THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN

weighty cause of mourn'ng, that we can {race in our,WESLEY'S REASONS FOR NOT SEPARATING PRO3I THE do not watch over them with all their power, they

conduct so little agreement with the Divine will, and
in our souls so little resemblance to the Divine image,
and that we are consequently 8o far from His ta-
vour,
have returned the providential care, the tender mer-
cies, the continual love of our Almighty Pareunt by

fraquent acts of open disobedience, by coldness of af-|

fections, and by so long 8 course of ungrateful for-
getfuliess.  We will mourn, hecause when He ha-
done so much to bless us, we have doneso much to
proveke and displease Him. In short, my hearers,
itwe are imbued with the true spirit of Christ, ow
sins and thousand imperfections will assuredly make
us mourners before God. And then, and nct till
then, do we become eutitled to the comfurts which
God has in store for his people---¢ Blessed are they
that mounx, for they shall be comforled.’

And how shall they be comforted? By the assur-
ance in God’s word of divine forgiveness through
the merits of the Saviour's blood. ‘Fhey will be
comfurted by the continual and cheering influence of]
the Iloly Gnost the Comforter, communicating an
animating sense of restoration to the Divine fuvour
They will be comforted by the sure and certain hope
of'eternal blesseduness in the future world, sfter the
days of their mourning here have ended. And they
will be comforted at last by the full realizing of that

hope, and the complete enjoyment of that blessed-,

uess in the land of immortality. This is the soxt of
comfort, my hearers, that the Gospel holds out to
the spiritual mourner, but to no other,—not to the

g4y, baughty, or self-righteous whose spirits are ne-|

ver bowed down by sny thing but the sorrows of
scenes that are temporal.—Let us enquire, my hear-
ers, since only those that mourn for their iniquity are
blessed with a share in the privileges of the Guspel of
Peace—wvhether sin, our own individual sinluiness,
has ever been, and is now with us, the subject of
penitential sorrow? Whether our worldly laughter has
ever been turned to spiritual heaviness, and our
thonghtless joy to suitable mourning, by the con-
templation of our mavifold iniquities, our great un-
worthiness, and our deplorable deficiency before God,
io every thing which he requires of his faithful crea-
tures. If such has been the case—if when your past
lives come in review before you, you are humbled
and sorrowful under a sense of their manifold deficis
encies;—if in your private retirements there is sincere
sorrow awakened in your bosom that you are such
unprofitable creatures of so bountiful a God;—if re-

pentance be an exercise familiar to your souls—hap-

py, brethren, are ye, —Blessed are they that mourn, for
incy shall be comforled. God looks down with favour-
able eyes upon hearts like these; He puts their tears
into His bottle; He values and preserves them sll;
He notes these sorrow{ul feelings in s book against
the Day of Judgment. ‘Lo this man does He
look, even to him that is of an humble and contrite
spint—* His sacnifice is a broken and contrite spirit,
which He will never despise.’

Take cowmfort therefore, my brethren, from these
merciful assurancesofthe ¢¢ God of 2ll comsfort.” 1f vou
are assaulted by any of the varied calamities of life.
If culled to part, as some of you have lately been,
with beloved children, remember that if you seek the
Lord with all your hearts,He will give you strength,
and patience, aud consolation.

We will cousider it cause of mourning that we:

CHURCIH OF ENGLAND.

Beconse it would he a contradiction to the solemn
and repeated declarstions which we have wmade in all
manner of ways, in preaching, in print and in private
conversution,

Bucause on this, as well as many other accounts,
it would give huge occasion of offence to these who
srek and desire oceasion; to ull the enemies of God
and truth.

Because it would exceedingly prejudice against nc
many who fear, yea, who love God; and thereby hin-
der their receiving so much, perhaps any further be-
uefit from our preaching.

Because it would hinder multitudes of those who
neither love nor fear God, from hearing us at all.

