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maving bis amendment ta the budget-and let
me remark here that I always greatly enjay
bis speeches-I want ta point out that seventy-
two new industries were estabiished in Mani-
tobat in 1946. This is a credit ta the industrial
deveiopment board of that province, but the
regrettable feature is that oniy comparativeiy
few of these industries were estabiished in
rural centres. Manitoba might w-cil failow the
example set by Ontario and see ta it that ber
mnanufacturing establishmnents are iocated in
many different centres of the province, par-
ticulariy now with the advent of rural edec-
trification. This is essential if the ultimate
biighting consequences of centralization are
ta be avoided.

I lia%-e ernphasizcd the points discussed s0
far, not because of any local colouring. except
by way of illustration, but because of my
belief that. it wouid bave been inpeusable had
the finance rninister not scen ta it that aur
national debt wvas substantially rcdutced during
the period of abotinding prospcrity in 1946.
I trust that even with the levying of iowcr
taxes there may be another drastic redurtion
in aur delit in 1947. Wby? Simply because
that vcry- fart w~ill make passible stili Iower
taxes cadi succeeding 3-car. 1 amn absoiutely
opposcd ta excessive taxation in any form,
though I was always aware that the obligations
of wxr vw offld remain with us long after hotiii-
tics had ceàsed. 1 arn also aware that taxa-
tion can hecome less only when the expenses
of the state are curtailed. In this respect I amn
giad ta note the tendcncy ta reduce alang
many lines. including the number of so-calied
experts in ,orne governmcnt departrncnts. I
an lieartilY in accord witb an editorial which

I rccpntly rcad in a Ieading agazine. and
wvhich conc-iuded as folaows:

This is a time for gaveraments ta do less and
individuals ta da marc-a time for mare pro-
duction and less regulatian-a time for convert-
ing not only the sward but the filing cabinet into
the plowshare.

Therefore I arn sure that ta ce cry Canadian
the minister's announcement of lowver taxes
w-ill he m-clcorne. I have no douit, whatever
that ta have continued the recent bigla rates of
taxation %vould have me.ant a seriaus set-back
ta this country. There is a distinct limit ta
the taxation a country can bear without, duli-
ing initiative, lesscning production. diminish-
ing returns and creating ecanomnie chaos. It
is a health3- augury w-hen the taxpa3-ers have
the courage and intelligence in the matter of
taxes ta say ta any governm.ent. "Hitherto
shait thou came. but no further". A Canadian
eeonomist recently expressed the case in these
word.s:

Is it wise tii diseiiurage thrift, ta put a higli
premium on spending? Should we rab pasterity
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to maintain the dance of today? Saving lias a
social value. The lass to society would lie great
if saving ceased to lie a virtue. We have reaclied
the stage where tlie empliasis is almast en'tirely
on spending. Wili this policy bring real gains?
It is very doubtful.

I ar n ot going to discuss controis except
briefiy, even though they have a direct bearing:
upan the financial situation of Canada. That
controls piayed a tremendously advantageous
part in this country during the war no one
will dispute. 1 hope to see controls steadily
discontinued, not ail at once but one by one,
as speedily as conditions wili warrant. This
might resuit in some temparary dislocation of
prices. but it would be oniy temporary, because
greater production resuiting from the removal
of price controls would prove the best remedy
for inflated prices. Give us an abundance of
commodities and priccs wili take care of them-
selves. Most of the control regulations were
fair and well advised. In my judgment, a few
Nvere. and still are, grotesque in their stupidity,
and I shahl have something ta say about tliem
later on.

In the matter of rent contrai, 1 arn aware
of the ruthlessness witli which. same praperty
owners would have saaked tenants during and
since the war years had there been no con-
trais. I amn alsa aware of the callous treat-
ment accarded by some tenants ta owners.
1 have in mind particularly cases of men and
women advanced in years who in the past had
dcmonstrated their faith in Canada by invest-
ing their surplus--often a small one, it is
true-in residential property. I need not

rce;re :-es a-. 1 could bY the score,
of the raw deals handed ta elderly people who
in some instances were relying upon those
rentaIs for their livclihaod. In many cases
their hands were tied, and securely tied, against
aàny rent increases. No matter that taxes were
raised, that casts of maintenance were raised,
casts of labour raised, casts of food and
clothing raised, everything else raised; those
elderly people were campelled ta struggie on
ns best they could, with no redress. I stand for
the right of any owner ta have access ta bis
own praperty. 1 arn gîad ta see that a start,
though nat a very great one, bas been made
in this direction. I want ta see regulations
adopted under whicli praved rentai injustices
on cither side may not be permitted longer
ta exist.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, may I once again
tender my sincere congratulations, this time
not ta the finance minister but ta the Cana-
dian people, an liaving sucli a strong man
guiding aur financial destiny. A weii known
writer bas said:

There may lie littie daulit that we as a people
are gaing thraugli years of decision. Yet
there are many signs ta give confidence that


