THE CANADA PRESBYTES‘A‘N.

491

e

exhaution, {rom which she did not wake till the follawing
morning.

But the respite from that most depressing of all suffering,
mental trouble, had given her a chance, and her healthful
nature began to recover,

She wasagirl of too much force and character to succumb
Jong to ln’y misfortune ; and, as she said to her aunt, she
meant to fight this battle.out to some kind of a solution,

To the surprise of every one, sheappeared at the break-
fast-table, very pale, but quict, and perfectly sell-possessed.
‘There was a diguity and decision in her bearing, however,
which would make even Mis, Marchmont hesitate hefore
she *“meddled ” again. De Forrest was half afraid of her,
and began to realize that she was not the gisl he brought to
the countey but & few weeks since.

After breakfast, she dismissed Hel, by saying plainly, that
she wished to bealone and then sat down, and, for the
first time, tried to clearly understand the situation. It grew
more and more evident how desperately against her were
appearances. She had been false at first, and, in a certan
sense, nust appear false to the last, in that she had not told
him the truth,  Besides, just when and how she had become
in carnest she could not remember. The poor girl was

reatly discouraged, and again gave way to tears, as if her
ﬁeaxt would break,

But in the midst of her sore trouble, like a flash of genial
light, came the thought, ‘*1f Mr. Hemstead will never look
at me again. there is Onc who will,” and she sprang up,
and having found a Bible, turned again to its shartest text,
remembering, with a quick sob, how she had first discovered
it.  With almost the ﬁistinclncss and seality of actual pres-
ence, there rose up before her mind One who, with bowed
head, wept with wen for men.  Every tear of sympathy ap-

red to fall on her bruised heart ; and hope, that she be-
ieved dead, began to revive. She just clung to one simple
thought : *' He feels sorry fur me ;" and it comforted her.,

Then she began to turn the leaves back and forth to find
places where Jesus showed kindness and forgave, and she
soon found that this was His life~His work in whiche He
never wearied—kindness to all, forgiveness for all.  ‘Then
the thought stole into her heart as the dove brought the
¢ olive leal " from across a dreary waste, ““If Mr. Hemstead
is like his Master he will forgive me.” Hope now grew strong
and steadily, and the impulsive, demonstiative girl kissck
the little Book, pressed it to her heart, and caressed it as if
it wete a thing of life.

She got out her portfolio and wrote :

¢ Mr. Hemstead, 1 sincercly ask your forgiveness for my
folly, which you cannot condemn as severely as 1 do,
Though unworthy, indéed, of your friendship and esteem,
can you believe that I am not #ow the weak, wicked crea-
ture that I was when we first met? But 1 have not the
courage to plead my own cause. 1 know that both facts
and appcarances ate against me. I can only ask you, Who
told His disciples to forgive each other, *seventy times
seven '?

 Yours, in sorrow and regret,
“LoTTiz MARSDEN."

41 have now done the best I can,” she said, * The issue
‘is in God's hands.”

At the dinncr-table she again perplexed the mystified
household, They, in their natrrow worldliness, had no key
to such a problem as Lottic Marsdi'n had becomne. She was

tleness itsclf. The mystic tear- falling from Divine eyes

melted away all coldness an‘l hardness, and the touch
of her wotds and manner, if we may so speak, had in it a
kindliness and repard for others to which even the most
callous respond.  Patient sclf-forgetfulness is the most God-
like and the most winning of all the graces.

After dinner, Mr. Dimmerly shuffied away by himself,
with a sound between a sniffie and his old chuckle, mutter-
ing, ‘I don't believe it's * stopped,’ after all. Any way, I
wish she were going to be 2 home-missionary in my home.”

Lottie went with Dan again to the poad, and then to the
“fallen tree;” but she found no other tryst there, save
mcm;niies. that, in view of what had happened, were very

inful.
p:Aftct her return, she no longer shunned the others, but
sat down and talked quictly with them, as multitudes of men
and women are doing daily, giving nasign that in the mean.
time they are paticntly watching at the sepulchre of a buried
hope, which may, or may not, rise again.

