SOFT COAL

FOR OPEN
FIRES

>

You will find nothing so
good as the denuine fresh
mined Broad Cove.

We can supply you with
any quantity rom a bag
or soup. It will socn be

needed. Why not—

ORDER
TODAY?

CONSUMERS
COAL CO.umren

831CHARLOTTE STREET
TELEPHONE: MAIN 2670

TIMES, DECEMBER 8, 1914

{ Getting Ready For Our 1
Xmas Trade

We'te Opening up New Groceries
Every Day Especially Appro-
priate to the Season

READY-MADE MINCE MEAT
Imperial Mince Meat..... $2¢, per 'Ib.

Wethey’s Condensed Mince Meat,
; 12¢, pkge,
Heinz Mince Meat (in tins), 25c, tin

ENGLISH MEATS IN GLASS
Shippam’s English Ox Tongues in

glase .. oo $1.25 each
Crosse & Blackwell's Anchovy
Padte . o o 18c. jar
Also Bloater, Kipper and Sheimp
Paste ... .- [ i 38 jar
Crosse &Blackwell's Preserved
\s Ginger Cubes ............. 40c, jar
Crosse & Blackwell’s Preserved
Ginger in Crocks ...... .. ~30¢. .each

ea
" Everything Fresh and Good

PHILPS

Douglas Avenue
‘Phone Main 886

" V.

This Will Remove
Hairy or Fuzzy Growths

(Toilet Tips.)

A safe, certain method for ridding the
pkin of ugly, hairy growths is as follows:
Mix a paste with some powdered dela-
tone and water, apply to hairy surface’
ubout 2 minutes, then rub off, wash the
skin and the hairs are gone, This is en-
tirely harmless and seldom requires re-

eating, but to avoid disappointment it
Eﬂ advisable to see that you get genuine
delatone.

U THE WANT
fo rataos AD. WAY:

(W. A. Douglas, B. A.)
Never did the people of Canada face
a more serious financial situation than
that which prevails today, We have
run through the revelry of a period of

wild land speculation, and now has
come the day of judgment—paralysis
and depression of trade. And now, with
a great number of people on the verge
of bankruptcy, and a host of workmen
out of employment, we are ealled on
suddenly and most unexpectedly, to
provide “extraordinary expenditure for
a war.

How to restore our prosperity, and
how to provide means for the war,
without further embarrassing and injur-
ing our industries, is a question which
calls for the most careful investigation.
Patriotism in the field we applaud with
our loudest huzzah. Should we not show
equal patriotism in striving to adjust
our financial methods, so that we do not
undermine the very source ' of our
strength.

Is the war to blame for our financial
breakdown? To some extent, but not
wholly. The cataclysm would have
come even if there had been no war.
Around every growing town the land
was bought up by speculators, often for
miles beyond settlement. It was staked
out in lots and each successive buyer
added to the price, till the figures ran
so high that those who wished to get
the land to put it to its proper produe-
tive use could not afford to pay the
price.

With this increasing price.in Yand,
rents arose higher and higher. thus re-
ducing the purchasing power of the
workers, This reduced consumption and
chetked production. Consequently  en-
terprises were stifled, and the manufac-
turers seeing their warehouses over-
stocked, either closed down or ran their
factories on short time.

Before we can expect a recovery of

good times the price of land must come
down, until it becomes profitable for
people to use it for productive purposes.
‘With the revival of prosperity, the spee-
ulator, if not stopped, will come to life
again, the mischievous process of boom-
ing will be repeated, to be followed by
the same disaster of bankruptcy and
unemployment,
' Could there be a wider contrast than
that between the methods adopted by
all our business enterprises, and the
methods adopted in our legislation?
Wherever men work, in the factory oron
the farm, we expect them to do their
best, to use the best implements, te work
in the mosg efficient manner, at the
rigat time and "in the right place.
What could we think of the
man who would say to his workmen:
On the mén who do their best, who
raise the best crops, or who make the
most goods of the best quality, I will
inflict a punishment, but to the men
who do their worst, who waste away
their time and produce nothing but use-
less weeds or rubbish, I will give the
chance of a fortune.

