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The Thousand and One

Trifles’ that Make for
+~_Perfection: « Belts Ass

sume New Impnqrtajr,zcgﬁ
The New Corset Lines
#:The Return of the,
Bustle No Longer a Rus
mor But an Jccome
plished Fact.

The - field ‘of .fashion’ never presented be-
fore such fascinating, but somewhat be-
wildering;.‘variety{ of styles, cach one
clashing with’ the other, but each one in
just as good standing as its opponent.

Take for instance the shortwaisted Em-
press effects, and the  longwaisted lines
that characterize the Princesse modes.

The one simply contradicts the other in}

line, in appearance, in effect. And yet
both are favored to an almost equal de-
gree by the followers of fashion, whose
preferences arc law for those somewhat
lower in the social scale.

The corsetiere is a very important per-
-sonage in the present scheme of things!
One sees and reads advertisements of
ready-made corsets, wherein it is declar-
ed that the such-and-such corset is admir-
ably adapted to the Empire and Princesse
gowns now so much in vogue. These are
statements calculated to make the fastidi-
ous dresser weep, and are doubtless the
cause of 8o many failures in the sartorial
lines that are dubbed variously as Empire
and Princesse gowns.

Any really good corsetiere, whether she
sells | her own special made-to-custom-
order-only corset, or vaunts the merits of
a ready-made brand, will tell you that to
wear either of those two warring modes
successfully. a special model corset is ne-
cessary. The Princesse gown cannot be
successfully made and worn over an Em-
pire model  corset, and vicz versa. For
those favored:few who can afford.to pa-
tronize the “high-priced  corset specialists,
who make a separate model for each cus-
tomer, the matter presents little, if, in-
deed, any difficulty. It is merely that
two sets of corsets—one longwaisted, the
other shorter—are ordered where but one
was ordered before.

But for the woman who depends upon
the ready-to-wear corset saleswoman in
her favorite shop,.there are a few items
of information to be gleaned anent this
trying situation.

But, first and foremost, be -sure -that
the saleswoman knows corsets. She may
be an excellent saleswoman, as a - sales-

““Wortian, and she may know what her firm
keeps in stock, but be sure that  she
knows corsets and understands figures;
and when you haye found such a one
grapple her to you and to your interests
with hooks of steel. She is well worth
paying court to — the sugcessful corset
saleswoman, for she will add countless
dollars worth to your appearance while
saving you a like amount in expenditures.

Since the best houses all arrange to fit
corsets from the ready-to-wear stock now-
adays, it is well to take advantage of this
fact and have the corset fitted. In the
readytmade goods there is usually some
little/ trifle that a skilled fitter can alter,
to 1{13 customer’s advantage, and at a
nominal cost. Unless you are absolutely
stotk size, that is, of the established re-
~ ar commercial proportions, it is fool-

to purchase and pay for a corset that

s not been fitted to you personally.

o ten people in a hundred will take

he same location of the side steels, and,

nee, the line of beauty that those same
eels are supposed to surve and to em-

\asize is oftentimes lost sight of because

ose steels are placed a trifle too far for-

ard or back.

And, speaking of the importance of cor-

t lines, brings to mind very clearly the

-ominence and importance of belt lines.

is but all too rarely that one finds a
yman who pays due attention to the
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matter of belts, especially where her
shirtwaists, separate blouses and
skirts &re concerned.

of. belt, and that as emphatically as that
certain  complexions and colorings - take
certain tints and are compelled to leave
some others severely ‘alone.

The waistline that is decrezd the fash-
ionable one at the moment is long and
slender—we are - speaking  of - belts, be it
remembered, and not of Empire or Prin-
cesse gowns, whieh do not require this
adjunct—and to’ such a. one almost any-
thing in the line of belt, save and. ex-
cept the narrow half-inch strap, is. possi-
ble. Indeed, for just this type of figure
the corselet belt was invented. But there
are few who can cut this with the elan
and grace that it demands, and jas for
finding it among the ready-mades, that
were a hopeless task.

