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- s ol 1 o Future,!” of universnl intorest in
these days when tho labor quastion is being
agitnted all over tho world; * Prosper
wérimde's Lellres @ une Inconnug,”™ which
have created such an extrarrdinary sousn.
tion in Taris; * Russinn Songs nnd Folle

‘I'ntos, illustrating Sclavonio Mythology ant

Russinn Socinl Lifo, and * The Diliculties
of the Liberal Party.”

VON MOLTKE ON WAR AND PEAVE.

A great English nrtist has painted two -
- well-known.comp+nivn pictures ontitled vs
spectirely, * War' and ** Peaco,” .In.the.
ane, w traopor lies dead by his dying horse
on n battlofield, and the sceue suggests the
awlul refrain that rang in the ears of the
moriallyswounded Marmion— '
* fn the lost:battie, horne down by the ying:
Whore mningles war's ruttles with groans of the
dyluygt
In tho other, a lamb on. an upland pasture
licks the mouth of un old, rusty,dismounted
cannon, while childven play sround, and we
ingensibly racall the mysterivus words of the
gacreld prophet respecting an era in tho dise
tant future, when “men.shall learn wae no-
more.”t  Small wender is it wdeo! thit
someo welltneaning enthusiists should de-
sire 10 husten the advent of that happy time
by advocuting & general disurmement of
the nations il » recourse to internationul
arbitration,  Last summmer in the blazing
daog-days,whev members of Darlinnient,enger
forthe moor and the loch,are apt to shun the
stiling halls of St. Siephen, alr, Richard got
a small House t2 endarse such peaceful and
mpracticuble views; but everybody felt
that the niotion, which in effect recommend:
ed that the millenium be rung in as sonn
as possible, was n birron furce, and peopls
ware heard to remark howVondoltke woulil
smile at the whole proceoding. Probubly he
did ; but yet it appears the:German field
marshal sympathises with the feclinga which
prompt the policy of the Poace Society, In
the remarkablo speegh which lhe ad:
dressed to the German Reuichstag upon
theArmy Bill he observed :—* The desive to
economise the great sums that ure yearly
disbursed for military purposes,and to hand
them over to the tax-puyers to bo expended
on penceful oljacts, is certainly a most
laudable one.  Who would not wish it?
Wiio does not ¢icture to himself how much
might be dun. with the money "’ Aund yet
what was the burden of Von Moltke's
spaech?  Simply the old maxim—8i vis pe
cem, para bellum. ‘I'hat 1n the semote futuio
a tune might como when international dur-
terences-might be pencoably sottled, the fietd
marshal did ngt deny ; but 1. the metn
i3 time—for several goneritions ac laast—the
B dogma must bo accepted ¥ botween State
M sud State, there is no arbiter but power. e
B8 did not sav ¢ the sword,’’ but ¢ power'’; by
B which, of course, however, ho meant
B} the power of using the sword,—
B Naw, Vou Moltke has earned a right to
8 speak with authority on this matter, for
B he is not merely an able general—one whose
wword .zud whoso bramn nre at his coun
try's servico when she réquires them to be
used id tho field—but he is oune of the
BB greatest mnasters of the whole art ofwar
I which the world has ever seen A3 such, ho
knows right wéll tho-inlernational condi:
tioas which lead to acommencement of hag-
ulitics, and those which tond to a mhinten~
14 auca of peace, In aword, ho is a Statesman
3R a3 well as a soldier ; and 1L is by deep study
P of this kind—by researches which embraco
8 both war and politics— that Germany has
attainad  that position us a military
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Moltke and his collengties, by their success,
in the Feranco German war, strikingly tllu
steated the truth of whit Colonel Hamley
propounds as ¢ the morl"' of his valuable
bnnk an “Thoe Operations of War,” nnmoly,
*‘T'hnt the ennditions of success aro attnin-
able and cipble of demonstr.ation ; that the
preparation of study nud thought is essen.
tinl to success in wax; and that hemg thus
prepared, a leader, in order to achieve the
most uctable auccess, heed not bhe gifted
with ingpiration, but only with the more ap-
preciable, though still re, combinntion of
sound sense, clear insight and resolution.’”’
‘'ho opiniona of such a mm on warand
peace wmust thereforo unuestionably be
listened to with deferences. Some, indeed.
may peihaps be inclined to think that one
swho:has boen 1 mnn of war from his youth
muget Jook with an eye of fuvouran the prac.
tico of bis profession, and must naturally
feel disposed to duprecato internationalarb
itration, a candstion af utfuivs under which,
like Othello ho would have tosay * farewell’’
to the “ big wars that make abition virtue,”
aml sndly adinit that bis occupation)was now
indead gone. But we do not think thet so
much allowance is to be mide for a fealing
of thja kind ns might nt first sight be sup-
posed. For Von Moltke is o veteran who
has won his spurs—or rather we should sayy
his baton—who can therefore nfford to let
his sword hang vusting on the wall, and gave
us his candid opinion about what hus been
the business of hia lile; and so we believe
that hie is peaking his true sentiments when
he axys that * arinies argstupid and wasteful
things,except when they procuresnd defend
the peuce ot a countyy.”

