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As before said, although Franco and England were at

I)eace, efforts to render the position of the English insecure

were begun very soon after the cession of Acadia to them.

On July 10th, 1715., the King wrote to Ramesay and

Beiron, that he heard with satisfaction of the work of the

missionaries among the savages, and that " as it is impor-

tant to preserve them in the interests of the King, his

Majesty desires that the Sieurs do Ramesay and Begon

should incite these missionaries to redouble their efforts

to that end, and to enciuire if it may not be projjor to

attract them by new benefits and destroy in the English

all hope of drawing them to their interests."

On December 24, 1715, the French minister wrote to

Bcauharnois from Versailles, " Since I have learned. Sir,

of the loss that you have made of Acadia, T think contin-

ually of the means whereby this important post may be

recovered before the English are firmly established th'3re."

The intrigues of the missionaries resulted in inflamirg the

savages with hate of the heretic English, and on September

(ith following, Vaudreuil had the satisfaction of Avriting to

the French minister, that "the Abnakis, the past year,

1715, have taken from the English more than twenty

fishing vessels," and that he had promised to build them a

church. He also said thf.i one of his principal efforts had

boon " to maintain peace with the savages and to hinder

them as much as possible from going to the English to

traflSc." This could only be done by making them pres-

ents every year, and ho hoped *' that his majesty will be

willing to send this year to Canada thirty thousand livres

of presents for the savages, and to continue to send every

year those that it is customary to give them." He sug-

gested that "thiity thousand weight of powder, sixty

thousand of lead and six hundred hunting guns " be sent.

" The latter are known to the savages who want no others

but those of Tulle." They use "from twenty to twenty-

five thousand weight of powder annually." In his report