Language of that kind could be used
only by a man in the last stages of
driveling idiocy. And yet that is the
character of our taxation. On the men
who clear and improve the farms, who
build the homes and construct the fac-
tories, we pile the highest taxes. while
on the men who keep the land as des-
ert, producing nothing but weeds, keep-
ing men out of a chance of employment
the taxes fall the lightest. :

In fact, the case is worse than that.
What is the relation of the speculator
to the imdustrious classeg? He is an op-.

pressor and a ‘despoiler. He gets the

| best: of management: in the field of bat-

-
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WAR AND TAXATION

wealth without the work, and conse-
quently the/ industrious worker must
do the work and lose the wealth. It is
not the relationship. which gives riches
for riches, but of riches to the specula-
tor and poverty to the producer.

By our taxationr we punish the men
who, by their enterprise, their industry
and their skill maintain the prosperity
of the nation, while we encourage the
men who are doing their utmost to drive
industry and enterprise into bankruptey.

Every time the frenzy of a specula-
tive boom has swept over the contin-
ent, it has been followed by colossal
disaster. Let any man conduct his busi-
ness as we carry on the business of the
state, and very soon he would find him-
self in the depths of bankruptcy.

It is also important to ask, who pays
the taxes? When land speculdtors pro-
duce notaing, when the collectors of
ground rent can collect a rental from
ten thousand dollars per acre to a hun-
dred thousand dollars per acre yeardy
without any obligation to do the slight-
est beneficent act for humanity, how can
they be said to do anything for the
support of government? When we per-
mit one part of the community to live
without work, as the speculators and
collectors of ground rent may do, then|
does not the burden necessary to sup-i
port society fall wiholly on industry

Do we not by our present method of
taxing improvements impose on indus-
try a multiple byrden, one to support
government and another to support the
men who charge their fellows for being
on this planet? 'The land value of this
city, according to the report of fhe as-
sessors, amounts to $261,000,000. On this
sum industry ‘pays 2 per cent. for taxes
and 5 per cent. to the landowners, about
$5,000,000 to the city, and about $i18,-
000,000 to the owmers of the land. For
every dollar paid to the city, approxi-
mately, $2.50 must be paid for tae oc-
cupation of the land, = | :

Do not these facts at onee indicate
the importance, in fact the urgent ne-
cessity, for a radical change in our meth-
ods of taxation? The present methed is
most oppressive .on the poorest .of the
poor; it tends to disorganize and bank-
rupt industry., It tempts men to be-
come. the despoilers of their fellows. It
enriches the men who injure society,and
impoverishes the men who, by the pro-
duct of their industry, bless society.

We fust have more taxes. Shall we
place them so as top add still more to
the burden that industry must carry?
Shall we place them so as to still more
stint the gbor pay that comes to the
home of the toiler? Oh shall we place
them in such a way as to destroy the
temptation to use the land for the im-
poverishment of industry and so as to
encourage evéry man to do his best for
hig fellow man? Shall we encourage men
to do their best or their worst?

If we all speculated and nothing else
very soon we would all starve to death,
Can there be anything more irrational
in our .methods that that which leads
one part of the community to become
the despoilers of their fellows?

Millions of men in the flower of their
manhood have been called from their
industria]l pursuits to the terrible waste
and destruction of war. The loss to-the|
world is bound to bring incalculable dis-
aster. We demand heroism and the

tle. Have we got tae right to ask for
similar wisdoms: in our adjustments .at
home, so that we may not repeat the
blunders of the past, by placing the
heaviest burdens on the weakest, and
letting the $trongest go free.:
Should not the value of the land,

Economy
in
Baking

In these times of
great advance in
prices of many
foods it is impor-
tant to House-
keepers to know
that the old reli-
able Royal Baking
Powder, made
from pure cream
of tartar and soda,
is sold at the old
. i
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which is made by. the community, be
used for community purposes, and the
value made by the ingdividual, left free
from taxation. Taxation of land value
encourages the praper, beneficent use of
the land.

