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A WARNING 10 THE
CZAR'S SUBJECIS

GOVERNMENT DECIDES ON
VIGOROUS MEASURES

Disorders Will be( Suppressed With a
Firm Hand— Zemstvos Must Curb
Their Activities.

§t. Petersburg, Dee. 27.—The follow-
ing communication was issued by the
government early ‘this merning:

“In the autumm of this year there was
a2 meating in St. Petersburg of several
Zemstvos of the various governments
who expressed a series of desires con-
cerning what are, in their opinion, indis-
pensable refornms in the different goverm-
meats of the empire. These desires were
made the subjects of aation by miembers
of various other assembliés which met for
the purnpose and also, knowing the provi-
sions of law, were considered at the de-
liberations of certain eouncils and Zems-
tvos. Thus by the aetiion of people, who
endeavored to introduce discord into pub-
lic and state life, excitement arose in the
minds of certain sections of society,
chiefly among impressionable youths. In
cemtain towns of the empine there oceur-
red a series of noisy meetings, which de-
manded the presentation: to the.govern-
ment of certain demands which were in-
admissable in the face of the sacred
foundations of the laws of the empire
and the indestruetible elements which
form the government. These sections of
the public made street demonstrations in
bands and openly residted the pobee au-
thority.

“Sueh movements dgainst the
onder of the: government which
fallen advensely upon the bulk of the
Russian people, who are loyal . the

everlasting fonndations of ‘the existing’
gave to the e'xemment,

government,
sbove refefred {0 an undeserved imj t-
ance of a general tendency The
sian people invdlved in this movunent.,
forgetful of the grievous year which has
fallen to the lot of Russia, blinded by

chimeriéal hopes of profits wh ch theyl

might expect from a radieal chuuae in
the ancient foundation of the Russian

state and life and not kmowing wha;k

they were doing, acted to the afdlvania
not of the country, but of its mgr\
preserve order in the state and protect
the public confidence from all change in
the true course of internal life. “There-
fore any destruction of order and peace
and all meetings of an anti-government
character must and will be stopped by
all legal meang 'at the disposition of the
authorities; and those concerned in these
disorders, especially persons empioyed in
the government serviee, will be held re-
sponsible.

“Zemstvos @and town councils and
every form of institution must not go
beyond the limits provided for them and
must not concern themselves in questions
in the comsideration of which they have
no legal authonity. Presidents of pub'ie
meetings who allow consideration {o
take place of matters not in their proy-
ince—of questions of general government |
—are liable under the existing laws, and
organs of the press with the knowledge
of the responsibility which resis upon
them, must for their part introduce the
necessary calming effect on public life,
which has deviated in recent times from
its proper course.”

Convention at Moscow.

Moscow, Dec. 27.—The Zemstvo con-
gress of the Moscow government opened
to-day. Prince Tributezkoi, the presi-
dent, in his opening address dwelt upon
the serious condition of Russia and the

cretable war with Japan, the end of

ich could not be anticipated, as well

s a crave economical ecrisis through
which the country is passing. and the in-
ternal disorganization of the Empire.
All this, he said, lay as a heavy yoke on
the Russian people and produced the con-
dition of strong nervous excitement un-
der which it labored.

Prince Tributezkoi then proposed the
adoption and forwanding to Emperor
Nicholas of a resolution announcing
that to commemorate the birth of the
Czarevitch Zemstvos had set aside the
capital sum of $150,000 to be devoted
to the construction of new schools, and
that the Emperor should -be asked to
name the new foundation after his son
Alexis. Continuing, the Prince declared
that Minister of the Interior Sviatopolk-
Mirsky's assurances of confidence in the
people had given the Zemstvo new power
to serve the state. The Zemstvo had
firm confidence in the Emperor. They
believed the happy day was nigh when,
through the ¥mperial will, the present
regimie, which had estranged the su-
preme wer from the people, would be

e day on which the Emperor

mon freely elected representa-

» people to participate in

hrough whose co-operation

I power and greatness of the

throne would be strengthened and the
triumphant development of the Father-
land assured. The development, the
Prince said, was dependent upon the
immutability of the principles of the law,
the inviolability of iperson and equality
of rights for: all citizens, as well as free
dom of sp*#ch and: faith. which would
bring them a strengthening of the close
and strong ties between the throne and
the people, and enable them to co-operate
for the good of the Fatherland.

The adopted by
ity of the votcs in the congress

address, was major-

Comments on Ukase.

