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deris'ed fromn it. IIow reluctantly slue tookz this stop is proved by the
dignifled remniListranice adclrcssed by the rrsung..li Yainen (Foreign Board)
of China to thie British 'Miinister at P'ekziiin 18lS9, in iluich England
was cntreated to join vitIu Chinla in joint mensures for the total suppres-
sion of the poppy culture and opium manuifacture iii both India and China.
To this document no reply lias ever yet been vouiehis'fed.

The fllrst leader of the novement -%as the g1ood, ]arl of Shaftesbury
In 1843, while stili a meniber of the flouse of Coimunions, and in 1859,
after lus succession te the peerage, lie brouglit forward motions in Par-
liamient attackzin- the trafic. Thle first iîarlilincntary division on the
subject vas takeni in 1870 by Sir Wilfrid Lawsoni, neov so, well knoiwn as
tue leader of the teînperance, party iii the British flouse of Coinmons.
Ris attack ivas repulsed by 151 te 47 votes. Froin that tâne onward the
agitation lias beenl continuouisly Izelit up. In 18714 wvas foruned the Society
for the Suppressionî cf the Opiumii Tradle, Nvitlu Lord Shaftesbury as its first
president, and for its parliamientary3 leader Sir Josepli Pense, a mnember of
the Quakiter faiiily which is inseparably connccted witlu the narne of George
Stephenson axud the early history of railway enterprisi, anîd himiself at the
present timie chairiiian of one of our great E tglishi railways, thc North
Eastern. Otiier organizations hlave since, been formied ivitlî siunilar objeets.

Ini 1885 the movenment ivon its flrst victory in the settliment of the
long-standingy dificulty %vith readte the opium clauses of the Cbcfoo
Convention. Tlhis settlcînent, under %vlicel tue Cliinese Governinent ob-
tained a grently iineced sharc cf the profits derivcd froua Indian opium
iniported into China, proved a barren victory for thc friends of morality,
as the deerease iii rhc iimnport of Indian opium lias beexu but smahl, and lias
beeuu far more thuan miade ni> by the inecascd production iii China itself.
It bas, howcvver, grreatly diîninishied thic profits obtaiined by the Indian
Governmcnt fromn the trade, iii opium, and maizy thus have an important
bearing o11 thte ultiniate issue of the agitation.

In 1801 thue ileuse of Communs virtualy adoptcd, by a xnajority of
161 te 130, Sir Joseph IPcase'.- motion dcclaring- " the systern Uy wielic
the Indian opium revenue is raised" te be "' iiorahIly indefensible.' This
vote led te somne conessions by the lBritlsli Governmienît, xnainly with re-
gard te, the ineceasing consuiiiption of opiumn in Inidia itself. This side
of the question hiad recently comec into promninence ;and there was onflv
too mmmcli reasLon te fear thiat an unscrupulous and iniluential section of
the lIndian <iovenment ivere desirous of stimulating, the consump1tion cf

opium in ii Inia in ordcr to comipenisate for the loss of profits from, tuie
China trade. Even tUic modicun of rcforin annoinnccd in the flouse, of
('emnions wus very iimpe-rfectly carrizd out in India.

In the autiiiiu of 1892> as the resuiit cf Uic gencral eleetion cf thait
year, Mr. Gladstone's last administration caie into peiwer. Most of ]lis
colleagues in the Ileuse of Commuons hiad votcd with Sir Josephi Peise
in the division cf the previens veur ; anid anu enrly appeal wvas mnade to able
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