
i^^mmfum

A RETHOSPKCT AND A FORECAST. 33

of pcopl.", and (hut its iis.', in daily spreading' in all quarters of tho globo. "I hold," says
rroUvssor Max Miillcr, "that lun^^Uliv is ni.'ant to h.- an inslnini.-nt of <onimuni.iitiuii,
and that in tho stru«'q-lo for Hi',., the most .'Hi. i.'nt inslnimcnt of conuiuinication must
certainly caiTy tho day, as lon^^ as natural selection or, as we formerly called it, reason
rules the world." He then eites a computation, accordiui;' to whi.'h, in tho ordinary course
of event.s, at tho end of 2U0 years Italian will U^ spoken hy .3,:5'7O,0n() ; iMvnch, by
72,571,000

;
(lerman, by lo7,4H0,000

; Spanish, by 5o:),2H(;,:>42, aiul linally English, by
1,837,286,153. This forocaat is said to be based on the populations and known rate of increase
of tliose who speak tho languages specified. Tho very nature of things would, of course,
make my claim to accuracy on such a point out of the cjuestion, but tlu! reckoning may l)o

ac<'epted as indicating, with sonu! approach to probai>ilily, (he position of tlie languages
mentioned in the race for supreumcy at the close of a couple of centuries. * Wliattsa-rmay
happen in the old world, on this continent English and Spanish are >,.= ly destined to be
the ruling tongues. In the East they have also a foothold, with, in sv^uie pla.vs, Fren.'h,
Dutch and I'ortuguesi^ for rivals. But (heie the opportunities of English for as^^erting

predomhiance exceed those of the- other languages of Eu'-ope as much as they do in North
America. It has all Australia, it is thi; langui'go of tho Hawaiian kingdom, it has been
adopted by mr.ny educat.'d Hindoos for literary purpo.ses, and is every day extending its

conquests throuuh liindostan, not to speak of its advance in China, Japan, and many other
countries in tho eastern hemispliere. That French will be.onie more and more the ling-m
fmnva of continental Europe and the hither East may bo taken for granted, as there is no
rival likely to displact! it; and that it will retain its inlluence in North America tho
experience of the past gives a fair guarant(>e. Gei'mau and the ot her Teutonic tongues will
)<,ot surrender their heritage in Central and North-Western Europe, but there are no signs
at present of any great extension al)road. The destiny of the Slavonic grortp is an interest-

ing problem, but it is hardly lik.dy to do more than hold its own in the competition with
liuropeau civilization, (hough great literary triumphs may yet await it. That it may
become the rival oi English in Asia is possible, but not probable.

* A ioriu'nst wliicli ^ivcw to M'cstorn Europe and this rontinont (tho present '.omes of tho languages to which
It relates) a population of over two liillions and a linlf suggests serious iiuestions lor th(( economist, as well as tho
I>hilologist.
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