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Mr. Chairma-n and Gentlesien,—

In the discharge of the dutiert of my office, I have sought thia

opportunity of laying before the Board of Commissioners for Halifax a

plan for the pystematic and efficient organization- of Schools throughout the

city. And let me say, I am not unmindful of the greatness of the under-

taking, nor ignonint of the difficulties which lie in the way of its successful

accomplishment. The success, however, which has already so signally

attended the efforts of the Board must render apparent to all the necessity

of dealing yet more liberally and directly with the whole matter of Public

Education in our midst, while it may also fairly be taken as a pledge of a

final and complete achievement of desired results.

Whatever may be the wants of the country at large in respect of Edu-

cational provision, it is beyond question that up to the Autumn of 1865,

schools in this city have been poorly cared for, and thousands are growing

up to manhood and womanhood without receiving anything answering to a

practical training for citizenship. It may be an unwelcome statement,

Gentlemen, that for years past in this >?ity the number of children at school,

in proportion to the population, has been below that of any other District in

the Provhice, while the smallness of the sum contributed by the people for

the support of schools, in proportion to the amount received from the Pro-

vince, has been equally without a parallel. Last winter, being honored by

a Committee of the Legislative Council with a hearing on the condition of

public education m this city, it was with some difficulty that I was able to

convince the members of the Committee of the correctness of these and

kindred statements ; but the evidence is complete, though the facts are any-

thing but creditable to the metropolis of the Province. The Legislature,

realizmg that ignorance was not only abounding in the city, but was whelp-

ing its thousand evils more vicious than itself to prey upon the social system,

provided, as it was in duty bound to do, that a free ecinciillonal provision

should be made for all, and that the property of all vsh(< A contribute to iti

support. The acceptance of the responsible and most important tri^st no\.r

held by each member of the Board, is proof of the deep interest felt by you
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