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informs me, upon his professional reputation, that atrophy of

the brain begins a little after fifty. Moreover, it must be

remembered what influence an extra decoration, if it takes

the form of a star or a pretty ribbon, has upon the understand-

ing of men.

What puzzles me is how men like Sir John and Sir

Alexander, so thorough in their examination ot questions, and

so sound in judgment, should have failed to find three or four

objections to this project, any one of which is fatal. For

instance, the fundamental notion in the scheme is the equality

of the several portions of the Empire ; but, if the existmg

Imperial constitution were to be preserved, this would mean

colonial representation in the House of Lords as well as in the

Commons. Colonial soil does not produce, that I am aware,

peers of the realm; and the principle of entail and primogeni-

ture is lacking to propagate the dignity and the status of a

transplanted peerage. Imagine my grandson, the third Lord

Collins of Canada, exercising his noble energies in sweeping

chimneys !

Then, as to our concern in affairs of the Empire.

n the prestige and the power of Great Britain, we all

glory, and the throbs of transport felt at the heart of the

motherland thrills the colonists to the finger tips ; but for

all this we are not prepared to give our last man and our last

shilling, as Sir George said we were ; nor, for that matter, any

man or any shilling, in erecting scientific frontiers, in making

disastrous excursions through the Khyber pass, ^^x shooting

blacks i.i Ashantee. The British tax-payer may be persuaded

that to bear the brunt of this class of undertaking is proper