Issued by the Tax Reéform League of

Eastern Canada, 79 Adelaide street East,|

Toronto, Canada. '~ ° .

Ottawa, Dec. 7—Judgments in ten ex-
chequer court cases ' determined the
amounts to be paid by the government
under expropriati proceedings for
property required in. connection with
the new Intercolonial terminuls at Hali-
fax was given today by Mr. Justice Cas-
gels. 5N

The total amount claimed by the own-
ers of the various properties expropri-
ated was $883,250. The total amount
offered by the crown was approximately
$250,000. The total amount awarded by
the court is $261,649, or less than one-
third of what the owners asked. In
most of the cases the court decided that
the amount offered by the crown was
fair and reasonable,

In some instarices the amount claimed
by the property owners, some’ of whom
had bought on speculation expecting to
sell to the government at a high figure,
was many times the amount awarded.
In one case the owner asked-$280,000, the
court awarded just $16,500.

Piles Cured in. 6 to 34 Days

Druggists refund money if PAZO
OINTMENT fails. _gp cure Itching,
Blind, Bleeding or Profruding Piles. First
application gives relief. 50c. e

A

BOARD OF TRADE

Officers Elected For 1915—Mail
Service, Gutelius Agreement and
Military Plans Discussed

“I will not in any way interfere with
the. arrangements or agreements out-|
standing in regard to the distribution of
the, mail service between Halifax and
St. Joan and the, arrangéments are for
this winter only and were made owing
the exigencies of the present position of
affairs. This seems to be satisfactory
because getting all the steamets here St.
John is likely to get its share and prob-
ably will get more than its share of the
freight business and while Halifax will
have the mail business for this winter
still the mail service is not going to
amount to muca.”

This wag_the statement.made by J.
M. Robinson who presided at the an-
nual meeting of the. St. John board of
trade yesterday with respect to the
change in the schedule of sailings from
Bristol ports to St. John. :

Mr. Hazen, continued Mr. Robinson,
said that as eleven out of the thirteen
regular steamers had been commandeer-
ed by the British government the only
arrangement that could be made was
for all ves sailing from Liverpool to
come to St. John this year and that all
vessels should touch at Halifax coming
and going.

In reply to a member, the chairman

A Safe Place For
Your Savings

If you refer to the Government
Reports you will ascertain that
this institution is one «f the
oldest established of Caradian
Banks, with a Surplus Fund of
nearly double its capital and a
high proportion of cashreserves.
We invite depasits, large and
small. 28

The Bank of
NovaScotia
PAD NP CAMTAL. - 8 AsMame

“TOTAL RESOURCES £9,000,623
S1. JOHN BRANCHES
Main Office, 119 Prince
ﬁs Charlotte St.; 363 Main St.;
aymarket Square; Cor, Mill and
Paradise Rows':n ; 108 Uai-
on ®
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3 Makes Stibborn Coughs 2
} Vanish in a Hurry &
b}

Easily and Cheaply
Made at Home

@
.

f some one in your family has an
oh‘tinnte cough or a bad throa or‘chest,
'0ld that has been hanging on and refuses
.0 yield to treatment,}get from any dm;i

1

store 232 ounces of Pinex: and make
into 16 ounces of cough syrup, and watch
that cough vanish.

Pour the 23? ounces Pinex (50 cente
worth) into a 16-ounce bottle and fill thc
sottle with plain granulated sugar syrup.
vhe total cost is about 54 cents, and gives
vou 16 ounces—a family supply—of &

| nost effective remedy, at a saving of $2.

A day’s use will usually overcome &
severe cough. KEasily prepared in &
minutesi—full directions with Pinex.
Kee; perfectl_{ and has & pleasant taste.
Children ilike it. :

It’s really remarkable how promptl
and easily xyt loosens the dry, l?onrsepté
tight cough and heals the infl mem-
branes in a_painful cough. 1t also stops
the formation of phlegm in the throat
and bronchial tubes, thus ending the per-

stent loose cough. A splené’ﬁ remedy
for bronchitis, winter eoughs, bronchial
asthma and whooping cough.

