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Discussion Was
Spirited
Farnest Addresses Made

for Both Sides of
Question

Rev. W. W. Rainnie Strongly
Uries That the Time is
Not Ripe for Union--Judge
Forbes Argues Contra, and
Both Are-Ably Supported
—Three Sessions Yester-
day.

”

‘; Wednesday, Dec. 14,
The Presbytery of St. John, aiter a de-
bate yesterday which lasted more than six

Lours and a half, by a vote of 22 to 15,
approved of the project of organic unien
between the Presbyterian, Congregational-
st and Methodist churches. Not since
the meeting of the general assembly in this
ity has there beem guch an exciting is-
cussion im a. byterian meeting here. In
ceneral, the speakers tor and against were
allowed a respectful hearing but there were
times when as many as four men were: on
the floor at one time and the moderator
appealed for order in vain.

The matter of ‘church unjon came up in
the afternoon when Rev. W. W. Rainnie,
of Milltown, moved that the Presbyters
should not approve of the remit sent to
them by the general assembly on the mat-
ter.  Speeches were made till adjourn-
ment at 5.30. The discussion began again
1t 7.30 but the vote was not finally {aken
11l about 11.30 last night. All the speeches,
both for and against, were of a high order
of merit and indicated how deeply the feel-
ing ran in the matter. 1 ;

After the vote had been recorded, Rev.
M. Rainnie entered a protest against the
decision’ of the.court. He was joined by
several of those who adhered to the same
side of the question. 5

Among those present were Rev. G. .
Ireland (moderator), - Rev. Frank Baird,
Rev. W. W. Rainnie, Andrew. Malcolm, €,
S. Everett, J. W. Taylor, Rev. L. B. Gib-

son, Rev. F. W. Murray, Rev. H. R. Read,’

Rev. L. A. McLean, Rev. Gordon Dickie,
Rev. Dr. W. H. Smith, Mr. Donald, M.
J. McPherson, Rev. A. A. Macdonald,
Rev. E. Thorpe, H. A. Corbett, ' William
Mitchel, W. J. Parks, Rev. A.:B. Dickie,
ChaglestMcNutt, Rev. H. Boyd, Rev, A. A
Giraham, Rev. J. A. Ross, H. C. Frascr,
Rev. J..H.. A. Anderson, . Farguhar, J.
. Bréwn, Rev.' W. M. Townsend. Rev.
D. Latg,"Rev. J. J. McCaskill, W. H.
Manuel and T.‘R. Speedy.

The Yobe, " = 0o Menpsids

The vote was not taken till after a few
minutes of silent' prayer. ‘Rev, ‘Mr. Gib-
son asked for a rofl call vote. The clerk,
sccordingly, read: the names while *Rev.
Mr. McCaskill recorded the. vote as. each
zave it. The result was as follows: .

Nays—Ministers: Rev. Jas. Ross, Rev.
Mr. Peacock, Rev. Mr. McLean, Rev, Mr.
McKay, Rev. Mr. Anderson, (Rev. Mr.
Lang, Rev. Mr. Read, Rev. Mr. Graham,
Rev. A. B! Dickie, Rev. Mr. Thorpe, Rev.
Mr. McPherson, Rey. Mr. Murray; Rert.
Mr. Fraser, Rev. Mr. Girdwood, Rev. Mr.
Manuel, Rev. Mr. Farqubar. Elders:
Messrs.” Keene, Corbett, Donald,  Forbes,
Malcolm, Taylor, Scott,McNutt, Loughery.

Yeas—Ministers: Rev. Mr. Ireland, Rev.
Mr. Boyd, Rev. Mr. McCaskill, Rev. Mr.
Baird, Rev. G.  Dickie, Rev. Mr. Rainnic,
Rev. Mr, Gibson, Rev. Mr. Townsend,
Rev. Mr. McDonald. %lde’rs: Messrs Ever-
ett, Brown, Mitchell, Parks, Leavitt,
Speedy. ¥

The Presbytery convened for 'the after-
noon session at 2.30. Rev. Mr. Anderson
asked .leave to bring up the matter of a
mortgage on S8t. John’s church. The trus-
tees asked leave to raise a loan of $7,500
on the church at five per cent. -and pay.
off the floating debt and all the other
mortgages. This was agreed to and the re-
rort on visitation was taken up. Mr. Mec-
Donald, for Carleton county, reported’ that
a visitation had been made in six fields.
The recommendations of the synod had
been considered at each meeting and the
outcome was in all cases favorable.

