
VI PREFACi:.

i I' many million* of yoars were spent in prepaivitioti inr a
state that was to rontinuc hut Torso many tlionsunds; atxJ
this (!OMsi(Icratinn, independent (^f every thing el«r, shoulcj
indueo us to i»ans!', and examine with the greatest viirilanco
and deiiheration, the foundations of a theory which iis so iar
from according with the Saered Scriptures, that lho.«i» of its

supporters who n)aintain its reeoneileability with tlie Scrip-
tures, differ so widely from one another in regard to the man-
ner in which the reconciliation is to be effected, that otiiers
of them, and thoese I»y no means of an inferir grailo, re-rard
the point as nnattainalile, and ail..\v the Scrijnures to In-

written not in eonf «Uy with tiie fact, hut \vith the tradi-
tionary accounts and prcjinlices of the age to which they are
to be rcfi.M'red.

J am satisfied tliat whatever opj)osifion may appear !ie-

twecn the Scriptures and any science in its infancy, ii will
gradually |lisai)pear in projiortion as that scicnee advances;
and when a reconciliation is cfleeti'd, fhey will he muiuallv
scrviciiable to one another, and projuote the great object (if
both. Geology and the Scriptures illustrate each other, and
give a clear, consistent, and interesting view of the rarlv
condition of tlie earth—of the revolutions it has underirone.
and the great end for which they have been brought a'bont
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Antigotiish, l^th August, 1815,
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