Pinex is a special and highly concen-
trated com%opnd of genuine Norway pine
extract, rich in guaiacol, which is 80 heal.
ing to the membranes. e

Avoid disappointment by asking your
gru,;lmtlst fortgﬁ’;?t ]:)iuncels of Xinex‘f”ynéd

o not accept an: else. rantee
:iepabrs&li“t: satlsfnclfl;’lgnn gogls ﬁ:t“n dﬂgg

reparation or money prom refunded.
The Pinex Co., Toronto, Ont.

~
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said that no port was mentioned for the
embarkation of the next contingent.

Answering Mr. Burditt he said that
no doubt as the embargo continued the
number of horses would not be so great
and taat it possibly would not require
more than one port for their shipment.

In the regular annuval meeting the
board confirmed the choice of Joseph A.
Likely as president for the coming year
with Allan H. Wetmore as vice-presi-
dent. The conncil was subsequently
elected in the order of number of votes
as follows: ;

P. W. Thomson, H. C. Schofield, W.
E. Foster, W. F. Burditt, J. M. Robin-
son, H. P. Robinson, M. W. Doherty,
W. B. Bamford, Senator W. H. Thorne
and T. H. Estabrooks.

Before voting for the adoption of the
annual report G« F. Fisher said astate-
ment should be added showing what the
board had done in tae matter of the Gu-
telius agreement, that it had been shown
that the ent discriminated against
St. John and that it could be showpn
that the agreement had been carried out
in a way by which freight was actually
carried at a loss to the I. C. R. against
the interests of tais port. -No motion
was made by Mr. Fisher and the report
was adopted. The method of plural vot-
ing as carried out last year was again
adopted, Mr. Fisher dissenting and say-
ing it was illegal. .

 TORY MAJGRITY REDUCED

Winchester Springs, Ont, Dec. 7—
Irwin Hilliard, barrister, of Morrisburg,
Conservative, was today elected member
of the Ontario legislature from the
county of Dundas by a majority of 76
o::lr John Campbell, of Ormond, Lib-
eral. :

This seat was formerly held by the
late Sir James Whitney and the majority

of the Conservatives ‘s greatly decreased,
Whitney’s majority was about 1,000.

g Surprisingly Good Cough Syrup @ |

ANNUAL MEETING

Without casting any reflec-
tions—
Santa Clans himself has se-
lected one of our Balmacaan
overcoats for his owm wear,
He says it is the efficient coat
for the efficiency man. '
Others $12 to $40.

- Raincoats, Mackinaws and
Sweaters. .

A GOOD PLACE TO BUY
GOOD CLOTHES AND
OHRISTMAS PRESENTS

Gilmour’s

€8 Liing Street

All Sensible Gifts
to Yourself or
Anyone Else

When you are out s
to see if you need glasses or re-
place the ones you are now wear-
ing with those that will give great
er satisfaction, come to us be-

fore you do your shopping.
We supply good rimless Eye
Glases with the best of service for

' $3.50

We Guarantee Satisfaction,

K. W. Epstein @ Co.

Opticians
Open Evenings 193 Union Street

Scientists handed Roosevelt another
hot one when they showed by recent
statistics taat there are 16,860,440,000
other stars.—Lexington Herald.

; Do not E
ltohinﬁms
ing, or "
A

: 8
Dr, Chase's
and ocertai

ation requ
. QOintment will relieve you o:t on:l.‘
cure _you. a DOX;
nalers, o Iimanison, Bates & Cow Limited,
to. Sample box freeif you mention this
per and enclose 2o, stamp to pay postage.
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DAN, “BOY DETECTIVE”

ly had more than a ‘skimming” of
snow, and that soon disappeared be-
neath a day of bright sunshine. 8o
it was that the wild ducks were to be
found all winter long on that lake so
deep and so well protected by the

was a crisp winter morning, a
bright sun shining aoroas the
flelds white with their winter's
covering,~—just such a day as

~gives joy to the heart of a boy who
wishes to go squirrel-hunting. And so
it ‘was that Dan Purdy, 14 Years old,
gtood smiling at nature, his whole
‘eing alive with the pure joy of liv-
ing. He was a fine specimen of
ecountry Yoy, tall, well-set up and of
& clear, noble countenance.