As with Lottic at first, s0 with Hemstead, the word
* false™ seemed 10 have the malignant power to quench hope
and happiness.  If it is faith that saves, it would scem that
it is its opposite—distrust—that most quickly destroys. In
no way can we deal more fatal and ruinous blows than to
deceive those who trust us.

And lHemstead felt, at first, that he had been deccived
and trified with, in all that was sacred. For hours, both
faith and reasou recled in passion, that grew and raged in
the stiong man's breast, like a tropical storm.  He plunged
into the streets, ciowded with his unknawn, uncaring fellow
creatures, as he would lose himself in the depths of a lonely
forest, and walked hour after hour, he knew not and cared
not whither. .

T"’°.::3.“h“ pursued him like goading phantoms,—{alse

At last, whea the frenzy left him, weak and exhausted, he
found himself near a large hotel, and he went in and slept
almost as the dead sleep,

In his case also sleep proved ‘ pature’s sweet restorer.”
Ia the moing faith and reason sat together ont their throne,
and he recognized the duty that whatever the trath might be,
he must act the part of 2 man and a Christian,

He sat down at last and calmly tried to disentagle the web,
Second thoughts t wiset j t, for, after going
over every day and hour of his acquamntance with Lottie, he
could scatcely resist the conclusion that if she had lbegun in
falschood she was ending in trath. _I( she, in all her words
and manner, had been only acting, he cnuld never trust his
wenges again of be able to distinguish between the hollow
and the real.

Hour after hour he sat and thought. He held a solemn
aseize within his own breast and marshalled all he could re-
member a8 withesees for and agaiaet her.  Much in her con-

duct that at first had pueeled, now grew clear in view of her
Eurpme to victimize him, and even as late as Christmas eve

e remembeted huw her use of the word * comedy *' had
jarred unpleasantly upon his ear.  But on the other hand
there seemed even more conclusive evidence that she had
gradually ﬁrown sincere, and come to mean all she said and
did, Could the colourthat came and went like light from an
inner flame—could tears that seemed to come more from her
heart than eyes—could words that had sounded so true and
womanly, and that had ofien dwelt on the most sacred
themes be only simwulated ?

“1f s0,” he groaned, * then there are only two in the
wide universe that I can ever tiust—God and mother."

Moreover, in her teial, Lottie had an eloquent advocate to
whom even deliberate reason appeared only too ready to

‘lend an attentive cat—the student’s heart.

. Therefore she finally received a better vindication than
the Scotch verdiet ** not proven,” and the young man began
to bitterly condemn himself for having left so hastily, and
before Lottie had time to explain and defend herelf,

His first impulse was to go back at once and give her an-
other hearing.

But alinost before he was aware, he found a new culprit
brought to the bar for judgment—himself.

If the trial, just completed, had failed to prove Lottie’s
uill, it had most conclusively shown hum hislove. e saw
ow it had developed and grown while he was blind to its

existence. 1le saw that his wild agony of the preceding
day wasnot over felschood and deception n the abstract,
but over the supposed falschood of 2 woman whom he had
come to love ashis own soul. And even now he was exult-
ing in the hope that she might have passed as unconsciously
as himself, into like sweet thraldom.  In the belief of her
truthfulness, how else could he interpret her glances, tones,
actions, and cven plainly-spoken words?

But the flame of hope that had burned higher and bright-
cr, gradually sank down again as he recalled his aunt's
words, ¢ How is all this sentiment to end 2—in only senti-
ment 2"

He remembered his chosen calling. Could he ask this
child of Juxury to go with him tothe far West and share his
life of toilsome puvation? He had long felt that the work
of a missionary was his vocation. She had never had any
such feeling., He recalled her words, spoken but yesterday,
it scemed : ** Do you imagine that any nice gisl will go out
with you among the border ruffians?”