Rev. Mr. Gibson, for the St. Stephen
section, said the wishes of the Presbytery
had been carried out. All the congrega-
tions had been visited with the exeeption
of four, but these would be visited within
a few weeks. FEverything was in a pros-
perous condition.

Rev. David Lang reported for the St.
dohn Presbytery, satisfactorily.

A communication from the session of
Waterford was laid ‘before the Presbytery
by Rev, Mr. Baird. This was a request for
leaye to sell the manse to pay off the debt
against it. g :

Judge Forbes advised caution in the mat-
ter, but it was finally agreed to grant the
request., ;

The clerk then said that he had memor-
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/| from -seven ‘to:eight years .old. Under the

rxtls!rom Stanley ond WM
iﬁiiz‘mmmn. ‘ﬂ“ i e
. ‘regard to the memorial-
Rev, Mr. Ro:

to forward both memorials to the provin-
cial secretary. ' i

Some bills. were then ordered paid and
Rev. A. B. Dickie introduced a resolution
ragpecting the death of Rev. Robert Mur-
ray, editor of the Presbyterian Witncss,
Habfax. This was on motion of Rev. Mr,
Rainnie, received and entered on the min-
ut A ‘¢opy will be forwarded to the
family of deceased. i

Rev. Mr. Murray then moved that the
next meeting of the Presbytery take place
i 8t. Paul’s church, Fredericton. He
lhughingly remarked that it might do the
 Jegislature good, as he thought it would
"*be in session at that time, The clerk, how-

i L . There was no certainty that the
« legislature would be meeting then, nor in-
jdeed was there any certainty ‘as to when
it would meet. There would also be a
very large draft on the traveling expense
fund of the Presbytery which it could ill
stand. : :

When the question was put, the motion
was declared lost by a large majority.

Judge Forbes moved that this matter
be left with the moderator and clerk and
if the local house be in session in ¥red-
ericton, to call the meeting for there,

is ‘motion was -carried; .

: RME ;
The Debate on Church Union.

The ‘ debate  on- chureh -union.was the
nekt order of business. ' .

‘Rey. Mr: Rainnic moved that the Pres-
bytery should not: approve of. theremit
sent to' them from _tbe'r General Assembly
on' the | matter. He 'wished to, be under
stood ag not being oppcsed o union when
the ‘time was_ripe’ for it.c What he took
objection to was the manner in which
mnegotiations. had been” carried ‘on. He
considered that in any vote tlat le'had
given on the subject he had taken serious-
ly the advantage of. They had been hand-
ed a document on the subjeet under the
barrier act, but had never had an op-
portunity ' to discuss it before.”In this a
wreng use had been made of the ‘barrier
act. They had indeed been told that the
documents were in a state of flux, but
under the provisions of the barrier act no
change could be made in them. :

But. he took serious objection to the
basis of union itself. The articles had been
drawn from a manuscript which ante-
dated the confession of faith, These docu-
ments were not in touch, he claimed,with
the thought of any of the churches. The
creed proposed was ' too marrew for a
great church, Instead of the trivial de-
tails they ought to insist more on the
verities. No one need subscribe to this
creed. All that was necessary was to say
that one was in substantial agreement
with it. This was a very wide phrase un-
der which a Mohammedan might creep.

The Most Serious Objection.

It was the polity, however, with which
Rev. Mr. Rainnie found most serions
fault. There was -nbtl{i;l{e _Presbyterian
left in it, only  the name felder. Ft was a
compromise. The elders were shorn of all
power and it was given into'the hands
of a quarterly board made up of repre-
sentatives of all the societies of the
church and the chureh took im members

polity the congregation had a right to call,
‘but. a settlement committee had-a right
to disregard such a call. “The right to
call was one that my forefathers<fought
and sufferéd long for. ‘It is going back
to the days of patronage and to this move
I heartily and seriously object.” =

“A complaint may be made against me
in the Presbytery, but so long as I can
wire pull in the settlement committee I
can snap my fingers at the Presbytery.
Ordination is in the hands of the settle-
ment committee and ‘there is no such
‘ceremony as induction. - After ordination
the . midister ' simply goes out to an ap-
pointment. This system of appointment
has never worked well.”

Time Not Ripe, He Says,

He was opposed to placing such power
in the hands of any committee. The time
was not ripe for union. There should be
a spiritual, But not a temporal union. A
paper union was worth nothing.

“It had been impressed on the pedple
that the union was to be brought about
for the purpose of saving. There was never !
since Christianity began, a united church,
even in the Apostolic times.