“Never a finer boy born,” was the
doast of Mr. Purdy, father of the
subjeot of our story, whenever he
spoke of his son. “Got ambition,
courage, good heart and the determi-
pation of a bulldog if need de” And
the elder Purdy would close his lips
tightly, nod his head emphatically,
feeling that he was justified in “brag-
ging” on his own son,

And Mrs. Purdy! Well, when one
approaches the mother’s point of
view in regard to her ohildren—or
child, as the case may be—one gets
upon sacred ground, so to speak.
Every crow's fledglings are whiter
than the driven snow, as we have
long ago found out. But in this in-
stance, the mother was not “biindly
foolizh,” &s so often is the sad case,
Mrs. Purdy had a fine son, and very
well she knew it. Also she knew of
his small shortcomings, and made
amends for them by compering his
fine qualities with his few weak points.
° The three Purdys lived most happily
together on & fine farm which ran
elong the borders of a deep woods.
This woods abounded with small
game, and during the winter holidays
Dan spent much time there with his
rifile, and his mother said that fol-
Jowing one of Dan’'s hunting exeur-
sions they had rabbit or squirrel pie
for days together, and ofien sent a
fine bag of squirrels or wild ducks
(there was a lake in the midst of the
forest where ducks abounded) to her
sister living in the town three miles
éistant.

“Going hunting today, Sonny?* It
was Mrs. Purdy asked the question of
¥Dan on the morning of our story. For,
as has already been told, Dan stood in
the yard smiling at nature.

“A dandy day for squirrels and
d@ucks, Mother,” sald Dan. “Guess
3’11 go for a tew hours.”

‘“Be careful, Sonny,” enjoined Mrs.
Purdy. “There are rufians—crimi-
nals, in fact—at large. I wouldn't

A

have you fall into their hands for the
world. They might do you bodily
harm, my child,”

“Oh, those trein-wreekers are -not
anywhere in this county now, Mother,”
declared Dan wisely. “They’'ve made
tracks as fast as ever they could, be-
lleve me. Why, it's been almost a
week since they tried wrecking the
fast express down yonder in that cut.”
And Dan peinted to a long renge of
hills which ran about a mile distant
from the Purdy’s farm. Through that
range of hills was a deep rallroad
cut, and several days before the be-
ginning of this story a band of des-
peradoes had attempted to wreck an
express train there. Thelr wicked
plan had fortunately been detected by
some railroad workers before time for
the train. Since then the county sher-
iff and his posse had been scouring
the oountry thereabouts for the gang,
but their search had beem futile.

“Yes,” said Mra. Purdy, “I suppose
the gang has got well away from this
part of the world ere now; but, if
by any chanoce they were hiding about
the woods, you might fall into thelr
hands. It iz well to be on the safe
side, you know.”

those ruffians would have no possibvle
use for me?” laughed Dan.

“That's just it,” replied Mra. Purdy.
“They'd try to make way with you—
ishould they find you m their path.”

“Well, they’ll mot find me in their
path, Mother, I can assure you of
that. But, I'll be off. Isn’t it a per-
fect™ winter day, though?”

Within ten minutes, Dan, with game
bag &nd rifle, was out on the public
highway, and heading towards the
woods which looked dark and for-
biddingly black at a distance. But
on entering the woods, there was
nothing to fear there. loved the
silence (save for the chirping of the
little snow birds that occasionally
flew in little groups about in search
of food) of the woods in winter.

“Well, well, is all life gone?” asked
Dan of himself, as he trudged on with-
out a single glimpse of squirrel or
rabbit. ‘“‘Guess I'll have to go on to
the lake; but if I find it frozen over,
there'll be no ducks, either.”

