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to spend weeks in learning definitions, and the description of the

heavenly bodies, I have commenced with the town in which he

lives. From the town, the sphere of his observation is extended

to the county, and from the county to the state, &c. This I am
confident will be found not only the natural, but the philosophi-

cal method of teaching Geography : for on all subjects, the learn-

er must make himselfmaster of simple things, before he can un-

derstand those which are complex.

In the present instance, the pupil begins with confidence and

alacrity, because he not only knows something about his own town,

but the subject itself is highly interesting to him. From these

simple descriptions, the pupil is gradually led on, by a series of the

plainest and most important questions, to a knowledge ofthe grand

divisions of the globe. When he has become familiar with these

divisions, and can without hesitation point them out on the map, he

is qualified to commence the Second part. In this part, after a

few general observations on the divisions, he is required to learn on

the map, the boundaries, names of rivers, towns, &c. and then he

commences with a description of the several countries which it

contains. In every department ofdescription, great care has been

taken to select what is most important for the pupil to knov^r, and

to commit to memory, and to reject whatever is of little use; for

experience has taught me that long descriptions, however judi-

ciously arranged, do not fail to tire and discourage the young pu-

pil. Some of the more prominent features of the country are

therefore all that should be required of the beginner.

This work will be found to possess some peculiarities. The use

of initial letters, in particular, I consider of much consequence in

enabling the pupil to determine the correct answers ;
so that it is

believed in going through the entire work, he will seldom require

any assistance from his teacher.

The J'hirdpart treats of Latitude and Longitude ;
and perhaps

no part of the work is of more importance than this, and particu-

larly as most books of this kind are deficient in this respect.

The Fourth part contains an introduction to Astronomy and

Physical Geography, together with problems on the Globes, and

a Table of Latitude and Longitude of all the principal places on

the earth.
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The numerous tables which the work contains, it is hoped will

be found useful and correct. Some of them have been copied

with little variation from Morse and Malte Brim, and others have

been arranged with much care and considerable labor, expressly

for the work.
In giving this little volume to the public, I cannot but entertain

the hope, that I shall contribute in some degree to our improved

method of teaching a science so necessary and popular as that of

Geography. But how far I shall have the satisfaction of seeing

this hope realized, the public must determine.

Hartford, Dec. 1828. /• OLNEY.
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