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Contraction-Divisible Brood Chambers

EFERRING to the artic'e of Dr. G. L.
Tinker, on page 348 Of your JoURNAL, in
which article be gives a pretty clear out.
line of the special features of my invention

'secured to me by letters patent, dated Sept. 29,
1885, which patent you own in the British po-
stessions of America, allow me to quote the
following, giving citations, etc. At the time,
Dr. Tinker had a patent hive called the " Vic-
tor," and in different numbers of the American
Bee Journal for 1885, the following advertise-
ment appears:

I The Victor hive is operated upon a new
prmciple by which the sections are placed in
vertical lines with the brood frames, continuons
passages being affected in a practical manner.
It may be arranged for any Langstroth frame,
ha,- been fair.y tested and is the best hive made,
for comb honey. May be used for extracted.
Send for my 24 page catalogue and price list."

Tnis was just before the issuing of my patent
and the mailing of my books and circulars giv-
ing illustrations and descriptions of my new,
pa ented, horizoutally divisible, brood-chamber
hive, which I had then secretly tested for three
years. My book, nailed at about this time,
contains, armong many others, the following par-
agraph relative to the subject in question:

"The above cut viil aid us in describing onr
newv hivu ; a hive which in many features, as
vell as its systeim of management, differs from

anything uf whicb I have ever seen or heard,
although I have read nearly all cf the books de-
voted to bec culture, and have nearly every
copy of al the periodicals ever published in the
United S;atez, upon the subject."

"l i vie'ing th. cut, y ou will notice that the
brood-chamb:r, as well as the surplus dcepart-
ment, is cî npJsA of twa or oro

HORIZONTAL SECT1ONS,

or departments, cach containg a full set cf eight
frames, eac ej artîment bting not only " r-
versible," but tach part perfectly interchangea-
ble with everyotr.

"Afterhavtt.: na joyed the immense advan-
tages accruintg -rom the Tiering system as ap-
plied t I i j cases, the idea came to my
mind, that equal advantages could be realized
from the appk.tion of the same principle, to
the i " oy antn."'

B E. .- ' all. In practicing the 'con.
tramon" oed.' and trying to overcome itsim-

plerfec io, w enjoying its many advantages,
1 ftrnly impressed tat it would give us

much more perfectly and completely, the resu'1

desired, if we could rnake the contractioni b?
taking away the top of the brood-chanbrle
rather than its sides."

"Now we use in our brood department one Os
or two cases, at the same time we are using
combs, or eight combs, with the old hive, Nbe
practicing contraction. The new hive and itS
system of management is -a great improvenl0e t

over the Old, for the following reasons :"
" st. When contracting the new brood-charø'

ber we divide it horizontally instead of vertiCal
ly, taking away its top, rather than sides, givil1
us all the advantage of a very shallow hive, With
brood close up to the top bars, and directly tO'
der all parts of the surplus case. This extrOOei'
ly shallow brood department settles the brac-
cornb problem, as with it, the bees will buiid
scarcely any of these braces, on the tops of the
upper bars of such shallow frames."

" 2nd. We make the capacity of the ten
frame hive, ta five L. frames, almost instan-
taneously, and vithout exposure to robbst1

should there be any abroad."
"If, howýver, otùers nay difier with me, Pfe'

ferring hives other than the standard LaOg*
siroth, if they will use two brood cases theY
will have just such a hive ; the bee-space bW
tween the two sets of frames serving as winte
passage-ways through and among the conbs. It
becomes obvious that the brood cpartrent d
this hive can be made ini one story, of ail
length, breadth or depth, prefe-red ; and whlil
losing the advantagds cf ti ring and interchang'
ing in the broa di epartment, the other adva.'
tages enumera.ted, mty be enj ye"

Thc system of in:etchngig, adimits of us-
ing two sets of the framesi ia the brood eaepart-
ment, if any should sa eesire, an what-
cvr nulmber :s used, it enab'es the bee-naster

lo hp p surplus. cos s and h ney-board'
a'la s'x t hi E rod.

Af:. r three y'ars of careful exptrirnentingY
I mtuch prefer to ha. e my brscd-chamber 1o
larger han twv cas's ai liany timnt uf ) ear, and 10
larger than one case af:er tI coi ., swaras,
tll up t tE tirne the1 queoeas capac ; iequal
to more ra , the followit sprin ; a timae whct1

the usa of suc-h r'ap'ciy i'l give us strog
colonies of surplus stnring I have found the
ad.antages of ecntracted roacd-chami ers to be
so great, that I mn:uch )refctr ta use ihemi at al'
tines when agra tr iag capacity given the
queen, isMof no spectal value."

Father Langstroth, por 'as to d Iv the bes t

posted hee-keepsr in the worli, regarding in
ventions in bee hivIs, both new and old, pennfled
the foliowing for the Am=rican lce Journal o
May 2, 1888.

" I am strongly impressect witlh the great ad-
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