Dan lived in a southern-ocentral
state where the lake in question rarely
froze over unless the weather was un-
usually cold, Snow usually fell in
good quantities, but the rivers and
lakes—where there was depth—rare-

" STORIES
IJESJ\;?V;::;{“;::;G; well:

An’ my ole Uncle S8am’l
Is the man what shore can tell.

Sich stories till yer hair stands;

An’ yer blood fer fair does creep;
An' arter you have heard 'em

You jes’ can’'t go to sleep!

You're thinkin’ an' you're thinkin’
About them Injuns wild,

an' of them slimy serpents—
Like the one ole Eve beguiled!

But jes’ the same, you like ‘em,
E'en though your blood does creep,
@#m’ shivers up an’ down yer spine
Does make you lose yer slear

“Mother mine, don't you know that| |

heavy forest about it

Dan hurried along towards the lake,
hoping to find a few ducks salling its
‘waters.” “Mother will be disappointed
if I return empty-handed,” he said
to himself. But even as he spoke
mentally, his ear, of cultivated alert-
ness, caught a sound. Instantly Dan
paused and bent his head to listen.
Yes, it was the sound of moving crea-
tures in the snow. It might be a
deer. Dan’s heart beat with hope.
What a surprise to drag home a fine
deer! He had never captured a deer
yet, for they had been rostly driven
out of the forest before Dan's hunting
days. But ococasionally a hunter
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here somehow,” was what he heard,
spoken in a hoarse low volce. “I'm
about frosem, tramping and hiding in
this woods. I'm gfor making new
roads, pal.”

“Yes, but you'll not forgst that
they’re after us all about the coum-
try,” replied the other man, speak-
ing o low that Dan had difficulty in
overhearing what he sald. “Once—
two nights ago—they almost had us.
If we hadn’'t hidden under them logs
down by the lake we'd been eaten’
our meals at the oounty's expense,
waitin’ our term, pal.’ Didn't I say
wise when I said this place—right
near to the very spot of our labors—
was the best hidin' place? You see,
I've done all these jobs before, an’
know the ropes. Stay close to your
job, I says, for the sheriff, durn fool,
looks everywhere eolse. He's off with
his men in the next county, an' here
we are close to headquarters. Them
fool authorities never know where to
look for their men, I can tell you, pal.
They think we’ll run as fast as ever
we can. An’ that is the way with
most of ‘em, too. But it's not my way.
Next week we can go right into town

man began to pick up wood for a fire.

an’ us hidin’ under a lot of loge! Am't
them law-upholders smart, though, to
pass within ten foot of us sn’ leave us
with their compliments? But—I'll go
on aways into the wood an’ git a
couple of fussy-tails an’ we'll have a
banquet.”

“All right, en’ I'll stop here. Say,
I'l make a fire, too, for I'll have to
thaw out & bit.”

Then the well man went on his way
to get some food while the coughing

Dan felt that his last moment hdd ar-
rived, for the man was tearing at
some of the brush behind which he
was hiding. Thé poor boy felt his
breath coming in gasps, but he cocked
his rifie and held it ready to protect
himself ageinst the enemy if the
worst should happen. .

But Dan’s heart became normal
again, for the would-be train wrecker
weht some paces away from the plle,
and began kicking up the snow in
order to find some dry chips for the
fire he meant to build. While he was
doing this, Dan crept out from the
opposite side of his hiding place and
went stealthily to a huge fallon tree.

an’ ask for work, an’ not a bloomin’

Behind this he crouched till he saw

hid behind &

would bé lucky enough to ecapture
one. Perhaps Dan's luck was in hand.

With rifie ready, Dan carsfully hid
himself behind some fallen logs, &
pile made sheltering by a drift of soft
snow which had ‘caught and clung in
the many branches. He climbed in-
side the mass, and stooped down,
making a hole through the branches
and snow wall so that he might look
out and take aim.

