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December 15, 1897.

ful was seldom mentioned. Asif by mutual agreement
we all carried our sorrow, th each other in our
of the dear one who had
been so cruell chuudm hh t. It has

Polly Potdf.

Her real name was Polly Patman, but everybody called
her Polly Putoff, Of course, you can gusss how she
came to have such a name. It was because she put off
everything as long as shie possibly could.

“Oh ! you can depend on Polly for one thing,” Uncle
Will would say. ‘'You can depend on her putting off
everything, but that is all you ¢an depend on.” And 1
am sorry to sdy he spoke the truth,

“Polly | Polly I mother wound say in despair, “how
shall I ever break you of this dreadful habit 7"

It was just three days to Polly's birthday, and she had
been wondering very much what her mother and father
intented to give ber, She thought a music box would
be the best thingy bt $he was almost afraid to_hope for
that, Am-ﬂoﬁ.nmmmﬂ brought
some to the house, Polly hiad gone wild with delight
over their preity lpw tinkle.

“Polly,” mother satld'that morning, ‘‘here is a letter
that I want you to post before school.””

*Ves, mcther,” answered Polly, putting the letter in
her pocket,

As she hed the schoolh , she saw the girls
playing, and she stopped ‘‘just a " Then the
bell rang, 80 she conld not post the letter then, She
looked at the address. It was directed toa man in the
next town, “Oh, it haso’t got very far to 8o I will post
it-after school.”

Aftér school shie forgot alk about it.

*Did you post my lettes) Polly ?' ssked mother, when
Polly was studying herlesso evening.

Polly’s face grew very red, and she put her hand in
her pocket. ‘I will post it in the morning,”” she said,
faintly,

‘"It is too late,’’ answered mother, *!The man to whom
the letter is airected went away this evening and I
haven't his address, = It really only matters to younel!
for it was an order fora music box for your birthiday.

0, mother exclaimed Polly,- Is it mlly too hte e

1 dow’'t know where he"is mow,” said mother. ‘If
you had not put off ing the letter he wonld have re-
ceived it before he s and left the music box, It is

too late now.,”

Wasn't that a hard lesson? It cufed Polly, though,

and she has nearly lost her old name,—Christian
Uplook.

* ook %k
Tiny's Alarm Clock.

Tiny looked up from her slate as her Lig (;;blher Tom
came in - one day with an odd-shapsd pa‘gpjf bundle in
his hands. Tiny ran to meet him.

‘* Oh, Tom, what isit?"’ -hc nked curionsly. ‘* Any-
thing for me? "’

‘ No,” said Tom. Such a wideawake puss as you
are doesn’t need aids to early -rising ;"' and he untied
, the strings and opened the package.

“ Why, it'sp clock | " said Tiny, disappointed  We've
got three clocks mow, Tom. What made you bring
another? "’

Tom began winding the little clock. ‘' You Jun listen,"
he said,

** Whierr | Ragtle, xutle‘ rattle! Whirrr? What
T el Cxctimet Tom, sing
Tiny's wonder, *' We.can set it so the lhmuwﬂl
strike at apy time of t and wake us. You know I

have to leave home before daylight sometimes ''—for
o monuuuﬂvr 1" said Tiny, with kli

" very, very funny | " ; g
e)e) * Goes ‘3 lle!’v tln;oae tou ‘“l

O, how I whh Thad one !

't There's another funn; thin‘ hou!it' went on Tom,
‘hu the; vgiflc ’.timlndmn hqe'u:n 2 1 bu‘;
thin a little ess an.
leulhblcyto bow“’lh;dby ”&wnot make

any impression at all

‘% , “y w'ld:!_wnldluve one all m
ovm.’ lhe ddlgdn It must be such fun to hear it
go off

" You haye one,” said 'rom, gravely.,
a5 An alarm clock ?’ .
Tomuoddcd.
“Whue?
Mﬁ in there,” nid'!oln, with his band over Tiny's.

eart,
T"ch 1 don't belkn it ever went off,” laughed
iy

“Yu. I'm sure it has. Wﬁt {on fnllikc
Tin ,don‘t 5«%&«-— 5 m’
Kny deu' M"

1 “Yu.m” d th

rocm.“d back tosay, It \vut,oﬁtla-
%Mm& smiled. “lWLitwonld"he

Ault“ on little folks widluhmcbchmt to be
;:n A the first &#or and i

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
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« The Young People «

R GRS ST J. D. FREEMAN.
BPirans, {65 e

Kindly addressall a»nmummtums for this department
to Rev. G. R, While, Fairviile, St. John.
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Prayer Meeting Topic for December.
C. E. Topic.—Our sins, and how to get rid of them,
Luke 13 23-30.
B. Y. P, U. Topic.—Man's failure: God’s success,
1 Cor. 1: 16—:5.