“If union is so necessary why did your
forefathers and mine leave the church of
Rome? If we have made a mistake let
us be honest about it and go suck. You
cannot make men think alike., Lhe basic
questions after all are not of polity,. but
of temperament and race. Freedom of
opinion has always been a distinguishing
mark of the Presbyterian church.”

No Saving, He Thought.

Authority was given the. clerk

ever, thought it would be as well to go on’
as usual,

The speaker next contended that'the
uarterly board had no legislative power.
t _simply an advisory board to act
(With the session. The proposed polity
was Presbyterian from beginning to end.
No time limit was set to the ministry: A
great deal had heen sdid about the station-
ing board but that body had no power to
turn a man out, He had faith in the
people “who were .democratic. “I don’t
know how far my ancestry goes back, but
{I'can tell Mr. Rainnie they came from the
Highlands ‘of Seotland, and there was no
popery_ .in them.” / i

_Under the proposed polity the elder bad

more honor than mnow. & of the
fact that it was not 1 m any
minister should sign the confession of

Jeill - Eo ; ,a.enmd;ngsnwhixg ‘ang&:ckﬁ:
{ ¥Vhat confession diy _sign Mr.
{Caskill " This ‘peﬁqﬁﬂwrmce was Te-
‘céived with lavghter and cries of disap’
proval, and Judge Forbes went on to re-
mark that it did not seem to make a great
deal of difference what a minister signed.
The union committee consisting of sixty
Presbyterians, sixty Methodists and thirty
Congregationalists, all of them prominent
men ‘in .their respective denominations,
had met and agreed with wonderful unan-
imity on the proposed basis of union. At
the meeting of the General Assembly at
which the question was debated tHey. had
been assured no step would be taken to-
wards consummating the union till ~the
congregations had been consulted.

Also Against it,

C. 8. Everett said he had three reasons
why he could not vote for union,
was that he saw the worldly spirit in it.
It was the merger &pirit of the business
world, where size counted for more than
quality. The Presbyterian and Methodist
churches were well enough standing alone.
The third reason was that there was no
call from tHe grea:s masses of the people.

Would Benefit Church.

Rev. David Lang referred to what had
been said about there being no call from
the masses. As a matter of fact the sub-
ject had not been sent to them yet. In
the west the lay element was unanimous in
favor of union and he-thought that .it
would be for the good of the whale church.
It had been-said that competition was good
for the church. He thought that competi-
tion in the ‘church should cease because the
forces of the world were strong enough to
engage its whole strength. Bome had said

was mentioned there was a lack of spiritual-
ity. He thought on-the contrary that it
was common sense and spirituality too. If
he . did not think that union would ad-
vance the cause of the Master, he would
not approve of it.. Seventy-five students
were graduated last year from the Presby-
terian - colleges in Canada. In. this work
sixty professors were engaged at ‘an’ aver-
age salary of $2,000 a year. This was a
great deal of money which might as well
.be used for'something ‘else’ and the work
could be just ‘'as well done by half the
number of professors. The prayer of Christ
was prompted by a desire on His part that
the world might know that God had sent
Him. They had a great deal to learn from
the Roman Catholic  church. At the
Eucharistic Congress in Montreal there had

were divided into sects just as much as the
Protestant church, but they ‘were united
before the world.

The Sacrifice.

Reference had been made to the sacrifice:
to’be made. Any union involved sacrifice,
but the good to be .gained was such that
the sacrifice could easily be made. The
spirit. of union was world wide and he
thought they would be opposing what was
right by setting their faces against it.

Dr. Smith,

Dr. Smith felt he could not honestly out
and out advocate either side of the ques-
tion. There were many things in the pro-
posed basis of union he did not approve of,
but. he thought the question ought to be
faced. The question was ‘Is Presbyterian-
ism the last expression of church govern-
ment?” His interpretation of the history
of the church was that in the future they
would recognize a union not around any
ecclesiastical organization, but round the
Lord Jesus. He did not believe Presbyter-
ianism was in its final form. The same
thing was true of all' churches. The mat-
ter of union might be delayed for years,
but he thought that if it commended itself
to the three churches-interested, they
would be. right to trust the democratic
spirit of the people to remove all minor ob-
jections.

Rev. Mr, McCaskill,

Rev. Mr. McCaskill submitted that the

He did not think the proposed union
would ‘result in the saving of men and
money that was expected. Church unions |
had not been successful in the past. “The {
Presbyterians are asked to give up more '
jthan the other two bodies. - I protest |
against the formation of a gigantic religi- !
ous trust.” He-had heard that the union!
was to be brought about for political pur-
poses. He had even seen it stated that
i1t was for the purpose of fighting Roman-
‘ism. “If that is the reason, God save us
rom it:¥

Rev. R. A, McDonald, .

