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A prospectors' outtit iistuilly consiste
of* a prospeetors' pick and a simili axe,
at pair of hiankets, a tent, a fryilg xinii
andl ,nd provisions fl conden-

se lrm, sucli as bacon and beans,
flou r, molasses, ton, and canned goods,
etc. Conditions of tine, distanee,
character of' country, accessibility of'
supplies andi so on detoriannie the sie
or the outllt. A prospector nsually
-packs" frorn 50 to 75 poutids on1 bis

hack. Such a lifé dei < nt prevent
aiiy royal road ta richie;, but like
many other ardueuts callings îvhen
once entored upon is liard to relinquishi
and an old pro3pecter looks te a couple
of' ninths in tho meountains caei year.
ii the saine %Vay as ait actor doc.s un ant
:ulinual touring. It lias its faseiiia-
tions, and overy man, no inatter wlîat
lus experienco lias been or discourage-
ients, expecte to "lstrike it ricli" sointi

<ta .
Fow nmen lit a iining district, but

lias a claiiîî to which lie f'endly lookb
te niake a fortune for flmin as soon as a
rallway coules in, or soirnethliî,& cisc
hiappens wivucli is sure to corne about.
Evcry mani Jack of Iiinîi wili tell! yen
hoe lias the boat dlaim ii the district.
Soute figuratively spcaiking sit dowNv
by it and wvait for a coapit;alist to coine
along and pay in hl 'is price. Ife ivill
stay tiiere until aie gets it, wlîîch is
ustnally a long timie, vcry often nover.
Othors oithoer barter thun away at a
nominal pric for prosemit necessities
aud go oui searcliing or lot thieîî drop
as a plaything wvhil lias scrved its
terni of pleasurabie prospects. A fcw
cornparatîvely speakiiîg <To tic sensi-
ble tlîing and develop their claims as
l'ar ais their metns will permit and
thon selliug or giving an intercst to
soine person with menus cnoughi to
prove the value anîd perinanecy of
the lead. A rié l "strike " is the dis-
covery of a vein or deposit of ricli
surface sheowing, -%vhieh usually tlnds

rcady bonder if nlot a purcluaser.
Essentially the business is a lottcry

-one full ôf anticipations atnd big
chiances, interiningied wvith inumncerouts
disa.ipoitiinents. To go into it te
succeed a maxi rcquircs slîrcwdncss,
nerve, gooti judgîncent and sonie capi-
tal. Experience is a great factor.
Mille as a class the Aincrican mining
I*raternity is chiaracterized. by a com-
uîîendable nio>'ale, there are xnany wlio
aire tluerýoaiîly uiertpulous and cou-
sceieeléss. No Othier caflhig lias becal
productive of more trickery. L t isî
against thâ,t cla,49 of inexà that; inves-
tors nmuet be- on thieir guard, becausé
the -ptirsuit ise one abô,ýc ail others
wvherein appe arances uuay bo deeèiv-
ing. Such. mou, Ilke the profeîsionai
liersetrader, iixay lie i n oilier respeéts
(fuite honorable 'but will déliberately
let you in on a iiining deiT. It is
like ali instinct,

Prospecting for places isi detericie
by "lcolors of golti" obtaineci fi a
prospeetlng pan. Vein iatter le iiudi-
iiited by the cliaracter of' "float," or
surface rock, diffécrent imieraIs beiîug
v'ariously deteriiiiii i tlîis wvaN . A
prospector, tlxough lie may bo ii ixo
semiso a miiiieralogist or mietallurgist
becoines very expert aîîd for practical
purposes mnay oftcîî bc î'elicd upoii to
a greater exteiît thian the scieuxtifie
expert, thougli of course the manx -vith
tlîe scientifle acc1niremnts addcd to
local experience is by far the botter
off.

Soine cutrious tlixds, utîmer tlix min-
craie, are oftenma zîde by prespeetorb.
Sone straxîge relices of mnan flound
uvhere liitait beitîga w'ere iever sup.
posed to have beexu. A peculiar mId
xvas mnate on the suiiîuinit of the Slocan
mnloulitaiuîs tlîis surtimer, bcixîg a biand-.
somieiy houti copy of thie BJible, Nvith
the ivorde prcsented by G. W. lRa-
sure, cowboy eviingelist," ne otller
naine appoareti. lt ixat lain under the
sîoxv ail uinter axxd liad evideîîtly been
lest by one of tle early discoverers last
fnl 1.

THE SLOOAN COUNTRY.
Fndl. ihich creatuea reai

citenieîlt and a -iiniiig
bomii.