¥ ¥

B. Y. P. U, Daily Bible Readings,
(Baptist Union,)

Monday, December 20.—1-Cor, 2 The basis of our
faith, (vs, 5). Compare 2 Cor. 4:

’!‘neulny. December 21, anr \ The best founda-
tion, (vs, 11), Lmnpnrelph >4

chneldny, December 25, — 1 Cor, 4. Hidden
things shall be revealed, (vs. 5). Compare 1 Cor. 3:13.

Thursday, December 23.~—1 Cor, 5. Avoid evil-doers

in our character building, (vs. 11). Compare Rom, 16:
17.

l-nduy, December 24.—1 Cor. 6. Of what is my body
the temple ? (vs, 19). Compare 2 Cor. 6: 16,

Saturday, December 25—1 Cor, 7: 1~ ~24. We are
workmen bought by Christ, (vss. 22, 23). Compare
1 Pet, 1:18, 19.

* k&

B. Y. P. U. Prayer Meeting Topic—December 19,

Man's failure : God's success, 1 Cor. 1: 21, 18, 25.

I Man’s failure.—It is very humbling to the pride of
the great and learned men of the schools to be told that
they have failed to enlighten h ity on the subject
they profess to teach, and it must be really exasperating
when some obscure person outside the schools stands
forth to prove them wrong and give light upon the same
subjects, We naturally have faith in our great and
learned men and look to them as the teachers of the
people. When, therefore, any one opposes what they
teach he must be.prepared to give the very best of reason
for his opinions, and even then we may expect many will
not forsake old doctrines. When that obscure Benjamin
St. Paul stood forth to proclaim the wise men of the
Jewish and heathen world wrong and dead fathers as
enlighteners of the people he took a bold stand indeed,
and must have felt very sure of his ground. It is not to
be woundered at that the sages of the east and the wise
men of the west united to persecute him, more especially
as he used such severe language to characterize them
and their doctrines.

Vs. 19, 20. Rom. 1: 22, 23.

The first part of the 21st verse means that God thought
it wise to give mena fair chance of finding him and
knowing him by their own unaided wisdom, and they had
miserably failed.

1st. God thought it right that man’s power should be
fully taxed before he would introduce his plan.

2nd. Sufficient time was given for this trial. Nearly
four thousand years were given.

3rd. The circumstances were most favorable for this
tnal of man’s natural powers. The greatest men the
world has ever seen were raised up and their minds were
b:ought to bear on pilosophical and theological subj
but all ended in dmnal failure ; the world grew wome
and worse as Paul showsin the letter to the Romans,
chapter 1, verses 23, 24, 25

1st. Their specul were 1 ‘‘ Hath' not
God made foolish the wisdom of this world,”’ verse 20.

2nd. Their lives were corrupt, Rom. 1 : 24.

3rd. Their religious systems were degndmg,Rom 1,23

IL.—~God’s success,

‘' For after that." That is after all the experience of
the world, it was ascertained that men would never by
their own wisdom come to the true knowledge of God, it
pleased him to desire another plan of salvation.

The foolish of,.u hi Not“‘,,u hi
but the preaching of that which was absurd in the opm-
ion of the great philosophers of the world, viz.,the preach-
ing of the cross, verse 19.

This preaching would be successful.

1st, Because it set forth God's plan, not man's plan, for
saving the world, verse 18,

and. Because as the world was lost through human
pride, it could only be saved by a system which would
humble human pride, verse 20.

3rd. Because the longer the cross is preached the more
evident it booouu thnt this prachmg has power to
putify, elevate and save h ity, verse 24,

4th, Because God designed to make this preaching the
means of displaying his wisdom and power before all
men, verse 25, J. H. ForsHAY.