Rev. R. A .McDonald seconded the mo-
j tion. His first ground was that the Pres-
byterian church had not been used fairly
in the matter. The congregations had not
had a chance to judge rightly of the pro-
posed basis. As far as union was con-
cerned he approved of it if union ever be-
came possible. He thought that under the
present basis, however, it was impossible.
The creed might be improved, though even
that might be accepted. He felt that the
Presbyterian church could go half way
but not all the way in the matter. He
questioned the necessity for union. They
were already in ‘a stronger union that the!
proposed corporation would be if it ‘was
ever completed. A danger to be faced
would be the tendency towards one man
power. He did not believe that union
would go through, but if it did it would
be at the expense of much of the earn-
estnces and liberality whichinow chéracter
ized the church. The union was impossible ’
because it ignored. individual = difference. |
Diversity in church or opinion was not a'
crime. He prophesied that if the union |

would go their way alone.

ludge Forbes,

Judze Forbes, one of the members of
the ynion committee, next spoke. He
sketched the rise and progress of the union
movement. He held in his -hand the min-
utes of the conference-since 190i. FEvery
effert Lad been made to have expressions
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of opinion from congregations and if they

did go through, many of the congregations.

question of union was one that had to be

‘faced. He regretted that the Presbyterys

stood alone. Personally, he was not first a
clergyman of the Presbyterian church, -but
a member. What he had to say was in
behalf of the members. This movement
was in angwer-to a deep meed and the
church preachers said there was a solution
and it must be admitted that they had
brought in their proposition in a very dip-
lomatic manner. He had known Principal
Patrick, of Winnipeg, who was at the head
of the union movement, for some years,
and he did not think there was a more
finished politician in Canada. He found it
difficult, he went on, to take the present
position seriously. The pesgle were stand-
ing back saying nothing but thinking a
great deal. Judge Forbes had said no ob-
jections had been taken. They never had
a chanee. The diplomacy of the movement
was apparent when it was remembered
(hat the matter was said to be a question
as to whether the basis of union as pro-
poscd was acceptable as a basis of union,
The fact of the matter was that if they

voted in favor of the remit they would,

never have another opportunity to vote on
church union. Rev. Mr. La_n;dm.s found
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faith, his honor turned ta Rev. Mr. McCas-'
Mo cible. and worshipped the calf-

One,

that because economy of men and money!

been a ‘great gathering of notables. They|

t church.

1s8ue.

bad been said that union would resplt
n ‘fewer colleges. . It had been the policy
of the Presbyteriin church in Canada to
open new colleges . every year. ‘Judge
Forbes had said something about creeds

and ‘bad asked me.what creed he .(McCas-|

1kill) had subscribed to. It is pretty well
understood’ in my own church that I am
~trying to do the work of bringing men into
harmony with the mind of Jesus as I view
it. Never in my wildest dreams have I
propose to scattle the ship. What I did
Wwas to try and throw something overboard
which I felt we could do without. If the

: Presbyterian church is voted out of exist-’

ence by your deliberations or mine, thank
God the world is wide and I will go forth
otill a member of that church, ' When the
children of Israel came out of Egypt-they
! threw their gold -and silver into the cru-
| cible a t came
-out and this committee asks us to worship
the“thing' they have produced.” .

“When Mr. McCaskill had resumed his
seat Mr, Lang, by permission of the mod-

'Roman- church.
The Evening Session.

until 7.30, There had been a’'few ladies
i present during the afternoon session, but
| when the members reassembled there was
iquite a Iarge attendance of the general
lpublic. It was nearly ‘'8 o’clock before the

" | proceedings commenced, and in the mean-

time there were many impatient cries of

in late and there were cries for him,-but

j anyone would like to gay anything on the
; Other side. i _
Rev. Mr. Gibson said he entertained
the utmost regard for those who belonged
to other churches. If he spoke against
union it was .not because he felt hostile
to them. This was not a creed building
age. Opinions were in a state of flux and
they ought to make haste slowly. There
were serious faults to be found with the
proposed polity but if he wanted to join
a church in whose polity he could sym-
| pathize he would rather join the Method-
;ist church. Many of those who were pro-
moting the union were seeking to bring
{about uniformity. Such a thing was not
lto be found in nature or art. It required
infinite variety to make a grand harmony.
Unity and uniformity were entirely dis-
similar.. He looked wupon the proposed
union as impossible. People took sides
jin politics because . they had different

iways of looking af government. The

Creator had designed nature thus and it
was not likely that He was to upset His
laws_in this case. :