Petershurg, Dec. 27,—The

is given an especially
reception by the press. The
Vremya, concluding a long analysis of
the document. says: “We firmly believe
and hope this will realize all the best
<\pu1n.m« of the most liberal minded ;

ins, and hope and believe also that
it will be the means of the' dawning of a
better day, and bring mere light and

reform

Novoe

have

“Ntow Ithe draty of the goverumeoent is to

favorable l

warmth and life into national existence
throughout the Empire.”

Taking the provisions of the ukase
separately, the Novoe Vremya says the
appointment of ministers to the commit-
tees for dealing with the several prob-
lems involved will form a connecting link
between the government and the people
and the sovereign, and that it believes
the ministers will be able to work
more effectively. A common council, the
paper says, will dissipate such misunder-
standing and friction hereafter existing
between departmental chiefs. The Novoe
Vremya chapracterizes the ukase as a
strong and favorable "answer to the
fcl'mns of liberalism, and says it is/

devoted to the peasant question, which
undoubtedly is one of the most serious
problems of national life.

Tho Novosti Russ comments in a simi-
lar tone, asserting that the great prob-
lem of national life is for the first time
put in a fair way of accurate and eatis-
factory settlement.

Dynamite Outrage,

London, Dec. 27.—A dispatch from St.
Petersburg to a news agency says the
Russian authorities have closed Moscow
University until February 1st owing to
recent disturbances.

According to the same source of infor-
mation, during the riots at Raxon two
railway bridges were blown up, and an
attempt was made < to dynamite the
statue of Alexander II., but only the
steps were injured.

IN GRASP OF BLIZZARD.
Wind end Snowstorm in the' South-
western States.

Kansas City, Mo., Dec. 27.—This por-
tion of the southwest to-day was in: the:
grasp of a genujne blizzard, the first
severe cold weather of the winter. Tt

and Iowa, over the whole of Kansas
and into Oklahama and Indian territory.

drifted by a high wind. Street ecar
traffic in Kansas City was demorglizéd,
and trains in every direction wereé de-
layed and stalled. Telephone and tele-
graph wires were rendered useless.” The
thermometer is close to theé zere mark,
showing g fall in temperature wince mid-
‘pight of 11 degrée, and a fall' of 63 de-
grees in 24 hours. More snow with con-
“tinued fall in temperature was Ppredict-
ey “

In New York Alsd. .

New York, Dec. 27.—Rain and sleet,
following the heavy snowstorm, have
played bhavoc with transportation facili-
ties and the telegraph service. Falling
on top of the snow ecovered pavements
and sidewalks the rain has formed a

were 80 shppery that no effort was mﬂde
to keep anything like schedule time. The
suburban trolley lines were almost para-
lyzed, but trains were late on every line.
How badly the telegraph and telephone

estimated. All through the east and in
Pennsylvania the wires are coated with
ice.

In addition to the delay caused by
sleet, ferry boats were hampered by a
fog so dense that it was almost dark at
7.30 a.m., and ferry boats bringing the
thousands of people employed in the city
from Jersey City amd Brooklyn picked
their way slowly from slip to slip in con-
stant danger of collision. No serious ac-
| vidents were reported.

Chicago, Dec. 27.—One of the most
severe storms of years has raged be-
taveen the Rocky mountains and the
Great Lakes to-day, ¢ausing much trouble
to street cars, railroads and telegraphs.
Phie latter were the greatest sufferers,
as the blizzard was preceded by a heavy
fog and rain. Railread trains were bad-
ly delayed, some being 24 hours late,
street car traffic was at a standstill.

In its extent the storm was the most
widespread of any in fifteen years.
Counting the fog as a component part,
the storm stretched from the Rocky
mountains to New York, and from Win-
nipeg to New Orleans., At 10 o’clock to-
night the stform was reported as subsid-
ing at Kansas City, but it will be sev-
eral days before normal conditions are
restored.

At Chicago and east of here'the storm
| is still raging with great violence, and
| is expected to continue throughout the
night, its centre apparently being be-
tween Chitago and Cleveland.

Reports from Kansas City early to-
day were that the storm was accom-
panied by high winds and snow, which
on the level would have been about one
foot in depth. All through western
Towa the storm raged with great fury.

AN trains in this section were report-
ed from one to six hours late.

In St. Paul the snow commenced to
fall early last night and played havoc
with the railroads and some trains from
the Pacific coast were reported to-night
as 24 hours overdue.

Nashville, Louisville, New Orleans
and Memphis all reported heavy rains
and a rapidly falling thermometer and
terrific winds.

