has next to decide upon the kind which vill
be the most profitable. In deciding on this point lie has to keep -two
objects in view namely, the fleece and the enrcaIse. With regard to the'
former he must be regulated by the mnarket h lias for his wool; as
the fleece with the sheep farmer is always'an object of primary consi-

-deration ta the càrcase,: although if both Iveight of fleece and carcase,
can be combined so imucl"the better.

In applying these general principles to the case of the. Canada Far-
mer ; there as one obstacle, nàmely the prohibition against the expor-
tation of sheep from England. Ilow far the liberal :poliey now pursù-
ing towards the colonies may remove this restriction remains ta be seen;
but should it produce this effect; :we hope soon to see adifferent des-
cription of flocks fromi w'hat we have at present-

It is pretty evident that tie wool of the present breed of.our s.ep
vvho are clad more like goats-than any thing else, can never become
an object af exportation ; it is hovever ascertained that' there fs no-
thing in our climaté ta prevent the reariñg of sheep, and wlien wa re-
flect ou the immence quantities af wool which is every year imnported
into England fron foreign countries - w e,should hopï that "the mo-
tlei country will -b inclined ta permit the exportpton af shaep ta this
colory, and thai iii time ve will becomé alle to furpisli her ith a part
of the ivoál f or her inannfhetories.

It has been in gêneral remDarked thàtthe long wintérs of this coln,
try 'ar agaiistt l e growthof fine wool; but as course woôl-is alw'ays