Those elastic belts that are in such high
esteem among clever dressers will solve
the belt problem for many. Not that
they are all cheap, those foreign-made
ceintures — not at all. They come now
in all colors, some of them exquisitly em-
bossed; others with Dresden and shadow
printings that are really artistic, while
still others are studdad with cabochons
in steel, jet and mock jewels. Perhaps
the most flattering shape is that -which
represents a deep point both top and bot-
tom at the back, extending for szveral
inches both above and below the waist-
line—the latter to a lesser extent, how-
ever—and then slope gently around the
sides to meet in a fancy clasp in the
front that shall display but a few inches
of surface. These cling to the figure de-
lightfully, yield with its every motion,
and, best of all, come in such a wide
variety of color, size, shape and design
that it is quite possible to gratify every
conceivable taste.

The new corset modzls that are arriv-
ing daily from France, and upon which
the spring and summer output of our
ready-made articles will be modeled, dis-
play quite some little difference from
those that immediately preceded them.|
For one thing, the hip line is a trifle’
more in evidence than it used to be, and
fashion seems not to be quite so strenu-
ously crying “‘Hips in!” as she used to do.

And, there is not a single doubt of it,
the. bustle has actually arrived! If is al
small and unobstrusive affair at present,’
and is really meant only to fill out such
figures as sink below the waistline in the
back. It is distinctly a corset accessory
at . present, and an integral part of the
garment for such figures. In its best pre-
sentations it is made of taffetas or a deli-
cately tinted orkedo. The usual half,
circle outline is followed, with a scoop
cut out of the top. This, then, is cov-
ered with little silken ruffles, the edges
pinked out instead of hemmed, and a tri-
fle of narrow Valenciennes tacked beneath
the pinking for a dainty effect. Per-
manently attached to one side of the back
of the corset, the other side is provided
with a snap hook upon the little bustle,
and a couple of buttonholed rings upon
the corset, so that when the garment is
laced the little bustle is snapped into place
and so “stays put.”
laces up the back. Where the front-lac-
ing model is followed—and they are far
and away th: most comfortable—the lit-
tle silken bustle is sewed into place at
the start and does not need to be remov-
ed any more than do the several sets of
jarretelles that are still a sine qua non
to the good corset and the fashionable
dresser.

The world does not want to hear of a gold-
en heaven; it waits for the golden heart.
Piety often seems like pretemse to these
who have not felt the impul<e of principle.
You can tell a good deal about a man by
the things that appeal to his sense of humor.
The man with a beadlight growing on his
face is pretty sure tobe on the wrong track.
All the failures are sure they would be

*para.te !
Certein lines of “figure take ce’rgain-'lines ;

successful if only they could start at the

Hints and Hintings for the Would-Be
Fashion Wise. ‘

Do You Know that shawls are com-
ing into the highest vogue once more?
Reports from the many haunts of fashion
along the far-famed Riviera denote that
shawls of many kinds and characters are
bound to flourish as occasional wraps;
and that everything from the daintiest
and most fragile shoulder covéring in
filmy lace for the ballroom up to and in-
cluding the famous and historic Scotch
clan tartans are the choice of ‘those who
lead rather than follow the fashions.

Quite in Line with the foregoing are
some charming gowns recently imported
in which those exquisitely embroidered
Chinese silk shawls are used to delightful
effect. One really beautiful example was
worn at the opera just after New Year's
by a beauty whose family have many
SSpanish affiliations. In this instance the
silk was a beautiful clear yellow in tone
with embroideries of the same shade. The
bodice was somewhat on the bebe order,
the shawl with its original and intricately
knotted fringe was arranged as an over-
drapery for the skirt, the long strands of
fringe falling over a foamy and frilly un-
derskirt of chiffon ruffles.

And, by the way, those same ruffles
were not of the stiff plisse order, with a
bouillon edge that have really been done
to death as incidental trimmings, but
they were merely of chiffon cut ‘on the
bias and shirred double, the raw edges
being turned under at the top and con-
cealed by the shirring stitches.

Joining the bodice and skirt was an ex-
quisitely moulded girdle, well boned, and
with fascinating little straps at both back
and front, that crossed at the top of the
ceinture, to catch with- little rosettes to
the full folds of the bodice.