Prior to Septemiber of Inet; year the
existancè of mineraIs ii the Slocaxi
district w~as iiiercly a conjecture. l
le saîd noiv tlîat tiîis, that andi the oth-
or 0110 knew of the galena lcdges
whicli have oxcitcd se mucli attention,
but tîtere is ne writtcn record of ans'
sueli kmowledge. Golti ceiimrissiener
Fitz.Stubbs says iii his report that the
existanc of minerals ii tliis region
liat beeiî kxxown f'or 3-cars. Tite mines,
lie says, appears ta be in tîc liimnesteime
boit whicli Dr. Dawsonx notlccd as
rulniing sotlî.easterly t'roin about tluc
foot of Upper Arroxv Lake. Hlowcver,
tluat; nay bc, Dr. Dawson in Ixono of lus
reports miakes aîy miention of'iminerails
ini the viciniity or Slocau Latke, or eveii
liints at any knovlcdtge of Sncll, al-
Uiouigl as Uic mîap attaciieti to luis re-
port of 1881) shiow., thc general char-
acter of the district wvas uxot; unknown
to Iiimi. Alid it wxas flot uintil J. L
Scatomi andi El! Carpenter mande tlîe dis-
covery in Septciîiber last tiîat any at-
tention ivas directeti to it., aitheugl the
country ail up anti dowa tc lakes and
the Lardcau nortiî of it huat beemi pros-
poèteti for years.

They locateti a claii mîcar Carpenter
Crck and camne out t;a get supplies
andi assistance. Lt w;xs ,anderstooti that
these discoeorers liat agreeti te sliare
equaily in aIl fiuxds, but thîje ivas dis.
claimed by Ehi Carpexîter, wlîo ivas the
pioncer of the district anti a guide. It

Waas as8certaijîcti, se it WIrs sai(l, tinit lie
liati shuaken fils partnr anti iras îvork.
ing witli othmer parties. At aIl eveuits
tliere iras a inistundcrstaîiding botweeuî
thie twvo, aiîd Seaton organizeti a party
known as the "Noble leive,." censistiiîg
of J. L. Scaton, W. P. Ilentiessy, J. (J.
MceGiiîgaii, F. W. Flint andi J. J. Ili-
nossy, whli starteti lat anti matie
the discovcry 0f the Noble Five grong
oui the suiimiit ef thie divide betwoeen
Keotenay Lakex andi Siocxu Lake, wirîelt
-ire named as follows: Mande E, Wrorltis
Fair, Boîmanza Kinîg, Knoxvlle ani
Noble Five.

Tliese velus are rcry ri.Lî axut if
surface inudications are auiy criteriout
of tîme wealth of the Ictigesa 't ley go
down it untioubtedly is anc et the richu.
est Icati anti silver camîps on the con-
tiuient. Twenty assaye ixntie rîtai I
tlue îvay froi 20 te 2,000 ouneos pot,
toit in silver, tlîe average boing q,175.
Tite widti of' the Ictige is front. 6 ta 8
feet. A unineralized letigo lias beeiî
uncevereti î'arying froin 12 te 25 feet
fi width. 0f course tlîis xuxust neot bc
rnistakuu for sohid ore, whiich wouhld
bc plienienal, but iesnring be-
tweexi the ivalls of the letige, and lit
wirucl, ii what le known as Ictige mîat-
ter', are omie or, more ii veins of'
seliti galcîîa

The argentiferous galena, le of Uîree
kinds.--coarse cube, steel aad. vavy
galeuia. Coarse cube is tlîe predomin.i
:îtimg or-e lat thiese fintis andi a peculiar.
ity of thue mninerailihdt ta wvIicli these
dlaims belemîg ie that wliilc lu týe
Cour d'Alene anti other mining dis-
tr'icts south of tlîe lino coarse cube ga-
lemua le invarlabhy low grade, imumedi.
ately north of tleolino ln the Koetenay
Laike district it almost is invariably
at high grade orc.

TirE EFFECT OF' THE SLocAN; Dis-
COVERY.

The nevi of thîcce finds spread like
%vild lire andi sean prospeetors camie
pouring ii, titaugli late ln the season,
andi tue result wvas an exe.îteinAnt
îvhieli luat flot been equalleti li
British Coluribi sinlet the suarly

ininig days. Net only tluat, but
the discoveries-led te most inmportant
Irecits both as te governrnent. and te
railway policy andt brought te the no-
tice of. tie outside ivorld the -resources
of. the Kootemuay country in a more
emphatic mnannuer than anytbing that
lmad as yet occurreti. .-

-Sloeauîi lias been the. prevailing taik
ci-er silice anîong mining mon; Pros-
pecters wvent in andi remnitined .àhl win-
terand a numuber of %viat; le calheti sxxow
dcaims were recortiet, tlîat is, the
stakoe were put into the 5110w on
"spec" ta -hoiti. until epring opened.

The attention of storekeepers, packers
steamboat andi railway mon and specu'-
Inters, as wel as uuiners andi prospee


