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BOOK II

THE FATHER'S HOUSE

CHAPTER I

Thk Conflict of thk Physical and thk Moral

With the growth of a sense of sin the early animal lieli^ht in mi-re
living vanisheil. We t^v in Jiistory that men who strove attcr
righteousness easily embraceil physical evii m a means to that eml.

But Jesus intcniieil his .uivation to en^i the opposition between
moral an'i physical welfare.

PAGE

95

CHAPTER II

Thk Use of Si:

Sin is a *choolmajter <iriviiif: men to (ion.

Because it exists we ari; bourn! to believe that it has its place in
Goit's purpose for man's development. Hut if wc believe that
it is God's will that we should sin, wc part with common sense
and all true religion.
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CHAPTER III

The Use of Pain .......
Pain is a schoolmaster driving men to God.
But if we hold God responsible for pain in any other sense than

that in which he is responsible for sin, we part company with
common sense and the doctrine of Jesus.

If we believe that God deals punitive discipline to men we shall
do the same. As we are coming to see that the infliction of
suffering does not produce reformation, we shall be compelled
to dissociate it from the thought of God's will, and the war
against all suffering will become as sacred as the war against sin.

History shows that only those nations have progressed that have
distinguished between believing that God permits sin and believ-
ing that he wilts it.

We must now distingui'^h between the belief that God permiH
suffering and the belief that it is God's will.
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