Those Who Are in the know declare
that Lina Cavailieri, the opera singer who
was heralded with so much eclat at the
opening of the opera season, is tremendu-
ously disappointed that her social ambi-
tions have not been more successful in
New York. In Europe she has been the
fad of St. Petersburg and Monte Carlo
society for several seasons; and she can-
not at all understand why it is that she
has failed to score off the stage, and on
this side of the ocean.

Some good and kind friend really ought
to inform the fascinating Italian that we
Americans do not approve of the excess
of unholy makg-up off the stage that this
lady affects. Her appearance at dinner
the other evening at a prominent hotel
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was ‘simply grewsome, owing to the thick
layer of blanc de perle—a white powder
with a ghastly bluish tinge which the
bluishness of electric lighting intensifies to
a most unpleasant degree—and the am-
ount of bistre that surrounded her really
fine and expressive eyes. ' The intense
blue-white of' face and ‘meck—the gown
was deeply decollette—the deep blue and
black shadows pencilled . beneath and
around the eyes was relteved by the in-!
tense redness, likewise artificial, of the
lips. Figure to; yoursélf, as the French

say, a low c(‘n’#ure, parted in the centre

and waved ififo tWo foutstanding bushes
over the ears;“and topped by an enormous
coal scuttle bepnet! The hair of a dead
black, the blumsh tinge to the ‘make-up
of face, neck and thoulders; the gown
of a vivid green, and the poke bonnet of
black velvet, loaded down with ' shaded
yellow ostrich plumes!

That the ladies of the stage are per-
mitted a certain eccentricity in dress
abroad is well known, but with our own'
American primg donnas—Madames Nor-|
dica, Eames, Homer, Farrar, Cisneros and |
others—all noted for their exquisite gown-
ing off the stage, all possessed of good
standing in society and recognized as wo-
men of sterling worth entirely apart from
their professional positions, only goes to
prove that the best of American society,
in New York and elsewhere, is always
open to the woman who puts forward her
claimg to recognition.on the basis of a
sweet and wholesome womanliness.

The fact, too, that the young person is
admitted into general society to a large -
degree over here may account for the fail-
ure of several visiting opera stars to shine
socially. Careful mothers do not wish
that their daughters should come in close
contact with women who resort habitu-
ally to the class of make-up which is re-
legated here to those beyond the pale ot
society, and whose use in society is like-
ly to lead to misunderstandings.

The Peacock Shades are making valiant
struggle for recognition. Like so many
other modish hues, it altogether depends
upon the class of materials in which those
shades are worn whether they are effect-
ive and becoming. In chiffon broadcloths
they are highly effective, while in chif-
ton velvets they are more than a little
reminiscent of the plush horrors in the
same tints that the cheap up-holsterers
used to employ for “parlor suits” in the
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days when the craze for the aesthetic was
at its height.

Some éharming gowns of the empire or
der, howeyer, are fashioned in those tones,
?he green rather than the blue tinge be-
ing chosen. For those the double chifion,
or chiffon cloth,-as it is more often called,
is employed to advantage, and velvet, lib-
erally bestrewn with silver embroideries
or nacre paillettes, is the usual trimming.

In Evening Gowns the fashion of con-
trasting sleeves is firmly established, so
ﬂ_a.r as imported models are concerned, at
any rate. The American dressmaker, al-
ways slow to adopt a novelty until she
has seen someone or another to whom
she pins her faith sartorial set it forth,
has hardly dared to offer it to her clients
yet.

The present fad caiis for extremely
short sleeves of tulle or of lace where the
gown is of velvet or satin or chiffon. One
extremely chic little model in black lace,
mounted over pale blue satin, had for
sleeves just three down-turned ostrich
tips. in yellow over very fluffy puffs of
white tulle. It really presented a most
piquantly interesting contrast, while the
headdress was of pale blue ostrich tips,
with long paradise plumes that swept
the gamut from a deep-burnt orange at
the quill to white at the top.

Darned Net is the material that fash-
ions many of the blouses destined to shine
at Southern resorts during the Lenten

season. The title is homely and not par-
ticularly provocative of extravagant im-
aginings, but it is far and away the most
expensive of all the hand-made affairs that’
rule the fashionable roost at the moment.!