- Another matter overlooked by the ad-
voeates of the union was that there would
be an influential minority which believed
that Presbyterianism had a mission in
the world and that they would never ¢n-
ter the union if it was consummated. The
fact was that if the upjon was brought
about instead of one church, as proposed,
they .would have fourey, .,

“If you want uniformity you will find
it in the church of Rome, but uniformity
is not religion, and .in reaching out for
the one we may let the other slip, Our
Protestantism is united against Roman
Catholicism.” It had been said that we
could go té Ottawa and demand laws in
our favor, but the world could never be
reformed by force but By the instilling of
the Word of God. He felt it would be
calamitous to carry the  union hastily.
The people themselves had made no de-
mand for union. ;

,“I do not say that if the union is :on-
summated I will stay ontside. I make no
threats, but I would like to hear the peo-
ple demand it first.”

‘Rev. M. Farquhar,

Rev. Mr. Farquhar followed in behalf
of the union. The creed of the proposed
church was agreeable to him and many
more. He contended that the Preshyter-
ians had had everything they agked for
,in the polity. There might he defects in
the documents, but he had faith that
there was enough statesmanship in the
churches to cure that. The matter come
down after all to a question of mere
names, but he thought they could afford

past when they are confronted with the
present. He urged that the members
should consider well and deeply if the
hand of God was in the union movement.

Rev. Mr. Boyd.

. Rev. Mr. Boyd said that the chief ob-
sect of the union committee was the econo-
mic side of the question but they give no
data. He denied that there was much
overlapping. The maritime provinces,
however, did not seem to cut any figure
in the matter. We had to consider the
race question but very few considered that
the Roman Catholic church held about the
same even balance varying only a few
decimal points, 41 per cent. He felt the
basis of union was so admirable it might
be sent to South Afrtca or Australia or
anywhere else where the question was
being agitated. He Lad doubts that legal
difficulties might arise.

‘Judge Forbes—“Mr. Beyd, how are you
going to vote after that speech?”

Mr. Boyd—“Against. union.” (Applause
and laughter).

Rev, G, Dickie thought union a theore-
tical solution for a practical difficulty. He
had two objections to it. In the first
place it was too broad for the present and
too narrow for the future. Co-operation
and federation had failed but that was be-
cause they had not faced the issue equare-
ly. This was being carried out in the
foreign mission field and it was a shame
and a disgrace that 1t could not be car-
ried out here. :

The basis of union was too narrow. The
denominations are all the time drawing
closer and he thought they could afford
to wait,

Rev. Mr. Baird,

Rev. Mr. Baird said in the discussion
he had heard no allusion to the Presby-
terian standards. He held in his hand
the book containing the documents.” The
. book originated in the Elizabethan age.
The speaker went on to dwell on the chay-
. acter of the men who compcsed the as-
i sembly which adopted the confession, The
| union meant if it meant anything that
{they must turn their backs on the con-
fession of faith, the shorter catechism and
every other thing connected with the
What is offered in return? An
ecclesiastical house ' of many mansions
whose foundations are laid in compromise
and whose walls are tco low either to
keep strong men ‘ift or to keep faddists

7 i

out. s 5

Rev. Mr. McPherson asked if it was the
intention that the .confession of {faith
shotild be binding on the minds and con-
sciences of wen today. Practically they
were not following these doctrines in de-
tail. “We are living in an age of progress

X Bl }tﬂic chm"ch;w.mxghb‘at some time come
bytery was trying to confuse the' into ‘the federation. :

: It was for the people to say if the'  Andrew Malcolm said  they  were
Presbyterian church should cease to exist.! legislating into union.

' the

At this point adjournment was taken'of.

to give up names which bind them to the|

and sre not bound by the Westminster

If the remit was

people. If it was defeated they would
never have a word to say about it,

Rev. Mr. Ross.

Judge ‘Forbes suggested that Rev. Mr.

i Ross be heard in behalf of the committee
;and that Mr. Rainnie close the debate.

This was agreed to and Mr. Ross took
platform. He believed any power tem-
poral or spiritual wag better for union. He
wished we had more union here and said
that we would have more in the near fu-
ture, Newfoundland would come into con
federation soon, Union was good.,

The Presbyterian church was a great
church and had done much for education
but he wanted her to do more, At first

" he was of opinion that no union could be

possible. The Presbyterians thought the

Methodists believed in mnothing but free

grace, and the Methodists thought the
Presbyterians believed in foreordination.
They had got together and found that
their beliefs were practically the same.

erator, said his ideal of union was not the The settlement committee was merely the

home mission committee, and the quarter-
ly board was something which the Pres-
byterian church had always felt the need
The greatest difficulties he thought
would rise from administratich, but these
would vanish and they would have some-
thing infinitely better than they ever had
efore. The trend of the timds was to-
wards, the nnion of all the Christian
forces. Union was coming and would
come no matter what the prejudices of

“Que tion! Question!” Rev. Mr. Ro:s came any were.

