
"P^WF^f^ 'i';HW'!*«"l'W."'"'4l'Jn«'"' " !-, HIIPIHIJU

.1 PLEA
I' Oil THE KAIILY DKVKLOPMENT OF

OUR RESOURCES.

Thri*' is ijo ncc-cssily so clearly seen, nor any the

iiiiporl ol' wliicli is more lully r('coanis«'(l ))y the people
ol ihis Province, ihaii the necessity of devt'lopiny, with-
out delay, our avaihihh* natural resources. It is conceded
u|)oM every hand ihat prodiictioji in the main hranchen
ol' natural iiuhistry is essential, not only to any perman-
ent prosjierily which may characterize the future ol" this

couniry, hut lo our very and immediate existence as a
Province. The disjiarily which exists at present between
our exj)orls and our im])orts is striking- in the extreme.
The latter may well ))»' considered excessive lor a much
lari»-er population than we can numlx'r, while the form-
er, consisting- chielly of raw furs, a])pears almost insigni-

hcant. It need hardly ])e remarked that the dill'erence

between Ihe sum we pay for goods br(mght into the

country, and that which we leceive !'or goods sent out of

the country, is almost so much nu)iu'y lost to the Province,

and, U]) t(' this time, the drain of money llowinii' into the

hands of our iieiu'hbois across the line, for provisions,

freights, etc., and to the Provinces of Ontario and Que-
bec, for dry lioods, uroceries and hardwar<\ has]>oth be(!n

inci'ssant and on tin* increase. This state ol' matters is,

no doubt, characteristic of all new countri(»sat the outset

of ihi'ii- care<'r : but if Manitoba i.s to become the i»'reat

and proNjx'roiis Province which nature seems to have
intended, and wiiich itisthe hope and belief of those who
ar«' best alfected to the Dominion, she shall l)ecomi>, this

drain of our lil'e-blood, so to s[)eak, must speedily C(nise,

—the a(lv«'rse balaiic*' of trade must lirst be reduced, and
linally turned in our fav(U', and in order to achieve this

desirable result it is plain we must hav- recourse to the

deveiopnienl of our principal mitural resources.

The pecuniary requirements of the Province have
hitherto been supplied chielly by the money taken into