Hardly had he hidden himself from
the sight of a possible intruder when
the noise of moving creatures came
through the snow-covered dead
leaves. Whatever the animals might
be, they moved cautiously, as Iif
through fear of being seen. Dan held
his breath, his hope soaring. ‘“More
than one deer,” he sald to himself.
“I'll surely get one.” Then he watch-
ed through the loophole he had made
in his little surface cave. .

And then something startled him
very much, and he almost made a
fool of himself by rising up suddenly.
He heard low voloces of men close to
his hiding place. They seemed to
have come quite near to him and
paused. One was speaking, and his
first words caught Dan's ear and held
him as quiet as & mouse in danger./

“Guess we'll have to get out ef

buge fallen tree until he saw the man

person’ll think anything about us.
We're just men out o' work. BSee?”

“But I'll not last till next week,”
#aid the other volce." Then he coughed.
“I've got a cold that’ll finish me unless
I get & bed and some grub. Starvin’
and freezin’ ain’'t 40 my health’s likin’,
pal”

“Well, we'll turn the trick tonight,
all right all right,” said the other
man, “We'll git the first express train
—the nine o’clock instead o’ the three
o’clock in the mornin’. It's better to
git the late ones if you can. But we
falled on that one, 80 we'll try the
early onme. They’ll be watchin’ that
late one for a week, mind me.”

“How'll I ever walt till after to-
night's wreck for grub?’ asked the
man who coughed. He had taken a
severe cold, and that with hunger was
getting the better of him.

“Say, I'll go deeper into the woods
and risk shooting a squirrel,” said the
well man. “Do you want to go with
me, or stop here. You might set
down on the lea-side o' this bunch
o' drift an’ wait fur me. I'll get a
squirrel or two an’ we'll make a little
fire an’' broil ‘em. No danger of bein’
looked for here ageain. The law went
over every step o' this woods the day
arter our work was discovered. Gee,

s ; mawmwm—— [

busy with hi: fire.

the man busy with his fire. Then he
dared to withdraw himasself a little
farther away, taking refuge behind
some rocks, And so on and on he
crept, a few feet at a time till at last
he reached a point of safety by getting
out of the man’'s range of view. Then
he rose to his feet and went like the
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Coaster

N the old days our grandfathers—
when they wers boys—made their
own .coasting sleds and “bob-

sleds.” And as merry a time was en-
joyed Wwith those ‘““home-made” ve-
hicles as today i¥ enjoyed by our doys
and girls with the more expensive fao-
tory-made ones.

An up-to-date boy, who is elever
with carpenters tools (and a modern
bey must be acquainted -with such
work to be cléver!) can make a sub-
stantial as well as enjoyable coaster
out of a strong goods box or a couple
of rough boards. He will design his
pattern first, and consider its every]
point s0 as to make no mistakes. A
good coaster — long, emough to
carry two—is a very simple thing to
make. The runners should be
slender and pointed, as well as being
“dressed” till smooth enough to re-
flect one’'s image in them, This
smoothing process makes them as
easy-going and as sure as though
they were of steel. Cross-bars to
make the coaster strong are guite
necessary, and the top-board upon
which the rider sits must be fastened
securely to the tops df the runners.
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The boys and giris of today are '
often too particular about such mats’
ters and insist upon a factory-made
coaster, fearing a simple home-made
affair might oause ecomment and:
laughter. But children of strong
originality and good sense do net '
mind the ridicule of the vain and fools
ish. They realize their own superior
ity and can enjoy themselves as wolk
on a home-made sled as on the most
expensive factory-made steel and
hardwood coaster ever turned out. It
is very nice, too, to feel independent,
and to know that you are ocapable of
making many things which tend to
your own comfort and pleasure. It is
the capable and industrious boy who
does not ask father (when the fa-
ther's means are limited) for spending
money for things he ocan make at
home with small outlay.

Boys whose fathers are not rich
should try the home-made sled. And
they will declare with me, that a sled
of their own workmanship adds to
theic ; keen enjoyment of coasting.
There will be an homnest pride in the
fact that they were their own build-
ers,

to escape being traced by your foot
tracks?” asked the excited Mra,
Purdy.