Because it would be throwing balls of wild fire
among them that are now quiet in the land, Weare
now sweetly united together in Jove, We mostly
think and speak the same things. But this would oc-
casion inconceivable strife and contention hetween
those who left and those who remained in the Church,
as well as between those who left us, and those that
remained with us; nay, aud between those very per-
sons who remained, as they were variously inclined
one way or the other,

Because, to forw the plan of a new Church, would
require iufinite time and care, (which might be far
more profitably bestowed) with much more wisdom,
and greater depth and extensiveness of thought than

|

[

jany of us are masters of,

! Because, from some having berely enteitained a

di-tant thought of this, evil fruifs bave already fol-
owed; such a prejudice against the clergy in gene-
jral, and aptness to believe ill of them; contempt not
without a degree of bitterness, of clergymen, as such;
and a sharpuess of language towards the whole order
utterly unbecoming either gentlemen or Christians.

Because we Fave melancholy instances of this, even
tefore our eyes. DMany have, in our mewmory, left the
Church, and formed themselves into distinct bodies.
And certainly some of them from a real persuacion,
that they should do God more service. But have any
separated themselves and prospered? have they been
either more holy, or more useful than they were
before ?

Because by such a separation we should not only
throw away the peculiar glorifying which God has
given us, ‘ That we do and will suffer all things for
our brethren’s sake, though the more we love them,
the less we be loved; but shoyld act in dirvect conlra-
diction to thal very end, for which we belicve God haih
raisedus up. ‘Lhe chiet design of bis providence in
sending us out, is undoubtedly to quicken our bre-
thren. And the first message of sll our preachers i,
to the lost sheep of the Church of England. Now
would it not be a flut coatradiction to this design, to
separate from the Church? These thirgs being con-
sidered, we cannot apprehiend (whether it be Jawful
in itself or no) that it is lawful to us; were it only on
this ground, that it is by no means expedient.

It has indeed been objected, that till we do sepa-
rate, we cannot be a compact, united body.

It is true, we cannot till then be a compact united
budy, if you mean by that expression, a body distinct
from all others; and we have no de.ire tote so.

We look upon ourselves, not as the authors or
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Or if you are bowed ringleaders of a particular sect or party; it is the far-

down under aseuse of your sinfulness;—if your sins;thest thing from our thoughts; but as messengers of|
stare you in the fuce as more in number than the,God to those who are Cliristians in name, but bea-
hair of your heads,—aud if you feel their remem-theusin heart and life; to call them back to that from

brance grievous, and their burden intolerable—still,which they are fallen, to real, genuine Chiistiamty.javay, bow interested should parents be to

take comfort { for Chrst says such shall be comfort~|We are therefore debtors to all of them, of whatever
ek—* Heaviness may endure for a night, but jayjopinion and denomination ; and are consequently to

will be of all men most miserable, and so are entitled
to our doepest compassion.  Sa that to feel, and much
more to express eithor contempt or bitterness towards
them betrays an utter ignorance of ourselves and of
the spirit which we especially should be of.

Might it not be at least a prudential rule, for every
Methodist preacher, not to frequent any dicsealing
meeting ? Though we blame nene who have always
heen accustomed toat. But if we do this, certainly
our peop'e will. Now (Xis is aclually separating from
the Church. If, therefore, it is, at least, not expe-
dient to separate, ncilheris this expedient. Indeed,
we may attend our assemblies and the Church too,
because they sreat different hours. Eut we canuct
attend both the meeting and the Church, because they
ave at the same hours. If it be said ¢ But at the
Church, we are fed with chafl; whereas, at the mcet-
ing we have wholesome food;” We answer; Ist.
The prayers of the Church are not chaff'; they are
substantial food for any who are aliveto God. 2d.
"The Lord’s supper is not chaff, but pure and wtole-
some for all who receive it with upright hearts. Yea.
3d. Inalmost u!) the sermons we hear there, we hear
many great and important truths.  And whoever has
a spiritual discernment may easily separate the chafl
from the wheat therein, 4th. How little is the case
mended at the mecting? Either the teachers are
new-light-men, denying the Lord that bought them,
and ot erturning his Gospel from the very foundation;
or they are predestitarians, and so preach predestina~
tion and final perseverance more or less = Now,
whatever this may be to them that were educated
therein, yet to those of our brethren who have lately
embraced it, repeated experience shows it is not
wholesome focd; rather to them it has the cffect of
destly poisen. Inashoit time it destroys all their
zeai for God. They grow fond of opinions and strita
of words. They despise self denial and the daily
cross: and to complete all, wholly separate from thar
brethren,