The storm

struck Chicago shortly
after noom angd increased with great
rapidity until 5.50 o’clock, the wind at-
taining a velocity of 72 miles an hour.
By 7 o’clock it blew 50 miles an hour.
Between noon and 7 o'clock in the even-
ing the mercury dropped from 84 to 11
above zero.

The damage in the city of Madison,
Wis., is estimated at about $100,000.
the damage done by the storm will be
especially heavy in the oil fields, where
fully five hundred derricks were blown
down and all operations suspended.

F GOING TO THIBET.
l Tientsin. Dee. 27.—Tang Shao Ki, Tao
| Tai of
| routa to Thibet to investig:
there.

Tang Shao Ki, who wis educatedg at
Yale College, was former]v sécretary! to
Yuan Shai Kan, viceroy of Chili ptov-
{ imce.  He is conversant with foreign
! affairs, and is not comsidered anti-for:
eign, although jealdus of 'Chinese inter-
ests, He was commanded in the latter
part of September to proceed to Thibet,
and was created a metropolitan officer of
the third rank. He was dlso promoted

Tientsin, left this morming en
ate conditiong

Snow fell to a depth of a foot, and wag

wires have been crippled could not be

glad to see so much space and interest ]

Ywithy

extended through Missouri into Nebraska

| and experience of local committees. We

| laws regarding qpeasants into unity with

THE QUESTION OF
REFORM N RUSSIA

MANIFESTO HAS BEEN
ISSUED BY THE CZAR

Subjects Brought to the Emperor’s At-
tention Will Be Considered by
Council of Ministers.

St.  Petersburg, Dec. 27.—Emperor
Nicholag’s long expected reform ukase,
issued last _evening, deals, under
eight heads, with practically all
the subjects brought to the Emperor’s
attention by the memorial of the con-
gress of Zemstvos presidents held here
last month, and, while not specifically
pledging the government to carry out
the various reforms in their entirety, as
demanded by the memorial, promises
that each shall be referred to the coun-
cil of ministers, with onders to report
promptly on_the fullest measure of re-
lief which cdn be accorded on the vari-
ous subjeets.

One question not touched by the ukase
is that ‘of ‘the constitutional assembly.
Neither is the Jewish religion specifically .
mentioned, thongh freedom for all creeds
ot sects, whethier Christian or otherwise,
-is among t!e stbjects which will be dealt

. The va!fc’llﬁ subjects will be referred
to mmmxt(;eas for early report

The imperial decree, which is entitled,
¢ Scheme for the Improvement of the
Administration of the State,” is address-
ed to the'setiifte, and is as follows:

“In. aedordanice with the revered will
of our predecessor, and thinking
unceasingly - e welfare of the realm
“entrusted:to 8 by God; we regard it as
our MJB&,&Q govemment’s duty, in
cony “wish undeviating mainten-
ance of-the iqmnnmhxixty of the funda-
mental I6ws @f the empire; to have un-
tiring - éare for the conntry s needs, dis-
tinguishing all ‘that is really in the in-
terests“of the Russian people from ten-
dencies not seldom mistaken and influ-
enced by fransitory circumstances.

“When' the need of this or that change
is proved ®ipe, then we consider it neces-
sary to njeet it. even though the trans-
formation t¢" which this leads involves
the ‘introdiietion of essential innovations
in %md& pot doubt that the

‘W GertaKing Wit
meet with the sympathy of the well-dis-
posed section of our subjects, who see
the true prosperity of the Fatherland in
the support of civil tranquility -and the
uninterrupted satisfaction of the daily
needs of the people.

‘Placing in the forefront of our care
thought for the best ordering of the life
of the most numerous of our estates, the
peasant population, we may remark that
this matter is already under examina-
tion.

“Simultaneously with a detailed in-
vestigation of the initial proposals of the
ministry of the interior, which are being
carried out locally, .conferenees are now
being held by commissioners especially
selected. from among the most experi-
eneed of the highest administrative offi-
cials regarding the'most important ques-
tion of peasant life, assisted in their in-
vestigation of the general needs of the
agricultural industry by the knowledge !
command ‘those of labor to bring the
the general imperial legislation, thereby
facilitating tne task of attaining per-
manent security of this estate which, by
decree of the Czar liberator, is recognized
as consisting of free citizens possessing
full rights.

“First—The adoption of effective [
measures for safeguarding the law in its :
full force as the most important plllar of |
the throne of the autocratic empire, in
order that its inviolate fulfilment for all
alike shall be regarded as the first duty
by all the authorities and in all places
subject to us; that its nonfulfilment |
shall inevitably bring with it legal re- {12
sponsibility for every arbitrary act, and
that persons who have suffered wrong
by such acts shall be enabled to secure
legal redress.