A square or octagonal mesh is used, the |
blouse shape blocked out, and the work|
darned in heavy silken or linen flosses
after a pattern already determined before-:
hand. Floral designs are in strong favor,!'
while ostrich plumes, conventionalized
somewhat, of coursé, are perhaps next in|
choice. 4

One beauty, wrought in pearl grays and!
silver, on a square-meshed gray net, fol-,
lowed a bolero outline, coming to within
some four inches of the waistline in the
back and sloping down most becomingly
in front. The ceinture was of the plain
and fitted variety, also of the stout mesh-
ed net, thickly embroidered, and really re-
sembled a corslet, rather than a ceinture;
a fact that is apparent in many recent

‘modecls from French houses.

The Headdress is becoming quite an im-
portant part of the evening toilette. No
longer is it enough to stick a velvet or
ribbon bow, an artificial flower or a pair
of jetted wings in the coiffure and con-
sider it complete. The newest head-dress-
es call for many artificial flowers, knots
of velvet and huge upstanding aigrettes,
all to make one piece; or else the long
and low-sweeping paradise plume is used
in conjunction with a hussar pompon of
ostrich, three or four tips, or a thick and
substantial wreath of flowers.
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ON THESFOILET TABLE

One so often hears of peroxide blondes
as they term those women whose hirsute
tresses owe their golden sheen to art ra-
ther than to nature, that in the distaste
which such references and revelations
bring about the many beneficial uses of

this same agentiare often lost sight of.

To bleach a skin that has 'been ne-
glected unti.l‘ it has become blotchy ands
muddy there is nothing to’ equal a medic-
inal hydrogen' peroxide and the juice of a
lemon. - Be sure to get the medicinal qual-
ity and to keep it in a cool, dark place:
‘then rub a cut lemon over the face, the
neck, hands and arms. Follow this with
a liberal sponging of the peroxide, being
careful not to get it on the eyebrows and
lashes, and let this dry on_ the skin. Try
this alternate days for a week or ten
days, and then see the difference in your
skin. ¢

Your family physician will tell you that
there is no better mouth wash and gar-
gle than this same bleaching agent, for it
is a highly potent bactericide and deter-
gent. For teeth, too, that have become
dark and discolored, a brisk brushing and
rinsing with peroxide will work wonders;

and the combination of a bottle of perox- o

ide and liberal supply of lemons is one
that should never be omitted from the
list of toilet agents. \

Almond, or olive oile, oil is another aid
to beauty and good looks that is not suffi-
ciently appreciated. Some women prefer
the one and some the other, but a really
good olive oil is thinner, spreads better,
and, finally, takes a trifle of perfume bet-
ter than does the almond extract. The
very pale green olive oils are far and away
the best. Have your druggist put a singlg
drop of attar of rose or a few drops of oil
of geranium or bergabot, if you like the
odor, and us2 this nightly.

In using oils the one thing is n(it to use
too much. The skin, the hair and the scalp
will absorb but so much, and that much is
a mere trifle; any more makes the skin

When' the' hair is begining to get a little * "

thin on the temples, in front of and im<.
mediately behind the ears, a little oili o/
even’some vaseline, will prove delightly ef+

ficient. Take a teaspoonful of the oil and
heat it ever so slightly. Then just’barely

dip the tips of the fingers in this and mas+
sage in- circles from the ‘chin up, having

first steamed the face over a- bowl of boile:

ing water and cleared the skin of duste
Pay especial.. attention to' the ' points
noted, and then continue the rubbing un< .
til the entire scalp has been covered. [THef -
hair line all. around, the place wher: age
‘first begins to show, will soon show good
results in' the small hair that will begini
to sprout. :

there is not the slightest dapger of a good!
olive oil ever fostering a growth ‘of supapd '
fluous  hair on: the cheeks or the chir
where one does not want it at any price

at any cost.

With the extreme attention that bothi
dressmakers and corsetieres are lavishingl
upon the waistlina of the moment, .thel .
matter of belts becomes one of equal imd
portance. The long and slender waistd
line is still insisted ' upon, albeit those'
odes of First Empire persuasion seam td -
conceal rather than reveal the
curves of figure that are supposed to pre<
sent themselves. However, the voguel
that attends the separate blouse, and es<
pecially that of dressy character, maked
the matter of ceinture a study for thd:
fastidious dresser. .

