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Tonîb of Aaron.

IN the vallay ai ]Edom, juet wlîero tha îriîîeipal rock-
hewn tombe or temples begin, the oye je irat arrastet

by a litige pyramidal structura oi Egyptian order on
the left, and then riglit aud lait, espccially on the
right, thse whoie mountain cnt juta streets aud tombe.
But am my campaniaus wvore aiready pectrating the rocky
enclosure, I wae abliged ta hastan on. The cliffs rise
front eighty ta thrae huudrad foot on oais aida, frequantly
net more titan twelvo foot apart, and sen aimost te touch at
their suînmits, or ta, approacli e noar as to leave only a emali
opcning tlîrough wbich the blua sky lookcd trebly bine, or a
few sunhoams etraggied down ta liglît tmp the biddee treasury
ai nature and ai art. Ou-ou-my amazaînt grawing with
evory stop, as each now tutu brt.umglit a iresh surprise. iJeder
my foot wcre stance ai the old road-bed, and an cither aida
wore tha twîetîng canais hîown in thte face of the rock, along
whichi pure water fiowed into the cîty. StilI on, for a mnilu,
1 wandered amîid the wiiitiig naze ; tombe on the righit ai
me, tombe on the left ai me ; many of thiena rude and simple,
othors ai ciaborate designu; til ail at once I cama ta an apen
apae, and a large, inaguificent temple steod immediately
before me. Beginisng naw ta fuel tise quaime ai hunger, and
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gatoway a quadrilateral court forty-five feet square, Bide
pertices, twa columne ai the Donce order, columne about the
doorway aiea Paria, heavy and massive ; the interiar thirty-
six feet square, with aide niches. Folloving the wady, tuhe
mountaiu aide on the right is pieraed hîcre aud thora by etreete
or alley-ways from. wisich shoot ont gaileries lined with tombe
of al descriptions. Soe ai thesa bear evidence ai bcbng
accupied by the Arabe in the winter. They ara perfectly
dry, and in the aold, raiey seasen muet affurd good shelter.
Juet baera the gateway je reaclied there je au elevstcd
plateau oxtendîng au the riglit ta soe distance. Thora is
inoxhassutible roeut for tombe. I obîerved ana square ceiun
twelve footwide, with a deanbeiow. Ou the arcs immediately
in iront ai the gateway ara the marks ai a once extensive
temple.

Our next objective peint was Mount Hon, Jebel Harun. It
lay immcdiately bafoe us an tho right. IVe dismonnted and
ascended on the cast aide ta the summit, leur thousaud two
huudred foot aboya the ses, lavel, in about ana heur andl fif taon
minutes. Tho climb wauld net have been hard had wa not
beau obliged ta maka il with tise bat aftarnoan suanepen us.
Coming liraI te a wida plateau, wu than frtmi the west Bide
muade the top ai the langer coe by a v-ery stecl) stainway,

partly natuiral and partlyartitlciai. Tha pathway passes o-er
a large, (loup cistern of watcr. On the top thora ie a umali
mosque, about thirty-iva by thirqy.two foot, popnl&arlylknawn
as Aaron's Tomb. From the top of tha masqua thora je a
supar> view in ail directions. Near ara the ricli sandstonc
clilEs in whichi I'etra nesties ; bouinding the castarti horizon is
the long lino of Jekiv W~ady Musi stretching southorly is
tha Sherah range nnd the vallay of the Arabah ; ini front,
westerly, is the samne valley, with itq streaks of wvhite and

ý eu, the Tili Mounitains, and the Wildcrncss of the Forty
!ears' WVndering beyond ; and northerly the hceights af tha

hill country af ,Judca ani1 the niountains af M oab, with the
waters of the Dead Sta lying between thein. IIowv simplo
and yet liow affecting, the narrative of Aaron's death. Scîo
Num. xx. 123-2S. Aaron wvas donieti ontrance into tha
i>roiiiised Land, but lia haui a sublima spot in which, to dia-
ana worthy of lits dignity, anti front whlich, whien dy3ing, hie
agcdl eyce could catch at least a glinipsa af the beautiful
;ounitry for %%liiýh hae liail so, ardently longcd.