“Second—That local and municipal in-
stitutions should be given as wide scope
as possioie in the administration of
various matters affecting local welfare,
and that they should have conferred up-
on them the necessary independence,
within legal limitations, and that repre-
sentatives of all sections of the popula-
tion interested in local matters should be
called upon, in equitable conditions, to
take part-.in those institutions with a
view to the completest satisfaction pos-
sible of their needs. Besides the gov- |
ernments and Zemstvo district institu-
tions hitherto existing there should be
also established in connection with them
public institutions for the administration
of local affairs in localities of smaller ex-
tent.

“Third—That, in order to secure equal-
ity of persons of all classes before the
law, steps should be taken to bring about
the necessary unification of judical pro-
cedure throughout the empire, and to as-
sure independence-of the courts.

“Fourth—That for the future develop-
ment of the measures introduced by us
for the protection of workmen in factor-
ies, workshops and commercial establish-
ments, attention is to be given to the |
question of the introduction of state in-
surance for workmen.

“Fifth—That there should be a re-
vision of the exceptional laws decreed
at the time of an.unparalleled outbreak
of criminal activity on-the part of the
enemies of public order; and the applica-
tion of which; was attended with a grave
extension of the discretionary power of
the“administrative “authorities; and that
at the same time steps should be taken
for cireumscribing their application with-
in the marrowest possible lmits, -and for
assuring the limitation of thé rights of
private persons involved in that applica-
tion shall only ‘bg permitted in eases
where the actual s@fety ‘of the state ig
threateried.

“gixth—That in donfirmation of my un-

to the military rank of lieutenant-generdl. deviating heart’s desire, as expressed in

] administration

chamor, and-thEtshw way

{ department

the imperial manifesto :of March 3rd,
1904, for the protection by the funda-
mental laws of the .empire of tolerance
in matters of faith, the “laws «ealing
with the rights of communities and per-
sons belonging to heterodox and non-
Christian confessions should be submit-
ted to revision, and that; independently
of this, measures should be taken for the
removal of all limitations on the exer-
cise of their religions not directly men-
tioned in the law.

“Seventh—That there should be such
revision of existing ordinances limitating
the rights of foreigners and others in
certain localities of the empire that in
the future there shall remain only such
of them as are required by .the present
interests of the empire and the manifest
needs of our people.

“Highth—Taat all unnecessary restric-
tions should be removed from the exist-
ing press laws, and that printed speeches
should be placed within clearly defined
legal limits; that the native press, in ac-
cordance with the progress of eduecation
and the independence thereby accruing to
it, should be left to the possibility of
worthily fulfilling its high calling, name-
Iy, to be the true interpréters of reason-
able strivings for Russia’s advantage,

“Acting upon the above principles,,

with: a view to a series of great internal
changes impending in the early future,
part whereof, under instructions previ-
ously given by us, are already under pre-
liminary examination, we deem it well,
in view of the diversity and importance
of these changes, to fix an order of
business for consideration of means and
the possibility of their early and complete
realization. 'The closest consideration is
incumbent on the various sections of the
throughout the whole
series of our state institutions.

* “With -reference to. all the above men-
tioned subjects the council of ministers
has to examine the Best way of giving
1| effect to our views and to submit to us
at the earliest possible date its decisions
as to the further shape of the above
mentioned measures.in their prescribed
order.
io us as to the subsequent progress of
the elaboration of matters mentioned.
(Signed) Nicholas.”

SOLP STEAMERS.

HAVE NOT

Reports Published in London Denied by
Hamburg-American and North-
German Lloyd Companies.

Berlin, - Dée, 28.— The Associated
Press called the attention of the Ham-
burg-American and North-German Lloyd
lines to the reports circulated in London
of recent sales of their steamers and re-
ceived assurances from both companies
that no steamers had %been sold. The
Hamburg-American offieials added the
specific denial that the steamer Phoeni-
cia had been sold to an uyaknown pur-

as announced last night in a dispatch
from Hamburg to a ILondon mnews |
agency.

The reports may refer to the sale sev-
eral days ago of five old steamers to a
ship-owners, Herr Diederichsen, of Kiel,
by the Hansa line.

ARBITRATION TREATY.
Japanese Government Agrees to Nego-
tiate With the United States.

