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was retained by them. The gallant Barclay was
fnghtfiilly wounded on this occasion, losing an arm
and a leg. When he returned to England in this
mutilated state, he did not venture to meet a young
lady to whom he was engaged and tenderly
attached, and sent a friend to inform her that she
was free from her engagement. " Tell him," said
the English maiden, " that, had he only enough
body left to hold his soul, I'll marry none but
him."

The first vessel that ever sailed on these Western
seas was of sixty tons burthen, built in the Niagara
River, in January, 1679: she was dragged up into
Lake Erie, and started on her bold adventure •

under the guidance of La Salle. In August they
entered Lake Huron, through the St. Clair River,
and here a violent storm assailed them. The
stout hearts of La SaUe and his sailors gave way
to the terrors of these unknown waters : they knelt
to pray, and prepared for death, except the pilot
who, as our old friend Father Hennepin says'
" did nothing all that time but curse and swear
against La SaUe for having brought him thither to
make him perish in a nasty lake, and lose the glory
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he had acquired by his long and happy navigation
of the ocean." They, however, escaped 'this danger