‘That is the way it appeared to her then. If such a thin
were possible, that she had become attached to him, waul
it not be an unfair and almost a mean thing to take advantage
of her affection, and, by means of it, commit her to a life
for which she was unfitted, and which might become
almost a mantyrdom. The change from her luxurious
home to frontieslife would be 100 great.  If she had
felt called of God to such a work—if she laid herself as
a sacrifice upon the Divine Altar, that would be very differ-
ent, for the Master would give no task without imparting
strength and patience for its fulfilment. Besides, He had
Heaven to givein retumn.

But his unselfish manhood told him plainly that he, Frank
Hemstead, had no sight to ask any such sacrifice.

Incidentally, Lottie had mentioned the number of herresi.
dence, and hie hastily went up Fifth Avenue, and saw her
palace of a home. Every stone in the stately abode seemed
part of the barrier between them.

An elegant carriage, with liveried coachman and footman
came around to the entrance, and a lady, who had Lotiie’s
features, only they had grown rigid with pride and age, en-
tered it, and was driven away. As hesaw her stately bear-
ing, and the pomp and show of her life, he could almost
belicve his aunt, that this proud woman nf the world would
rather bury the daughter of whom she expected so much
than marsy her to an obscure home missionary.

11is heart giew heavy as lead, and he groaned : *¢ Even if
she loves me ] havelost her.”

Then came the supreme temptation of his life. Why
must he be a home missionary? Who was there to compel
such a sacritice of himself? 1ie might cometo this city, and
win a place as high as hers, as many poorer and more friend-
Jess than himself had done. He might even seck some well.
located Eastern church. He might aim to be one of the
great popular preachers of the day ; and so be able to come
to the door of that proud home, and ask what it would be
no condescension 1o grant.

Again he was out inthe storm—again he was in the thick
of the battle; passionate longings and love on one hand,
stern, steady conscience on the other  In painful pre-occu-
pation he again walked unknown distances. His aimless
steps took him away from the mansions of the rich down
among the abodes of the poor. Ashe was crossing a strect
his troubled eyes tested upon a plain cross over 2 lowly
chapel door. He stopped Lefore it as a superstitious Ro-
manist might, not reverencing the emblem, but in vivid
remembrance of Him who suffcred thereon. He recalled
1lis self-sacrifice and His words, ** Whosoever doth not bear
his cross and come afier me, cannot be my disciple.”

He bowed his head 2 moment, thea turned, quietly, and
went back to his hotel.

The conflict was over-—the temptation passed—and he

was Joyal.
{70 b continned.)

THE CULTIVATION OF ROSES.

* Roses are het cheeks,
And a yose herlips.”

The best way for Iadics to cultivate this rare species o
roses is by studying and practising the rules of hypeine,
taught in the People’s Common Sense Medical Adviser, only
$1.50. Address the author, R. V. Pierce, M.D.,
Invalids’ Hotel, Raflalo, N.Y. If suffering from those

inful weaknesses incident to the female organism, use Dr.
E:ua Favourite Prescription—a neves-failing remedy for
these complaints. °

Mx. MooDY is to hold revival amvices in New Haves,
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QUEEN VICTORIA I8 a great-grandmother,

Tnx grasshoppers are again at their devastating work in
Nebraska,

“ SMOKE-CARTS " is the name given by the Teloogoos of
India ‘o the railway.cars.

A REVIVAL in Woolwich, Maine, has resulted in bedween
one and two hundred conversions.

THE ministers of Chicago are trying to devise measures for
the promotion of Sunday observance in the city.

Wisconsin pays annually over $19,000,000 for liquos
and $2,600,310 for her schools. Isthata fair compaiative
estimate?

Tie Rev. Robert Patterson (United Presbyterian minis:
ter), of Dunse, Scotland, has just celebrated his jubilee in
the ministry,

STONE shoes, or rather shoes with stone soles, are the
latest helps for sound understanding, ‘The invention came
from Germany,

THE postage on printed matter to any of the countriesem.
braced in the Universal Postage Union ‘is now one cent for
every two ounces.

THE creditors amang the congregation of St. Paul's Cath-
olic Church, to whom Archbishap %’urccll owes $1,000,000,
have resolved to remit one-half the claims.

