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THE HOMECIRCLE.
BY M.

No. 4.-A WORD TO MOTHERS.

Motiiere, if yen desire your children te houer you througli lifa, te, be
ornainente te, society, te lisp your naine in the cold embrace of death, be
careful te, train thair infant minds by precept and example, in the way of
virtue, inorality and religion. Yen mueSt net eay go, but follow. The
majerity of the "lgreat mien -%vho hava adorned human nature and reflect-
ed a halo of glory upon their country, have beexi those who in infancy
learned te, clsp their tiny banda and knieel at a mother's aide, and dedi-
cate their hearte teGod." It is said that the lest words of the celebrated
and Jamented Henry Clay, were IlMy methr-mothar-mothar."

Elence, parents should ha careful how they trai t4.ir little eues.
The potency of a znother's influence ini forming the character of a cbild
is beyond dispute. "lWhat main is thera wbo cannet trace the enigin
of maiîy of the best maxinis of bis life, te the lipe of ber wlie gave
him birth? How 'wida, how Iastig, how eacred, then, is that part
of wenian'e influence! Who that thinka of it, who that believes that
any good may ha producad or any evil pravented by it, can need any
arguments te prove the importance of the character and capacity of lier
'who gives its earliest bis te the infant mind?

'<oly, thrie holy, ia the patthreugh 111e te thea that'a gîvenl
WVe1 may the Foet say, thou art the hink 'twixt earth and heaven.

Such art thou, Woinan, when tliy mind eqya(a thy (ovngfer,-
When net thy deaiieat fe can find oe trace of passion'a atorin 1"

Notwvithetandinag, liow faw seain te realiza woman's true mission!
"H1-ow many forge that bar banda are smahl and soft, and ail iufittedl te,
grapl)le with, the bard, iron man, yet full of a meet wonderfül ekili to,
mould the pliant material of cbildliood!" It is ead, that semany mothere
"are insensible te, the bigth mission wheraunte thay are ealled; that se
many let the f'air garden givan them te, tend lia qlethed with weads, and
every good plant te etruggle in a feable or gnarled growth!" "1Iii a
defective home education lies the groundwork of mucli of the evil that
aliets society. If the thoughts of parente ware more centred in their ç
houles, and as earnestly exerc ied in tha devising of ways and mneane for
rightly educe.ting the moral and intellactual natures of their cbildren as
in procnring food and i-aiment, for the perishing body, thay would rendar
a service te, society far greater than if thay had bilt a city or founded a
nation. If mothers wisely developed the bigler and better sentiments
of their sons, sand cultivated ùi thern, as far as that were possible, gentle-
nesa and ferbearanca tewvards others, thare would ha fewer unhappy wives
ini the coining genaration' I

Mothers cannot ha tee careful bow they exercise the powers that Qed
bath given them. If this world ie ever te, become better and happiar,
woman muet ha a prime mover in the great -work. It resta witl han,
i a preeainant degrea, te give toea end elevation te the moral education
of thaega by deciding the degrees of virtue that shail ha nacessary te
afford a passpert te lier society.


