
\6^^

(14)

I am talking of the merely useless things;

but there are other matters not merely useless,

but actively destructive and poisonous which

command a good price in the market; for

instance, adulterated food and drink. Vast

is the number of slaves whom conipetitive

Commerce employs in turning out infamies

such as these. But quite apart from them there

is an enormous mass of labour which is just

merely wasted ; many thousands of men and

women making nothing with terrible and inhu-

man toil which deadens the soul and shortens

mere animal life itself.

All these are the slaves of what is called luxury,

which in the modern sense of the word com-

prises a mass of sham wealth, the invention of

competitive Commerce, and enslaves not only

the poor people who are compelled to work at

its production, but also the foolish and not over

happy people who buy it to harass themselves

with its encumbrance.
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