Rev. Mr. Rainnie was not opposed, to

he said that he would like to eclose the!the union when the proper time came. He
debate on theé negative if in the meantime!

would have made no protest if the re-
mit had not been sent under the barrier
act which meant the documents ¢ould not
be changed. The documents had been sent
but all the documents were not alike, It
had been said that he had intimated that
division was a good thing. All he meant
to show was the difficulty of keeping men
in, one organization. They were really

legislating for union becanse they would |

not have a chance to vote on it again. He
urged that the Presbytery by its vote
refuse to approve of the remit.

Lost 15 to 24.

Rev. Mr. Gibson then called for a roll
call vote which resulted in the motion be-
ing lost, 15 to 2t

A Protest,

As soon as the result of the vote was
declared Rev. Mr. Rainnie protested
against ,the decision of the court for rea-
sons which he would hand in writing to
the clerk within ten days. In this he was
joined by Rev. Messrs. Gibson, McCaskill,
Ireland, Baird and McDonald. -

Rev. Mr. Anderson then reported for the
allocation committee and the meeting ad-
journed.

The Marning Session. L

At the morning session the resignation
of Rev. Mr. Ireland, as pastor of the
Woodstock. church, was. gccepted to take
effect the first Sunday in March.

Committees were appointed to draw up
resolutions on the deaths of Rev. Dr.
Murray and Mrs. Clark, wife of Rev. Har-
old Clark. Rev. Mr. McDonald, of Rich-
mond, was appointed moderator of the
Woodstock congregation, and Rev, Mr.
Baird, chairman of the augmentation com-
mittee, pro tem. Rev. Mr. Peacock’s re-
signation was accepted to take effect at
the end of the year.

Rev. Gordon Dickie for the foreign mis-
sion reported that $71,000 was asked, and
the amount allocated to St. John w
$4,380. Mr. Dickie also reported for the
home mission board.

Rev. T. Hunter Boyd resigned from the
pastorate at Waweig. He has been called
to Glasgow, Scotland, and the resignation
will take effect this month. A bill from
Rev. D. J. McDonald for services was or-
dered paid.

WILLIAM HOWE
NEW CLERK FOR
THE MARKET

Committee Acts Prbmptlv and
it is Believed Thev Have
Chosen Good Man.

Wednesday, Dec. 14,

The new market couunwmiiee, composed
of the mayor, Ald. Jones, Wigmore and
White, have acted promptly in taking up
the control of the affairs of that institu-
tion and this morning a new clerk will
assume office, namely, William Howe, who
has been conducting a commission busi-
ness in the market.

The committee, which was only appoint-
ed at Monday's meeting of the council,
held their first meeting vesterday morn-
ing in the mayor’s office and another ses-
sion was held in the afternoon. At the
morning. meeting the time was largely oc-
cupied in searching the. Union act to de-
termine just what powers they would
have. 4 :

In the afternoon they held another ses-
sion at & o’clock, when several applica-
tions were considered for the vacancy
caused by the suspension of W. C. Dun-
ham, the deputy clerk, and William i.owe
was chosen. He is a young man who has
been connected with the business of tne
market fer several years and ‘those who
know him best predict that he will make
a capable official. ¢

He is to go on duty this morning and
is to have supervision over the auairs of
the market, under the direction of the
committee. He will be. expected to sce
that the by-laws of the market are car-
ried out, that the building is kept clean,
fites-are looked after and various other
matters. &

The committee has not yet taken up
the matter of revising the by-laws but will
probably do so at once. So far as the
section of the report regarding the collec-
tion of the tolls by the city is concerned,
it is understood that the present lessee
will continue. to collect them until his
term expires on April 30 next. It is not
known what attitude the committee will
adopt in the matter of the stands, which
in the opinion of the investigating com-
mittee were illegally sold.

Another meeting of the committee will
be held this morming to consider other
phases of the work so as to get down to
a workable basis as soom as possible.

i
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' carried, the matter would be sent to the

10 PENTENTIRY

Judge Barry Gives Him Sen-
tence of Twenty-five
Years

FOR MANSLAUGHTER _

B —

ltalian Who Murdered His Compan-
ion in Latter’s House in North
Street Will Not Hang—Tried Twice
on Murder Charge But Was Not
Convicted,

Thursday, Dec. 15.