Tie next marninc, Aîril S, wve f iunid oursolves ancampad
near the niouth of Wady el Abyad. liefora starting wae were
instructcdl by aur conductiîîg slîaîk, Arb, that wo must al
keep close togL-ther, as thera ivas anit ldfed betwcen the
Petra tribe anti the tribe through whiciî wu wera about to
pa2s. Two and a-bauf hours brauglit us ta tha Arabah, and
tdieu for the rest af the day aur course lay nortlî-westerly
acrose it.

That eveuing, ifrant a little bill by aur camp, I l.îoked back
tawerd Etiom. Its poake, witlî Maunt Hùr in the fareground
gloiin4, la the cricn.in asunset, férmcda a marked #.ontrait irith
the soit haze ai the whitc limeetona cliffi af the Tih, which
wa had now approachcd. Here was 'Ain Weibcb, tha sup-
poscd Kadesh.harnaa of Scripture. From tlhis poinît tha
epies wcre sent by 'Maos to searcli tha land of Canan.
liera Israel mtade their fatal choica, and falling tlîroughi un-
belief, failed af the promise.

Our route the next duy lay tlirough andi acrose a succession
ai wadice runung down iuta the Arabah, soute t.f wlîicli wcra
broad and î1uite verdaut, and so fulIl (f acacias as ta giva tha
effect oi apple orchards. At four c'clock ini the aiteruoon we
encamped, about two hours from thp fiot af Xagb Stifahi, tho
scriptural Zcphatii. Nuin. xxi. 17, Judges i. 17.

Ili thte mnîriîg camne a tratîîaî,duus tag. At thîe foot of the
Pass Sufah most of us dlismouuai,.;!, anid walk-1 Up) Vie bnoun-
tain. It wvas as much as aur pa,.k cameis could do to get up
and over the mouintain. By lîalf.past tuvelv-a o'clock. p.m.
wae were safely an the 1>ass, and lunehcd in the crevicts ai the
rocks. One hour more broîght us ta Wady Teraiieh, whare
the Arabs, by digging two, or threo feet lu the sand, obtained
,"00( water, rathar cloudy, but swcet andi cool. Our thirst
,'as terrible; it seomed impossible ta, drink onnugh. For

tivo sud a-hall liaurs noe we rode aiong a ralling plain,
thraugli aLe Pas Nagb al ML\uzeikali, anti haited an a
pleasant alope noar whilil arc ruinîs calleti Kurnub, probably
the ancient, Tharnara. WVa wera now fairly ln the Negeb, or
South Country. Here are the sout.hernmost limite of the
Prantised Landl. At Ar'arah we found two wefls withi water,
and Eaverai dry anes, but no ruins markizîg the site ai the
towve. The valley is fertile and beautiful. Ta the inhabitante
ai Aroar David sent a portion of the epoils ai the captureil
Amalekitee, who had committcd a raid on Ziklag, and burned
il with tire. The identification cf Araer shows the field cf
David'a operatians in the extrenie South Country. Whila lia
liînseîf wvas outlawed by Saul, lie beaame the pratector ai
Simeon and Judah front the incursions ai the wandering
hardas oi the Desert. At Milb, twa bots îîortli.east, thore
ara suma ruine-a Gothic tower standin'g, but hiall buried.
Tîxat a ruined church ie under the soul je nut oniy possible but
probable. There are also outlying ruine ca an adjacent hill,
covering a circuit oi hall-a-mile in extent. Milh je the Scrip-
tural Moiadah, (Jash. xv. 26 ; xix. 2), menticeed by Jusephus
as «Maiatiia. A hali-hour ta the nortb, at the foot ai Tell
Milh, ara the walls ai Milb. There are two wells, about
thirty feet deep and twelve by fiteen wide. Around lay a
dazen. atone watering traughs, and over themt stood the Arabe
and their cattla. They are walled up with liriiestone in tho
muet substantial mariner. An evidenceofa their age may ba
found iu the lact titt thte indentations in the atones at their
moutb, cauecd by the friction ai drawing the watcr by topes,
measured front four ta six inches. These particular atones
could not have been laid by Abrahamt, as the dragoman ai aur
Engiish companions asserted ; but it is not improbable that
the wells were dug by some anc ai the patriarche. W, wore


