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nexedto Jtaachusel.,, and formed an «tensive tract of not less than
800 m,les ,„ length Sir William Phipps was appointed Governor und«
the new el.arter. Still Nova Seotia was, as usual, left in aetual possession
of the French, and VUlabon, according to a promise which he had made
to he Indmns, returned to his fort on the St. John, which served as a
rallymg p„,nt to the French and savages. Being thus aided by the
Indians, who were commanded by the celebrated ]!a,-o„ Cnstine, and
remforec^ by two ship, from Quebec. ViUabon captured a strong fo tressnamed Pemaqu.d, in Now England. To avenge this act, and m.tkemspnsals on the French, the Bostonians sent Col. Church, with about
500 men, who ravaged Beau Basin (Cumberland) and speedily retooko her parts o the country. Up the Bay of Fundy the con<^uo..rs b„ "dchurches and other buildings, slaughtered cattle, destroyed expensive
dykes, thereby letting in the water upon valuable marshes, and committedmany other equally damaging acts of spoliation.

Massachusetts, finding the defence of Nova Scotia more U-oublesome
and expensive than profitable, wished to be set free from its cl,ar.-e. As
.t yelded only furs and fish, it was but little valued by the Bri^sh go-
vernment, and consequently in the year 1696, was restored to Fran^by the treaty of Ryswick. By this t^a.y the French and English at^mpted to estabhsh a boundary line between New England and Acadia.The eastern hm.tsofthe British dominions were fixed at the river St.Cr„,x but sttll ,t remained a question which of two rivers this was, a,bo h bore the same name. This boundary afterwards continued to be a
subject of dispute and negotiation between the two powers, so long asFrance retamed her American possessions. Encroachment and conquestseemed to be the ultimate aim of her policy.
The French possessed two great rivers, the Mississippi and the St.Lawrence, the sources of which were at no very great distance from each
her, and formed a Ime almost parallel to the sea coast, which was both

c^atmeu and mhab.ted by the English. This territory, therefore, wa^more than sufBcently ample for all the purposes of colonization, bu both
parties earned w.th them to America their hereditary animosities, and
frequently commuted acts of violence, even while their respective tate.m Europe were at peace.

Thus the se^s of a prolonged and bloody contest were sown with the.«Iy setters of ooth nations. The immensity of territory for which they

bo h involved .n the contest, it was ever afterward impracticable. Th"extravagant and ridiculous grants of land, made by the sovereigns ofSh


