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race-is, we hink, the mnost inter-
esting and instructive pursuit that
can engage the humnan mind. It is
also one of the most essential.
History, it is 'i'ell said, is philosophy
teaching by examnple. The great
problemns of the ages repeat thein-
selves. He ivho wvould understand
the urgent questions of to-day and
the best mode of their solution must
knowv how these questions have been
miet and answered in the past. No
one can pass muster as well informed
whio bas not somne adequate concep-
tion of the past record of our race.
Vet miany are deter red froin this
task by its secmingly hopeless mag-.
nitude, by the vast number oif vol-
umies to be niastered. And this is a
real difflculty. To master the works
of the great historians ivho have
written in detail the annal5 of the
nations is the wvork of a life time.

The vnlumec, under review, how-
ever, bring an apparently almost im-
possible task within easy accom-
plishiment. 13y judicious omission of
unimportant details and by skilful
condensation of narrative and group-
ing of facts into their proper rela-
tions, a clear and connected con-
spectus of the history of the -world
mnay be obtained. Most abridg-
vments of history are as juiceless
an(l dry as last year's hay. Dr. Rid-
path's cyclopedia is free froin this
fault. He is master of a picturesque
and dramatic style that rivets thie
reader's attention and presents the
great features of the period he treats
in a singularly vivid rnanner. He
possesses also the critical skill that
sifts out the legendary and gives the
rcsults of the labours of the ablest
original investigators of the past.

\Ve venture to say that the careful
study of these volumes is, in a very
important sense, a liber-al education.
The reader is made acquainted with
thie chief actors in the great dramna
of tim-e, vith the nature of their
work and with its influence. on. the
world. Talk of the interest .of fic-
tion and romiance! It wilI not comn-
pare ivith the fascination of the
triiths stranger than fiction of his-
tory.

God is far the sweetcst poct
And the rca2 is His song.

To the schiolar this wvork 'is of in-
terest for its rapid review of the
periods and movements with which
he is familiar. To the busy miass of
readers it wvill be -of speciat value as
giving a comprehensive bird's-eye
viewv of the stream of history from its
early sources to its varied raminifica-
tions in modemn times. One of its
most striking features is its copious
illustration. It has no less than
1,2i0 high-class engravings of per-
sons, places, and the great dramatic
incidents referred to in the text.
These really illustrate the subject
and not merely emb2llish the'book-,
and many of them are drawn
by artists ôf national and interna-
tional repute as, arnong others,
Vogel, Alma Tadema, Doré, Neu-
%,ille, Leutemann, B3ayard, Philippo-
teaux and many others. 0f not less
utility than these are the thirty-two
coloured historical maps, and nine
coloured chronological charts show-
ing at a glance by an ingenious
arrangement the relations ini time
and place of the events described..
There are also thirty-one genealogi-
cal diagrains of the royal and noble
bouses of ancient and modemn times.

The author, we think, bas very
judiciously begun his history with
Egypt instead of with the Chaldean
and Assyrian monarchies. The
choice of the valley of the Nile,
rather than the valley of the Tigris,
as the place of beginning, has been
deterinîned by chronological con-
siderations and .the true sequence
of events. He then tranfers the
scene to Mesopotamia, and follows.
the course of events fromn the Eu-
phrates to the liber, from Babylon
to Rome. He mnakes the Faîl of the
Western Empire, 1453, the date of
the death of Antiquity, and in *the
second volume returns to the bar-
barian nations of Europe fromn -vhich,
quickened by contact with ancient
]earnin, bas sprung the complex

ci~ation of modern tinies.Th
spread of Mahomedanism, feudal
ascendency, the Crusades, the con-
fiict of the kings and the people, the
new wvorld and the Reformation, the
growth of England, the age of Revo-
lutions, and the record of the ad-
vancement of civilization throughout
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