“You see, Mother, I entered the
woods from the east. Tho' lawbreak-
ers came from the west. They just
met me, 80 to speak, but did not pass
beyond the drift-pile on the side I en-
tered from. Had they made the oircle
of the pile, they would have seen my
tracks, also the broken-down snow
where I climbed into my hiding place.
Gee! I was a lucky one, that they
stopped In their promenade just
where they aid. And the one fellow
went off into the woods—north, you
know—and the other began gathering
chips and sticks in the same direction
from my place of réfuge. I didn't
breathe freely, though, till I had got-
ten half a mile from the spot. Then
I made steps like a jack rabbit.”

“How far into the woods were you?”
asked Mrs. Purdy.

“Only about a mile,” sald Dan. “But

wind down the road leading towards
his own home. And he passed in|
through the gate, and saw his mother |
watching him from the porch, he ran |
past her, going to the stable as fast
as ever he could. “No time to talk,
father,” he cried. ‘‘Saddle old Fan,
and go to town after the sheriff's
deputy. The train-wreckers are over
in the woods yonder. I can lead you
to the spet. Hurry.”

Mr. Purdy was busy fixing a horse’s
manger, but when Dan gave him the
startling information, he did not pause
to ask many questions. Within a few
minutes he was mounted and on his
way to town, stopping at the farm
houses on the way to tell the farmers
and their sons to be ready to help
surround the woods where the law-q
breakers were hiding.

After Mr. Purdy had departed, Dan
took time to tell his mother of what
had happened in the woods

“But, Sonny, how did you manage

right in that place the trees are
thicker than anywhere else, as you
know. They grow so closely together
that even today’s gun could bardly
come through the bare branches. It
was dark there, and gloomy enough
for such men.”

That same afternoon there was
much excitement all round that part
of the county. The sheriff being dis-
tant on his searching tour of the
county adjoining, his deputy, with an
able posse, went to the woods and sur-
rounded the would-be train wreckers.
Dan led the way, going cautiously.
The posse came in upon the two
men unawares, and found them at
their ‘“banquet’” of a little squirrel.
They had just time to leap to their
feet and to cock their guns in the
faces of the “law.”

But the deputy and his men—
among them Dan and his father-—had
got the drop on the train-wreckers

before they had.a chance to pull a

trigzer. And the outiaws wers
obliged to’ surrendsr. They preferred
jail and a fair trial rather than being
shot down in self-defense by the
deputy and his men. They realized
that twoe men have little chance with
twenty—the number that had gath-
ered to take them.

That. same evening—for it was dush
when the posse surrounded the twe
outlaws—Dan Purdy’s name was be«
ing talked everywhere. “It was tha(
young Dan Purdy, & brave chap, you
may bet your last dollar, who gol
those beed men for us,” sald the sher
iff's deputy. “I say, if enly we had
more clever, courageous chaps like¢
Dan our community would be en-
riched. By the hills and guttersl! Wg¢
like a young chap who has the good

and pr of mind to play
detective In a case llke this. Most
kids of Dan’s age would have whim-
pered and given himeelf away I say.
there’s the boy ought to be called &
sure-enough hero.”

And the town, and the county, and .
all the surrounding country for that
matter, voted thanks to Dan Purdy,
declaring him a “Boy Deteotive” of
great value, and they made up a purse
for him, rewarding him for his brave
act. And the president of the rail-
road company added his thanks to
Dan by contributing to the ‘“purse,”
and also sending him a pass over his
road at any time that he might care
to avail himself of traveling. And
Mrs. Purdy was the proudest mother
in all the land, and Mr. Purdy winked
and said to one of his neighbors:

“I ain’t given to bragging, but that
boy of mine—well, he’s not to be
sneezed at, if I do say it myself. He’s
capable of looking after the county’s
welfare, I am here to tell you.”

And the neighbor * declared with
vim: “He sure is as flne a detective as
there is in the land. A=’ uqyes
studied the art nuthen"
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