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this purpofcthRy fpikcd all the guns, and deftroyed'

all the ammunition and military ftorcs that could
not be carried off. They even locked the gates ojf

the fort, after which they embarked without the loft

of a iinele man.
All this was performed in defiance of the Urge

force that befleged them, and when duly confidiered^

was not lefs a matter of afloniflimenit, than the very
extraordinary m^inner in which the fort had been
taken. The officer who conducted this remarkable

defence and evacuation, was Captain Hulke of
the navy.

While the honour of the Britiih arms was fo ef-

fedually fupported on the continent of Spaniih

America, it was no lefs vigoroufly maintained in

the Weft Indies, by the bravery and vigilance of
the naval commanders on that flation. Admiral
Hyde Parker, affifted by Admiral Rowley, kept the

enemy in continual alarm, and intercepted the trade

of the French iflands in the moftdiftreffing manner.
They took three large frigates difpatched by Count
D'Eftainjr to the Weft Indies, after his failure in

America. They feized or dcftroj'ed great part of
a convoy, in fight of the fquadron at Port Royal in

Martinico, under Monfieur De la Motte Piquet^
who narrowly efcapcd being taken. He had failed

out of that harbour, in order -to favour the efcape

of that convoy, by engaging the Britiih fquadron.

Having partly effeAeq his purpofe, he withdrew ;

but was purfucd fo clofely that he was compelled to

take Ihelter under the batteries alhorc. It was in

this purfuit, that Captain GriiBth of the Conqueror,

an officer of great merit, was unfortunately ilain.

Thefc fuccefles happened towards the clofe of fe-

venty-nine, and the commencement of the enfuing

•year.

The tardy arrival of the convoy with the fupplies

«f recruits and provifiotis, under Admiral Ajbuth-
llQty