THE good news comes from France that the sons are
smoking less tubacco than their fathers did twenty yearsago.
Qur Is ., unfortunately, are more than making up for their
abstir :nce.

Pi-tLADELPHIA has 564 churches and mission stations, of
whith 96 are Methodist, 84 cach Preshyterian and Episco.
alian, 67 Baptist, 44 Roman Catholic, 36 Lutheran, and 1§

“tiends.

LARGE gifts to the cause of missions are coming into
fashion, and a noble fashion it is for the wealthy to follow.
A merchant at Natal, South Africa, has lately given $100,-
000 to the Wesleyan Foreign Mission Society.

So many books have been suppressed by the public censor
in France during thepresent century, that the titles alons fill &
volume of 500 pages. And yet how many were allowed to
pass whose contaminating pages might well have been sup.
pressed.

Axoxa the improvements introduced into Rome since it
has becoms the capital of united Italy, is the draining through
an ancient sewer, lately discovered, stagnant water which
had been allowed to remain in the Coliseum though imperil-
ling the health of the city.

THE “Bombay Guardian® says that all the precautions
and laws agains' female infanticide in India, are not sufficient
to suppress it. The mortality of gitls between the
of ore and five is excessive, and in every year up to cleven
their death rate is higher than that of the boys.

THE Governor of Iowa being urged to pardon a convicted
rumseller declined, saying, ** While I have great sympathy
for Mr. Newton, 1 also have great sympathy for the wives
and children who have been made sufferers by the zale of
whiskey to the fathers and husbands by Mr. Newton,”

THE Preshytery of Cork, Ireland, has voted for instrue
mental music in the setvice of the sanctuary, and has asked
the General Assemlly to deal with the questionsoasto
‘¢ prevent continued interference with the scriptural libeny
of congregations in the service of praise.”

THE total income of the Scottish United Preshyterian
Church during the past year was £367,388 6s. 1d., shewinga
slight decrease as compared with the previous year. There
has been, however, a considerable increase in the aumber of
congregations and members.

IN excavations recently made at Charing Cross in the
heart of London, fossil remains of various extinct animale
and tusks and bones of the elephant, mammoth, and (ne
gigantic ox, were revealed.  There has been some cb in
the Thames valley since the mammoth, hippopotr.mus and
rhinoceros roamed init.

Deacos WoNG SHING officiated at the last communion
service of the Asylum Hill Congregational Church, Hart-
ford, Ct., in full Chinese dress. lle was one of the first
company of Chinese boys sent to the United States to be
educated, was converted 1n Monson, Mass., joined a Christ
ian church on his return to Chins, and was a Jeacon of it
several years.

IN ¢* Smaller London,” which has a population of 3,877,
304, there are church accommodations for 1,119,776 per-
sons. The national church provides the majority of the sit-
tings, or 51.96 per cent,, the Congregationalists provide
12.28 per cent., the Methodists 10.99, and the Baptists
10.45. Then come the Catholic, Presbyterian and other
Churches.

THE report of the English Baptist Union states that there
are in Great Britain and Ireland 3,451 churches with 1,028,
000 sittings.  Church members number 376,348 —increase
over last year of 7,512, Sundaz school teachers nwmber
40,316, and scholars 399,337, There ate 1,879 pastors, and
3,642 evangelists and lay preachers. The amount raised for
evangelistic work was xé:996.

THE Jews in Jerusalem count among the signs of their
repossession of their old abode the fulfilment of one of their
prophecies by the concesssions the Turkish t has
just made to an English company for the Euphrates valley
tailroad, and to a French company for a line I:om Jafa 10
Jerusslem. The Euphrates milway is to intersect the former
noviwa of Assyria and Babylonia, and have stations at

osul and Hillcl, near which are Amyrian and Babylonian
ruins. It is expected thateventually ajunction will be ef
fected between the Euphrates line and the tian rail
ways, which would confirm Isaiah xix, 23: *In that day
there shall be \a highway out of Egypt to Amytis, and the

Awsyrian shall come into Ej and the isn into As-
syris, and the Egyptians _mﬁ&mj'