Tokio, Dec. 28.—The Japanese govern-
ment has agreed to negotiate an arbitra-
tion treaty with the United States,

This is the result of Minister Gris
com’s representations to Baron Kamura,
minister of foreign affairs, who has noti-
fied him that his government is pleased
to accept America’s invitation. Baron
Kamura further states that Japanese
Minister Takaharaki is fully empowered

The committee has also te report

i stadt

P to LibaeY

l
1

WILL FIGHT 10
THE LAST SOLDIER

BESIEGED RUSSIANS ARE
CONFIDENT AND CHEERFUL

Another General Killed at Port Arthur )

—Seventy-Four Japs Perished
While on Special Duty.

London, Dee. 27.—The Daily Mail's
correspondent @t Tokio cables as [ol-
lows:

“December 19th the Japanese signalled
the Russian hospital ships proteeting ‘the
desitroyers in the roadstead of Port Ar-
thur to change their positions, and the
Russians requested a respite of six
houms, which meant giving the destroy-
ers the benefit of darkness. The sequel
is not known.

“It is known that recently positions
have been captured behind Liaoti which
have out off the Russian supply bases
/fmm thie main foree.

“Foreign correspondents from Port
Arthur declare that the fontress is rhe
strongest that was ever attacked; and
eompare it to Sebastopol, with hids =zr-
ranged in mutually supporting groups,
connegted by tramways and teiephones
and baeked by walls masking the i¢ove-
menit of the troops fmom one to ‘another.
They assert that no other army in ihe
woorld could have done what the Jdap-
anese have accomplished, but denrecate
as over sanguine the idea of its dmme-

‘ officers of the British steamer AMamy,
which arrived here from Vladivostock to-
day. These officers say that the cruisers
of the Vladivostock squadron, Rossia and
Gromoboi, are in good shape.

JAPANESE LOSSES
BEFORE PORT ARTHUR.
Tokio, Dec. 28, 9 a.m.—The army de-
partment publishes a list of 23 officers
killed and 56 wounded, presumably at
Port Arthur.
JAPANESE MOUNT BIG
GUNS ON 203-METRE HILL.

Chefoo, Dee. 28.—11 p. m.—It is Te-
ported here .that the Japanese in front
of Port Arthur have mounted. twe. 28,
centimetre guns on 203-Metre Hill.

Dl
JAPANESE ORUISERS
SIGHTED OFF HONGEKONG.

Horvkong. Dec. 28.—A large Japanese
cruiser arrived at Amoy yesterday. Two
Japanese cruisers were sighted off Hong-
kong to-day.

M Vs
CUHINESE ARE WATCHING
RUSSIAN WARSHIPS.

Shanghai, Dec. 28.—The Tao Tai has
issued strict orders to the commanders
of the Chinese warships in the harbors
af Woosung and Shanghai, and to the
harbor master at Shanghai, to prevent
any attempt at escape by the Russian
war vessels—the cruiser Askold and the
torpedo boat destroyer Grozovoi. More
Chinese cruisers are on their way . to
Shunghm

The Askold and the Grozovoi succeed-
ed. in reaching Shanghai after the battle
between the Russian and Japanese fleets
«off Port Arthur ' on: August:10th, and
since. t‘hat time their officers and crew
have * heen interned at Shanghai. A
rumor from Shanghai reached London on
December 9th that the Askold was coal-
ing and replacing her machinery pre-

diate capture.”
“Almost Superhuman Task.” i

St. Prettefrsburg, Dec.. 2%, —In an on*-
spoken- artiele in reply te a reeent ict-|
ter of Admiral, Birileff, which appealed
to the Russians not o’ openly. criticise
the conditions of the nayy, the Rpss 1o-
day- deehwee the? trmeu passed for sil-

ct *the “oll,

ots i; responsab‘e

Foubles worth | i

of warships and hag covered ug “Jth;
shame and grief. It would be absurd |
to hide defects that can still be repair- :
ed in the shops which remain at Kron- |
and Libau. We have already
criminally wasted enough time. |
The Russ enumerates the defects in

|
|
i

ripe ghas the . peculiarities of strociure
of Severall of the vessels destined for the 1
Far East make the voyage dangerons;

and the torpedo boats are in such shock- ‘

| ing condition that it is @ matter of sur-

|

prise that the authorities accept their
delivery. Torpedo boats intended to Te-
inforece  Vice-Admiral Rojestvensky's

| must clearly not be dispatched with the

to act with Secretary of. State Hay to |

frame and sign a treaty of the kind at
Washington, although as yet it is ex-
pected that this instrument will be word-
on similar lines with a series
treaties recently signed by President
Roosevelt and Secretary Hay.

OUTBREAK QF PLAGUE.

Nineteen Cossacks
Ural Territory.

St. Petersburg, Dec. 28.—It is official-

of |

numerous defiects which have been prov-
ed to exist in them.”

