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£1. Paul says, * For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
{13) not of yourselves: itis the gift of God; not of works (14) lest any
man should boast.”” Not even water works (15). [ know of no one
thing which Las been and still is the cause of so much controversy, dis-
anion, wnsocialnlity and uncharitableness, as that of water baptism !
Aad in my opinion were all the churches to give it up (16) as an un-
essentnl thing, as the Quakers do, it would be much better for them all
aad the cause of religion in general.

The Baptisis will_not even adimt any one to their Lord’s table which
have not been baptized by unmenrsion ; this 1 know, for havetried thein.
Bat your church go farther still in unchavitableness ; for you don’t even
balieve that any man who hears the gospel can go to heaven without im-
mersion,  Aund the Catholics send all unbaptized persons into puraatory,
orsome worse place! Thus plainly showing that you all need much
more of that charity (17) which * Beareth all things ; believeth all things,
hopeth all things, endurath all things.”  And without which, we shall
beecome as soundng brass, or a tinkimng eymbal.  When [ was first fil-
led with the charity thus described by St. Paul, I had a desive to have arms
long enough to encircle all in the house (about five hundred persons,)
or even in the world, that there might be no discord or disunion among
us, or at least among the children of God.  Which love, thanks be 10
Him who gave it, I have maintained since, though not always felt in
iu same degree.

Of baptism-—1 believe, Sir, that John ¢ Baptized with water unto re-
pentance,” and said, “but he that cometh after me is mightier than [—
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire ;™ that when Je-

us came to be baptized of him John forbade him, saying, * I have neced to
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me ?” that Jesus said “ sufferit
to be s0 now,”” &c. ;5 as much as to say, your baptism will rot be needed
long ; for both yourself and baptism arc only atype or forcrunner of me
and my baptism ; so soon as that takes place yours will be of no use.
John's preachiag was alsoa fsrerunncr of his master’s, for they both be-
gan by saying, ** repent, for thp kingdom of heaven s at hand.”®  Just
before Jesus was taken up, while teaching and giving ovders to his Apcs-
tles, he said, * For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.”  As much as 10
say—*- that will be the baptism of which John’s was only a forerunner
and type, but will then be of no further use.”  Andin a few days afier-
wards the Huly Ghost descended, sure enough, in a most wonderful and
miraculcas manner. (18)

In his cpis.les to the Cor. St. Paul says, I thank God that T baptized
rone of you,” &e. (19) and adds, * For Christ sent me not to baptize,
but to preach the gospel.” (20)  Now, sir, if Chr st thought as much of
baptism as the churches before mentioned d, would he have leltit
out of Paul’s commission? Surely not. And if Paul had thought as
much of it, would he have thanked God that he had baptized but very
few? (1) No, surely.

The above sayings, I think, shew very plain that Paul thought as lit-
tle of baptism as he did of circumcision, of which ke says, Gal. v. 6,