Nor is it expedient for any Methodist preacher to
imitate tle dissenters in their manner of praying:
neither in his lone; all particular tores, both in preach-
ing and praying, should be avoided with the utmost
care. Nor in his language; all his words should be
plain and simple, such as the lowest of his hearers
both use and undeistand. Nor in the length of his
prayer, which should not usually excecd four or five
minutes, e'ther before ur after sermon.

If we continue in the Church, not by ckance or for
want of thought, but upon solid and well weighed
reasons, then we should never speak contemptuously
of the Church, or any thing pertaiuving to it. In some
sense, it is the mother of us all, who have been brought
up therein.

In order to cut offall jealousy and suspicion from
our friends, and hope from our enemies, of our having
any design to separate from the Church, it would be
well for every Methodist preacher, who has noscrop'e
c-acerning it, to attend the service of the Churchas
often as convericntly he can. And the wore we
,attend it, ticmore we love it, us constent experience
ishows. On the contrary the longer we abstain from
it the less desire we have to attend it at all.— Chr. 11
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DEVOT?!O0N IN CHI1LDWIOOD.

Christian parents hear their children say their pray-
ers, but do not always teach them to pray. Children
over six years of age may be taught the importaut
duty o! sacred prayer. As first impressions never fade
form aa
early babit of devotion in their offspring. This ha-
bit will not become a meve form. No one will loig

cometh in the morniag.’— Far happier is the state ofdo all that in uslies, to please all for their good tojpersevere in private devotions from babit ouly. 1a

such than that of those who float down the stream of’ediﬁcalion.

Scotland itis not unfrequent for pavents to ask theic

life, burdened with no cares for the past, the present,, We look upon the Methodisls, so called, in genc-jchildren, regularly, ¢ if they have been by thew-
or'the future.—strangers it may be, both to tampo- ral, not as any particular patty: (this would exceed-;sclves,” meaning to make an extemporaneous prayer.

ral and spiritual trouble.  We read of no blessedness,ing'y obstruct the grand des'gn for winch we conceive
pronounced on them. How can they indeed beGod hasreised them up)—but ashving witnesses in,
blessed?—Rushing onto eternily—careless ofits vast and to every psrty, of that Christiamty which we
concerns—with svuls made for happiaess or misery preach; which is hereby demonstrated to be a real
unspeakiable and everlusting—yet carelcss aboit se- thing, and vi-ibly beld out to ull the world.

curing the one or avoiding the other. ‘Tha good Lord; Welook upon the clergy, not enly-as a puart of our

deliver you, my brethren, from such delusion, and hrethren, but as that part whem Gud, by his adorable]

implant within you all, that sorrow for sin, and that providence, has cal'ed tobe walchmen cver the rest,
concern for your souls, which will entitle you ta. lay for whom therefore they are to give a strict sceount.
bold of the promises of ever'asting cousolation.

llf thesz men neglect theic impurtant chergo; if uxe;,zt

.When youth learn, by experieace, the natuie of pray~
er, they wiil take a wure lively interest in faumly and
chiureh devotions.,

Carcfully aveid these vices which moct resemblc
virtue, they are the mo:t dangerous of ull vices.

He that riscth 1a’e in the morning must he in a hrr—

| . .
X5 all the dvy, aud tcarce overlake his bysiness ad
1oight.
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