In condlusion the Rusy says: “Even if
Adminal kojestvensky is a clever leader '
and his 21,000 comrades are heroic sail- |
ors, everyone knows that we have im- |
posed on them an almost superhuman |
task as a consequence of our not being |
furnished with a true account of the
gravity of the events which have oc- |
ourred since ithe fatal night of February
8th.

e

Tokio, Dec. 28, 10.30 a.m.—Trustwor- |
thy advices from Port Arthur comnfirm
the report that Gen. Kondrachenko has |
been killed, and that Gen: Stioessel has
been injured by falling from his horse.
Gien. Smilnoff iy also reported wounded. |

The advices further say that the stern !
of fthe battleship Sevastopol has sunk in
shallow water. Her bow is damaged in |
two places and the steering gear is also |
damaged. i

The garrison is reported to be confident

| that relief will arrive before March 1st. |

Have Died in the |

Iy announced that a disease whose char- |
acter is similar to bubonic plague, has |
appeared among the Kirghizoo Cossacks :

in two settlements of the Ural territory,
resulting in nineteen deaths between
November 22nd” and December 26th.

The localities have been declared to be |

infected with the plague.

THROUGH UNKNOWN COUNTRY.

Mounted Police Patroi Starts For Fort | . ;
| capture of the heights of Pigeon

Macpherson, on the Mackenzie
River.

Ottawa, Dee, 28.—The Mounted Police |
telegram |

has received a
stating that a police patrol left Dawson
vesterday to open up a winter road so as
to get connection with Fort Macpherson,
on the Mackenzie river. Much of the

country through which the patrol intends ! 1
and it is very doubtful | duty-

going is unknown,
if they can get through.

SCHOONER DISABLED.

San Francisco, Dec. 27.—While enter- |
after complet- |

ing the bay this morning
ing a voyage from Grays harbor, the
steam schooner Chehalis lost her pro-
peller. Qlw had on board a cargo of
lumber for S
has proceeded in

schdoner Norwood.

tow of the

SERGEANT SHOT.
Fatally Wounded by & Private Whom He
Had Thrashed.

Lander, Wyo., Dec, 27.—Sergt.
company L, Eleventh Infantry, has been
fatdlly “'shot by Private Stanfield, of the
game company.

The men quarrelled’and tnen fought for
twenty minutes. During the struggle Stan-
fleld attempted to use @ knife. White se-
cured the knife and then gave Stanfield a
terrible beating. At mess call Stanfleld
scereted himself in the hall of the dining |
room, and, as White passed,
shots Info his body. White is in the hos-
pital amd will"'die; Stanfleld is In the
guard house.

San Pedro, to which port she |

s m | A : e s
team | against the eastern section of the main |

| per pound,

1 150 roubles per 100.
| bearing supplies Teached

White, of |

fired three ]

|

Despite its heavy losses on November
26th and subsequently, the garrison is°
said to be cheerful and pesolved to con- |
tinue the struggle as long as a single sol-
dier remains. The army claimg to have |
sufficient provisions to last until Febru-
ary. The navy
month’s stores.
The price of food in the beleaguered
fontress is high. Beef is a mouble and
one-half per pound, horse meat 6 copecks |
dog meat 25 copecks per
pound, turkeys 150 roubles apiece, eces |
But a few junks |
the garrison |
It is expected that the
bay |
will further curtail the landing of sup- |
plies.

the past month.

SEVENTY-FOUR OFFICERS !
AND MEN KILLED. |

Tokio, Deec. 28.—The navy department
publishes a list of pine officers and sixty- |
five men who were kilied while on special !

The time, place and circumstances are
not explained, and it is presumed that
another cruiser has been mined and sunk |
or damaged. Am explanation is expected
shortly.

ey
JAPS PREPARING FOR
ANOTHER ATTACK.

| in the

Tokio, Dec. 28.—It is understood that
the Japanese dynamiting and paralleling |

circle of forts around Port Arthur is pro- |
gressing favorably. ]
The right wing of the hesiegers con- |
tinue a heavy effective shelling of the
new town preparatorv to openations |
which are nearing eompletion. {
It is probable that the next attack will
be simultancously directed against the-
east and west faces of the fortress in an
endeavor to divide and weaken the re-
sigtance of the defenders.
PN S, S,
ESCAPE OF
DESTROYERS DENIED.
Chefoo, 28, 11 p.m.—The per-
sistent rumor whxch has been in ecircula-
tion for the past two weeks that several
torpedo boat desitmoyers have escaped
from Port Arthur and succeeded in
reaching Viadivostock is denied by the

STORY OF

] officials T(\_‘_’H is

| congratulate
vices during the war.

| journey

possesses about one | «

| 600

the cemetery, and finding thart both flanks |
all the works forming the |
they |
| entrenched on small hills near Etz moun- |
| tain under a severe enfilading fire which |
: caused them further heavy ‘

| had

| of
| Arthur,

! paratory to ah effort to escape snd join

the Russian second Pacifie squadron,
S s

CAPTAIN DECORATED
‘BY THE MIKADO.