Those elastic affairs, studdied with 3
bochons of steel or jet, are a long wamq
from being cheap; but they are so emin<
ently satisfactory, both in shape and wea:
ing qualities—to say nothing at all of

their flattering effect upon the figure—

that their purchase is bound to prove one.
of those ecomomical extravagances whick
the women of good taste but slended
purse feel impelled to from time to time,
to the much betterment of her gowns, hd
it understood.

greasy and unattractive looking.

DESCRIPTION OF

A SYMPHONY IN. GRAY VELVET, FUR
AND HAND EMBROIDERIES.

One hears so often of symphonies in color
that this scribe sees no reason why smy-
phonfes in clothes should not receive as,
deep and respectful appreciation. Indeed, to
so gown one’s self that the entire effect is
harmony demands an artistic perception, an
appreciation of modes and materials, and the
possibilities of one’s self as to form, line,,
color, and—last, but by no means léast—|
social situation that it takes an artist of
imu.sual qualities to achieve success in this
ine.

A success of this character is presented in |
the picture, wherein a dalmatic cloak of'
gray chiffon’ velvet is admirably supplement-|
ed by bands of thick, soft chinchilla fur, and
exquisite embroideries wrought in heavy!
silken Strands upon a foundation of filmy
The little dinner frock is of frothy
white silk net and lace, while the chapeau
presents gray velvet, combined with sapphire
hue, and adorned with creamy white ostrich
plumes.

DOG COLLAR OF PEARLS WITH PEND-
ANT NECKLACE OF DIAMONDS.

In the English category of charms femi-
ninewand the European countries as well—
a long and slender neck is one of the first
desidera‘'a. The head small, the neck slender
and the throat a trific full, the shoulders
broad but sloping, is the ideal conformation

' for the woman most of whose social hours

are signalized by a very decollete costume‘i

The deep, dog collar, as we ca]l it over |
here, although the French title of ‘riviere”
is far and away the most attractive, has
come to be a perfect fad with the women
whose jewel caskets are insured oftentimes

for a goodly fraction of a m’llion dollars. |

Pearls have riSen so enormously in wvalue|
the last few years that a well-matched str'ng
will fetch four times what it used. The deep |

riviere 'usually employs stones all of a size, !

with a medallion, round, oblong or square,
in tfe centre front, and just merely a slide
clasp at the back.

ILLUSTRATIONS

Those deep riviere collars, too, afford
lighttul opportunity for the wearing dﬁ
?g:dant necklaces of jewels beneath, a fad

t is amply illustrated in the picture.

CHECKS ARE MODISH AND MARAB L"l.J
LEADS THE STYLE. o

It really seems as though those little
checks that have been with us for so long
were to continue indefinitely. They have been
brought out in velveteens of the most dis-
tractingly pretty color'ngs, and perhaps it
is the novelty of material that is respons ble,
in a measure, for ther continued enjoy-
ment of popularity.

A brown and creamy yéﬂow check is' used
in ‘the smart little street gown of the plc-
ture, a short and snappy Eton bolero making
the jacket, while the skirt is one of those
gored umbrella shapeg that fit smoothly over
the hips or ripple into the deep folds at the
feet. In this instance bias folds of the vel-
veteen make the sole trimm’ng, the ex-
treme cachet of cut and color be'ng relied
upolu to produce the requisite impression of
stvle.

THE EVENING HEAD-DRESS—OSTRICH
AND PARADISE PLUMES.

Time was when a brightly colored ribbton
bow or a knot of velvet, or even a €ingle
artificial rose or poppy stuck in the hair was
supposed to be sufficiently dressy to mark
even a formal occasion. In the trend of
things elaborate, however, this once simple
custom has been passed by, and today the
more elaborate the coiffure the more elaborate
the occasion, and the more elaborate the
head-dress the better the degree of style
achieved.

The vogue of the high and stiff ¥rench
aigrette, the paradise plume, and above and
bevond aill, the ostrich plumes has been
transcended by nothing this season. Special
forms of plumes, special droop and curl .
to the flues, have come to be accepted as
quite the correct thing, and departure from
the accepted mode is as much to be shunned ,
in this as in other departments of dress.

While: excelelnt for the hairg i ‘f
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