L S S

Mg. EpiToR.—Please allow me to put the Banmer
Award right. Your '‘ correction '’ in last week’s issue is
wisleading.  The Banner for the three Courses was and
is (according to the minutes) awarded to the Union

" clearly. When a debt has by

papers. As President of the Union receiving this banner
for past two years, desire to make the above state-
ment clear so that competing Unions will know the exact
basis of award.' In the S. L. C. Banner award your
correction is right. Yours,

Gro. A. MCDONALD,

December 4. Pres. North Union, Halifax.

* k k &
Canning.

Our Union has entered upon another year of earnest
work for the Master. The officers elected are: Mr.
Edgar Faton, President; Mrs. Annie Parker, Vice
President ; Mr. M. S. Faton, Secretary ; Miss ‘Addie J.
Rand, Cor.-Secretary; Mr. Eaton Dickie, Treasurer.
We are taking up the lessons of the Sacred Literature
Course, which we find very interesting.

Appig J. RAND, Cor,-Sec'y,

* k k *

The Annual Report of the Junior Union of Main Street
Baptist Church.

We organized our Junior Union October 3, 1896, with a
-membership of 29, which has increased to 106, with an
average attendance of 60. We admit children under
eight years, but do not place their names on the same
roll with the rest. We have twenty-four of  such at
present. February 27 we began Conquest meetings,
which we have since held monthly ; collections of these
are for missionary purposes. We also stuted a Dorcas
Club April 25, also for The 'y subject
seems to be the one our Juniors are the most mtereded
in. On Prebruary 13 we had a sleighing party, which
we all thoroughly enjoyed. September 19 we enjoyed
another very pleasant outing at Deacon Scott's farm,
Mahoganey. We re-opened our Union October 2, 1897,
Rev. Mr. Corey, of Charlottetown, P. E. lIsland, ad-
dressed us at that meeting. We have now taken up the
Junior C, C. Courses, We are hoping for better work
this year. NELLIE GALLOP, Sec'y.

St. John, November 31,

2 ¥ % ¥k x

Our Best For Christ.

Simple business fairness demands that we should give
our best to Christ ; that a man should be worth at least
as much to his churchas he is on a bank or railroad
directory, or an the town council,or as attorney in a suit,
or tenant on a farm. In all these positions, and others,
the demand of society is : ‘“Vour best or your resigna-
tion!"" The spectacle of the genius of a Tesla backing
old Niagara into the shafts to earn his living by the sweat
of his face, is simply a response to the world's demand
for the best. Steam power is no longer good enough for
certain industrial uses. The FErie canal-boats and the
Empire State express, side by side, are- a further example
of the workings of this law. In IKggleston's ‘‘Hoosier
Schoolmaster’” he describes ‘‘The Church of Best Licks.”
There should be no church or Christian' of any other
sort. ' Yet some churches and Sunday Schools are trying
to advance the kingdom of Christ by canal-boat methods.
The gospel demands more despatch in its transmission
than thefaffairs of the world. “The King's business re-
quired haste.” —S. S. Times.

* k k %k

Among the Orientals there is a beantiful custom that
tells the story of Christ's atongment on the cross very
1 settled, either by full
payment or forgiveness, it was the custom for the creditor
to take the cancelled bond-and nail it over the door of
him that had owed it, that all passers-by might seée that
it was paid.

O blessed story of our remission ! There is the cross,
the door of grace, behind which a bankrupt world lies in
hopeless debt to the law. See Jesus, our surety, coming
forth with a long list of our indebtedness in his hand !
He lifts it up where God and angels and men may see it
and then, as the nail goes through his hand, it goes
through the bond of our trausgressions to cancel it, for.
ever blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that were
against us. He took it out of the way, nailing it to the
cross, He paid the price due to the justice of God, and
thus red d those who beli in Him from the power
of the wicked one. :

Come to the cross, O sinner! Not in order that you
may wash out your sins by tears or atone for them by
good works, but rather that you may redad the long black
list that is against you, and be pierced to your heart by
sorrow that you have offended such a gracious God, and
then lift up your eyes, that you may see Gad turning His
eyes to the same cross at which you are looking, and
saying: I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy trans-
gressions for my own sake;, and will not nmbu“y
sins.”’ \Sins tmgouen by God!l What a ;hdou