’f‘ohio, Dec. 28, 10.30 a.m-—The Em- |
petor. to-day received in audience and |
decoriited  Captain Zurbonson, of the !
steamier Willehad. She had brought
home the Japanese refugees from Rus-
sia.

i G
TOGO WILL PAY
A VISIT TO TOKIO.
Tokio, 28.—Admiral

Dec. Togo will |

i
: =G . | probably arrive to-day at Kure, an zm-
| the ships still in Russian water, ., aver- ! - & 2 3

miles from Horo=nhimn
by Vice-Admiral Kamimura and other
expected to come to
Tokio on Friday merning, when the Em-
peror will receive him personally and
and thank him for his ser-
The New Year
seasor has bezun, and all Japan is enjoy-
ing a holiday, consequently Togo’'s
from Kure to Tokio will be a
conticuous popular ovation.
e
RENEWED RUMORS OF
MEDIATION PROPOS
Jeriin, Dee. 28, —It is believed here
that the latest rumor regarding the wil-
lingness of Emperor Nicholas to listen
to mediation proposals rests upon a fresh

i inquiry of France as to what terms His
Majesty is willing to accept in the case |

of mediatiom. Official circles’ in Berlin
entertain the possibility that
in this direction has been going on since
t has heen known that France and Great
Lrt.:i.l were anxious to terminate the
War:
Vo SIS
JAPS REPORTED TO
HAVE LOST SIX HUNDRED.

Dec. 27.—The
&rap correspondent at

watch  dated, December 26th, says:
‘A" messenger from Port

ibes a Japanese

of December 22nd,
mn of 1,000 mén and machine guns on
the northern defences. They dashed
the railway,
5 and sueceeded in reaching the
water course beneath Payuisean moun-
tain, whenee the Russian artillery work-
ed terrible executicn. A fierce bayonet
fight occurred -at midnight. A strong
Russcian foree, advancing eastward of
Payusean mountain, threatened the rear
of the Japanese,

strugele,

T.ondon, Daily Tele-

Chefoo in a

retired to nonth,

several machine gun

the

prisoners.

killed. = The Japamese halted near
carried

outlying range of the main forts,

losses.”

G

{ GENERAL NOGI IS

REPORTED WOUNDED

London, Dee. 2
ported that General Nogi, the commander
the Japanese forces besieging
at Dalny. He was wounded severaly
arm amd leg by three rifie builets,
acconling to the correspondent.
JAPANESE WAR BUDGET

HAS BEEN PASSED.

Tokio, Dec. 28.—The House of P(\cé

ALS. |

something |

Arthur de- |
attack on the even- |
with a light ccl- |

carried trench after |

who, after a desperate |
leavirg |
300 rifles and SO |
It is estimated that they lost |

7.—The Chefoo corrce- |
| pondent of the Welegraph says it is re- |

Port |
has been taken to the hospital |

f0UR CHILDREN
BURNED T0 DEATH

PERISHED IN FIRE
WHICH DESTROYED HOME

Fight With Desperado at Moose Jaw—
Wagsn_ Went Through Ice,
Two Lives Lost.

North Bay, Ont., Dec. 27.—The farm
house of La Freniere, situated a short
| distance from Callendar, was totally de-
stroyed by fire With all contents and
four children of the family, the eldest
being about six years of age, perished
in the flames. The mother of the chil-
dren had temporarily left the little ones
alone while she = went to deliver some
milk to nearby neighbors. \otxcmg
flames issuing from her house, she start-
ed for home with all speed, hoping to
be in time to rescue the children” ~ bub
when she arrived the flames had al*

of the children) were past saying. The
poor woman, almost distracted by ¢ fhe
terrible cala.nxty to her home angd Fam-
ily, was prevented from rushing jito the
midst of the flames only by a ndmber of
{ neighbors. .who  had gathered.: ’ﬂw
“harred fémains of four- children Were
subsequently gathered from the rums, A!
coal oil em was foundin. the ruing: Dear .
the stove and it is thonght the eldest
child might have poured some 0f the oif
on the wood, starting the conﬂsmtwm
The father of -the children, whe is em-
ployed” with lﬁcBurnQy & Sons, :lumber-
men, was nbaem in gamp at the tzme.
& A ﬂ'xe
Hakifax N, S., ., 27 —The shenk

of I\mga county, s P Tp
i terday  gave his ; decision m tixe
puted. election caie, decléring P‘ramei‘
| Peters:(Liberal), and H..D. McEsven :
' (Contervative), both clected  for ‘the
same seat, each having pelled 515 voteg.
i It is hkely another election will be/Beld.

