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You seem to apprehend that the slightest ^' impact

of any fragment from the ruins of the union" would

terminate the connexion of these Provinces with the

Parent State. I do not think so. Surely if we
have resisted the impact of the whole Union, pretty

seriously delivered on several occasions, we ought to

be able to withstand concussion from a part. Let

us look at this matter thoughtfully, and without

allowing our nerves to be shaken by the eccentric

movements across the line. The Southern States,

even if their independence were established to-mor-

row, are too far off to ever think of invading these

Provinces. Their labouring population, being slaves,

can never be soldiers or sailors, jand though the

white men who own them are splendid material for

defensive warfare, trust me it will be a long time

before they will march into Canada and leave their

slaves behind them.

The Northern States are our immediate neigh-

bours, and, next to the mother country, ought to be

our fast friends and firm allies. We claim a com-

mon origin, our populations are almost homogeneous,

bridges and ferries, stage, steamboat, and Kailway

lines, connect our frontier towns or seaboard cities.

Our commerce is enormous, and is annually increasing

in value. Every third vessel that enters the port of

Boston goes from Nova Scotia. Our people inter-

marry, and socially intermix, all along the frontier.

For one man that I know in the Southern Confede-

racy, I know twenty in the Northern States. All