But, as #a crooked figure may attestin
little place o miltion,’* s0 that small word,
“ axcopt,” was Von Multka's excuse for as
king the German Parliament to maintain s
standing army of 401,000 men. not to speak
af tho reserves.- and Landwehr, the Land.
sturm, and so forth—reckoning which, the
North Gerorin Confederation will, under the
new Army Bill, be able to put about two
millions of men into the field. ¢ For,” shys
the field-Marshal, * the results which we
havo gincd m hall a year of war we may
have to guard for half a-century with our
army.’ Doubtless he iz vight; for. un-
questionably there is in France a deep
smouldering craviug for revengo which it 1s
to be feared will break ouy sooner or later,
despite the fuct that the great mnjority of
the people in that country are—just at pro-
sent—painfully convinced of the necassity
of mnintaining peace. And the French
Government. by tho magaifude of their
schemes of military reorginisation, seem to
ve determined that if & wave of popular
passion precipitate another trial of strenglh
with Germiny, the Army shall be found
better prepared thanon the last occasion,
indeed, in view of tho warlike preparations
going on in Keanco—* our interesting neiyh.
bour,” as Von XNoltke with grim humour
calls hef—there seemns to be no option but
for ‘Germany to endorse, #8 she doubtless
will, the concluding wards of the Field Mar-
shal, which, wero in effect as follows: -
“ We must notonly keep tho peace our-
selves, bat we must make it binding upon
others, snd show the world that & powgrful
Uermnny in the centre of the Continent i3
the best garantes for'the peaco of Europe.
Lf, however, wo areto bind others over to
koop tho peace,we must bave a strong Army
ready for war.”

And while such is the_state of affairs on
the Continent, it is obviously useless for
Bagland to igaore the action of the other

o power which she wnow holds, Von

great Powers. Far be it from us to contem-
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ptato u callision with the hosts of either
Feance or Germany, but howover much wo
may desira to hald aloof from Coutinontal
compligations, we must at least aceept the
nuxim that it is only “when a strong man
armed keepeth his house™ that ¢ his goods
are in peace.” Accordingly, in order that
our comterco and our induairy may flourish
und developa in security. it is essentin} fop
us3 to maintuin « Navy and an Army capable
of defending their interests. ‘Those who
coungel reduction in our armaments would
do well to lay to heart o principle laid
down by Von Moltke, to tho eftect that
** the muin rensan for miintaining officient
establishments in timo of peace is that avery
diminution of effective strength extends fts
consequences to a period whon we know
not whether we shall be at war or at peace.’

—DBroad rrow.

‘The flon. John M. Francis, late Miuister
to Greece, wiites in his papor, the 7oy
Zlimes, about the drinking habits of Europe.
e says that in France, Italy, Spain, Ger-
many, and Greece, whore the consumption
of wine is very graat,there is far less drunk-
enness thwn in Great Britain -or the United
Swutes, Ilts opinion is that the substitu-
tion of mild wine for the whiskey so gene-
rally drank here would be a reformatory
agetisy n  checking intemperance, The
result of his personal observations in Spain
was that wine shops met him at every turp,
but he rarely saw a drunken man. Outside
of English and American colonists he
knew. of very litlle drunkeunness in Paris;
In Germany he witnessed a tremenduous
flow of Inger, but believes the proportion-of
confirmed incbriates there does not equal
one to twenty.of the same class hete. -In
Russin a liquor stronger than our worst
whiskey is used with bad results, and’ in
Groat Brituin the evil somewhat spproaches
its extent in the Uuited States. Glasgow
was the most drunken city he saw abroad.

1t appears that when the canvass was go.
ing on io tho region of Lander in Berwick-
shire, a voter pledged to the Tory candidate
was asked il he knew the meaning of-Con®
servative.”  * Oh yes,” he replied, *that’s
a thing for preserving flowers ; there's one
ut Thirlestane Custle,”

Reports in regard to Prince Bismarck's
illess are discouraging. Tho patientisina
state of great prostiration.

The Emperor Francis Joseph will wisit
Naples, when he will.meet.the King of Italy
and accompany him to Turin.

Tho poet Longfellow pruposes tospend
the summer in Canuda, e arrived at Ham:
itton on tho 213t inst. .

‘The Ilouso of Comimons has passed the
little il for the Ashantee expedition—four
millions of dollars.

Mr.Disraeli hing refused to receivo a dopu.
tation who desired tourge the pardon of the
Fenim convicts,

{t cost tho United States Government
about $153.000 to furnish tobacco to the ar-
my last year,