Destmcﬁve Explosion. .
Halifax, Ni S; ' Dee. 21.—A  portiont
| of. the
'\\ orks, at Waverly, ten" miles from this

| city, blew up,to-day, and the concussiom
}whook the ¢g

| though ten of the emplnvem \\ho Im(t
just left the powder works when the ex-
plosion took place, were thrown violent-

Iy to the ground and stunned. The plant
| is xituated a mile outside of Waverly,
yet every window in the town was
broken, and many people on the streets
were cut by the shower of broken glass.
The property loss is estimated at $25
000, g

Captured by Police.

Moose Jaw, N. W. T., Dec. 27.—
Tweive shots were exchanged on the
| stag ion platform here to-night between:

Mounted “Police and an American des-
perado named McLean. He defied tliem
when they went to arrest him and open-
ed fire. The officers returned it, one bul-
i let smashing MeLean's ]\n(mp after
{ which he surrendered, but not before he
emptied his revolver. He was taken to
Regina jail.

Shot Himself,

Medicine Hat, Dec. 27.—A rancher
named McTaggart committed suicide
here this afternoon by shooting himself
‘ > suffering from melancholy, the re-
sult of a lonely life,

Fire Followed Explosion.

Winnipeg, Man.,, Dee. 27.—Drink-
water's tailor shop was burned here this
afternoon, ‘the result of an explosion of
gasoline, A serious conflagration was
averted .only by the excellent work of
the brigade, ag it is right in the heart of
the ecity. The loss is about $7.000.

Will Return.
Dec. 27.—F. W.

a A. Brown, arrested here to-day
j charged with embezzling $22,000 from
| the Sargent bank in Minneapolis, waived
, extradition proceedings.

Burzed to Death,
Fort Francis, Dec. 27.—This mornitig
| @ house of ill-fame at Koochichigan was
burned and one of the inmates, Octavia
Lydick by uame, was cremated. The
| other inmates all escaped.
Two Drowned.

Dunnville, Ont., Dee. 27.—Last even-
ing Daniel Dunham, of Stromness. was
driving down the Welland canal to his
home with his wife, two children and
{ Mr. and Mrs. Charles Anger. When
| abcut a mile from Dunnvyille, the wagon
jlvl‘nl{(', throwing the occupants into the
; canal.  Charles Anger and Dunham’s
:thruc-yeﬂr«»]d boy were drowned.

Were Rescued.

e. Marie, Ont., Dec.
and Fred. Pelietier, the Cari-
land lightkeepers, for whom tugs
have been searching for ten days, were
brought into port yesterd: ay after being
practically given up for lost by friends,
At the time of their rescue both men had
given up hope of being taken off
season and had made the best
ations possible under the circn

to spend the winter on the lone Iy

. They had half a barrel of flour

i large quantity of fish.

Winnipeg, Blanche,
lia

Saunit St
O. Demers
| boo Isl

27.—W.

this

tay unanimously passed the war bud- |

as originally proposed and the or-
nary budget for 1905 as amended by
the House of Representatives, and also
approved the bills providing for addifion-
al taxation and other financial meastures
as passed by the House of Representa-
tives.
—_—O—
\[L\I‘S PLACED IN
KELUNG HARBOR.
Washington, D. C., Dec. 28.-—The
United States state department has been
officially informed that mines have been
placed in Kelung harbor, northeéast coast
of Formosa, and that shipping has been
notified.

EMULATING WILLIAM TEIL

Man, Who Held a Bottla ¢
Head, Instantly

{ Young
Killed.

‘Chicago, Dec. 27.—While Elmer Hunt,
19 years old, balanced a bottle on his
head William Dougherty, who had been
boasting of his prowess as a marksman,
it is alleged, attempted to emulate Wil-
liam Tell by shooting the bottle. At the
second shot Hunt fell to the floor with
a’ bullet between hi\ eves, and died
almost instantly. + Dougherty escaped,
and the police are searching for him.

ready enveloped the house and the lives '

Arcadia Powder Company’s. . :

-

m:ry and broke wmdows foxr