In the circuit court vesterday afternoon,
Andi Regsi, the young Italian, who on
June 26 Jast shot and killed his compatrt,
Diego Siracusa, in his home in Not'h
streat, pieaded guilty to a charge of man-
slanghter and was sentenced by Julge
Barry to a term of twenty-five years in
Dorchester renitentiary. The prosecution,
conducted by Attornéy General Hazen, on
twa former cccasions on which Rossi stood
trial, having fsiled to secureva conviczion
for murder, the jury disagreeing on boch
ocecasions, had changed the charge yesuor-
day from murder to manslaughter: Iu
sentencing Rossi Judge Barry reminded
him that Le was a young man yet and it
was juet possible; providing he behaved
well while in prison, that his- sentence
i would be considerably reduced. Sentence,
he said, was imposed not only to punish
but to deter others from commitiing
crimes,

The senicnce of the Italian brought to a
close one of the most surprising cases in
the history of local criminology. The ac-
cused did not deny that he shot his com-
patriot afler a quarrel over a woman, bus
the prosecution was not able to secure a
verdict of murder.

On June 26 last Diego Siracusa was found
iin his lonely home in North street lyirg
{on a bed eaturated with bleod that poured
i from a wound in the back of his head. He
was taken to the General Public Hospital,
where he died a few days afterwards, never
regaining consciousness. All the circum-

and suspicion at once fell upon Rossi, who
had been living with Siracusa and who
suddenly disappeared on the day following
the shooting. The police started on the
trail of the missing man and Detec-
tive Killen succeeded in capturing him at
. Welsford two days afterwards. When .ar-
| rested, money and a watch belonging to
Siracusa were found in his possession. To
the police Rossi confessed to having com-
'mitted the murder and leading them to a
creek out the Marsh Road, he pointed out
, the spot where he had hidden the revolyer.

 Was Jealous.

| As the time passed facts copnected with
| the case were daily brought to light and it
| soon became apparent that jealousy over
a woman was the cause of the crime, When

2 placed on trial for murder Rossi denied

the charge, contending that the crime was
| not premeditated but merely an act done
!in a moment’s heat of passion. His story
was evidently believed for on two different
occasions the jury failed to convict him,
although both times there was a large ma-
jority in favor of a conviction. The charge
of minsl ughter, he did ndt deny, and when
asked to plead to this yesterday he readily
answered guilty. J. B. M, Baxter, K. C.;
and G. Larle Logan were his solicitars.
Attorney General Hazen appeared on all
three occasions for the prosecution.

When the court met yesterday the fol-
lowing jury were empannelled: Thos. J.
Barnes, Manzer E. Grass, Chas. M. Ling-
ley, Chas. E. Harding, Jas. S. Dalzell, G.
McLaughlan, John Rais, John 8. Seaton,
Wm. B. Hatfield, Daniel Monahan, John
R. Greer and Alfred Crowley. :

J. W. Allen, convicted at the November
sitting of the court on four charges of ob-
taining money under false preténces, was
allowed to go by Judge Barry-on suspend-
ed sentence. His honor told him that-he
was liable to twelve years in the peniten-
tiary and if he ever was brought before
him again, no matter how great or small
the charge, he would give himvthe full ex-
tent of the law. E. W. Wéyman was his
solicitor.

QUICK WITTED THOUGH DRUNK.

(New York,) ¢ N

A well-known vaudevilie monologist
sometimes imbibes to the extent where lo-
comotion becomes marked by difficulties.
One evening his legs gave out altogether,
and a policeman lugged him to the night
court. As it happened, the magistrate on
the bench knew him well and let him go,
after getting his promise to go straight to
his.-hotel, and stay, there.

But, once at liberty, the monologist for-
got all about his pledge to his friend the
magistrate, and started in all over again.
The next night he was brought to court
again, this time by two policemen instead
of one. The magistrate eyed him sorrow-
fully as he appeared at the bridge, held
upright by a towering bluecoat on each
side. \ y

“Tut, tut, tut!” said the judge. “Drunk
again, I suppose?”’

