499 . On théﬂé;ﬁdil?tﬂi'q of Casiade.

be the ‘work of time. -The farmer in doing this -hias severali'c

_keep i yiew—the hatire of the climate must’be studied ; 'fi

‘established fact that, of all our domesticated’ animals -none-

_ effected by climjate as thi= Lheép-—noné:so liable to'change underits in-

fluenice; for we find that those of the best kinds which thrive well enough,

* in-one country and préserve all their valuable properties on being taken

‘to another, will degeneraté~and becomé of ho value,”even under the

best'treatment. This fact hasbeeén illustrated to the serious loss of the

_ . sheep firmer it the Shetland Islands. - Formerly-there was in‘these is-

land a bréeed of sheep, of a small size but. very celebrated for the prci.

liarly fine quality of their wool.© About thirty yéars ago several of the
landed proprietors in that country ‘desirous of improving their sheep in

weight of carcase as well as in the-ficece, imported from’England sheep -
of a larger size ; andendeavoured by -crossing the> bréeds to make, the
wished for improvément. - Unfortunately-the rage for this became:too
general throughaoit thie country.” The pure breed which was imported
- degenerated in'size without improving in the quality .of the fieece, and
the cross between them and the pative Shetland sheep fell off both in
wool and in carcase. ' Besides ‘this many distempers to which ‘sheep
are subject but' which had formerly been unknown there, were introdu-
ced with-these imported ;” and spread rapidly’ making sad -haveck am-
ong theny. The crossing became general over the country -from the
intermixture of the flocks, and with it the deteriorating  qualities; so

that in less than ten years after-the first intoduction of these foreign -

- breeds, there was ox;ly .one small island in which the pure native breed -

was to be found, R PR : :

The farmer after having ascertained by trial the suitableness of the -
climate for rearing sheep has next to decide upon the kind which will
be the most profitable. - In deciding on this point lie has to keep two
objects in view namely, the fleece and the carcgse. With regard to the'
former he must be regulated by the” market- lie'has’ for his wool; as
the fieece with the-sheep farmer is'always an “object of primary consi- .

" deration to the carcase, although if both iveight of flccce and carcase,

“can be combined so much the better. U - Y eio.e

" In applying. these general principles to the ease of the Canada Far-
mer ; there is one obstacle, namely the prohibition against the éxpor-
tation of sheep from England. How far the liberal :pelicy now pursi- |
ing towards the colonies may remove this restriction remains to be seen; -
but should it produce this effect ; we hope soon to $ee a'different des-
cription of flocks from what we have at present- < 7% "

It is pretty evident that the *wool of the present breed of our sheep
awho are clad more like goatsmhan‘gny thing else,  can never ‘hecome
an object of exportation ;' it is however ascertained that”there is no-
thing in our climate to prevent the rearing of sheep,’and. when-we re-

flect on the immence quantities of wool which is every gieur -imported
into England " from foreign countries” we should hope that the ‘mo-
ther country will- be inclined to permit the exportation of'sheép to this .
“colony, and that in time we will become able to furnish her with a'part -

‘of the wool for ber mannfaetories: i e v by
“It'has béen’ in géneral remarked that the long: winters of this coln
try-aré apgainst t he growth'of fine 'wool ;"but as course ‘wool'is alwuys