“Yes,” said the unabashed comedian, as
he shoved his two captors forward, “both

stances pointed to a cold blooded murder,

Miss Lawson Still

Missing
Gleaner Stenographer

Left Town for
Bost(_m

H. F. McLeod and R. B.
Hansen on Witness Stand
Wednesday--Magistrate to
Render Decision Menday

Fredericton, Dec, 14.—The feature of the
criminal libel case, in which James M,
| Crocket, managing editor of the Gleaner,
iis defendant, today was the admission by
i L. J. Lister, pressman of the Gleaner, and
uncle of Miss Nellie Lawson, the missing
witness, that the latter left Fredericton for
St. Jobn with the intention of going to

Boston on the night preceding the opening
of the trial. Miss Lawson had boarded at
the home of Lister and the latter admitted
that he was surprised when she left so sud-
denly.

Miss Lawson was stenographer in tlie
| Gleaner office and was subpoenaed as a
! witness some time ago. Inquiry at her
‘home 1 Carleton county has elicited the
information that her present whereabouts
are unknown and that the intended mar-
riage on her part was unknown to her
father. Employes at the Gleaner office
i have stated that Miss Lawson was to bs
married on December 22.

* R. B. Hanson, of the firm of Slipp &
}Hanson, was on the stand this afternoqn,
| He swore that on the day the alleged libel-
lous article appeared in the (Heaner Jas.
H. Crocket, managing director, informed
‘him between noon and 1 o’clock that he
had learned that G. B. Fraser, registrar of
probat.s for Northumberland, had denicd
that he had sent a telegram to R. V.
McLellan to the effect that the William
Richards will and proceedings of the casc,
arising from a contest of thdf will, were
not missing. Crocket had also told witness
to be on the watch for some startling
announcement in the Gleaner that after-
noon but not to say anything about it be-
fore the paper appeared.

Hon. H. F. McLeod, solicitor general,was
on the stand also. When asked concerning
his conversation with G. B. Fraser, of
Chatham, concerning telegrams exchanged
between him and James H. Crocket, wit-
ness said that he had called Fraser up at
Crocket's instigation. Witness had noswv no
doubt that Mr. Fraser sent the reply to
, Mr. McLellan’s telegram. Witness, how-
ever, did not use the word “letter” in his
conversation with Mr. Fraser. He Lad iu-
formed James H. Crocket of what Fraser
had said and had also told others.

G. B. Fraser, when on the stand some
days ago, stated that he gave a direct -an-
swer in the afirmative when asked by H.
F. McLeod if he had sent a telegram to R.
W. McLellan, and was afterward confused
by reference to the word ‘“letter” which
had appeared in the Gleaner.

C. H. Giles, vice-president of the Glean-
er, Limited, was also on the stand today
and stated that although an important of-
ficer of the company, he had no knowledge
of the working of the office or of the per-
son responsible .for the publication of the
paper but thought James H. Crocket was.
Mr. Giles is heavily interested financially
in the Gleaner and his ignorance of mat-
ters connected with the paper is considered
to be remarkable. :

The case was adjourned until Monday
morn ng when Police Magistrate Marsh will
decide whether or not fhe case is to go to
a higher court. Counsel presented argu-
ments this afternoon, technical points be-
ing dealt with at great length.

Atter ‘a briel luncss, .u.s. Sarah Bliss,
widow of Geo. J. Bliss, at one time clerk
of the legislature, and sister of Henry B.
‘Rainsford, who now holds that position,
ldied this morning. She was in her 8lst
:vear. Fred St. John Bliss, secretary-treas-
.urer of York county, and Lewis H. Bliss
are stepsons, Mrs. Bloss was in receipt of
'an annuity of $300 from the estaté of Mrs.
John J. Fraser. ;

- Miss Helen M. Thompson died at her
Lhome last night from heart trouble. She
‘was a daughter of the late George Thomp-
son and sister-in-law ‘of the late Hon. A.
G. Blair. She is survived by one brother,
G. Slason Thompson, journalist of Chi-
cago; and two eisters, Mrs. A. G. Blair
of Ottawa and Miss Mary Thompson of
the education office. Senator Thompson is
Fa cousin. ! ;

Rev. H. V. Manzer of Port Medway, N.
S., a graduate ofsthe U. N. B. and Miss
Purvis, of this city are to be married
here on Wednesday next.

Rev. W. C. Machum of St. Marys has
been called to the pastorate of the Bapt-
ist church in. Hantsport, N. S.

AE A FAVOR.

{Califcrnia Christian Advocate.)

A tramp called at the house of a gen-
tleman and said:

“I've walked many miles to see you, sir,
because people told me that you was very
kind to poor chaps like me.”

“Oh, they said so, did they?”

“Yes, sir; that's why T came.”

“And are you going back the same way ?”

“Yes, eir.”

“Then, in that case, will you he good

of them, your honor.”
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