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stripe along the river, at the foot of the lofty limestone cliff,

on which is placed the upper town, crowned by Fort Diamond)

so named from crystals interspersed in the rock, and rising about

350 feet above the level of the river. The population is about

S0,000. In the lower town are the custom-house, numerous large

stores, &c., with all the filth and confusion of a sea-port town,

confined to a narrow space. The ascent to the upper portion is

uncommonly steep, and it is at once singular and somewhat

startling, in the busy hours, to encounter a habitan with his

bonnet rotige erect in his cart, and rattling his little horse at a

full trot down this rapid descent, without a thought of hazard

to himself or to the unwary passenger. Many a poor cur, too,

may be seen toiling in harness, and dragging a vehicle heavily

enough laden up this weary hill. After passing a fortified gate,

streets diverge in various directions, by one of which we entered

a large and spacious square, of which one side is chiefly occupied

by the chateau in which the governor resides. The streets in

this part of the town are sufficiently wide, and the houses large

and respectable ; still the stranger is impressed with a sombre

feeling, but very partially relieved by the military costume and

the imposing air of a garrison. The society of Quebec is highly

respectable : within its circle I found an old and valued friend,

whose family made my short stay in all respects pleasant.

The state of the roads and ice upon the river St Charles ren-

dering it inconvenient to visit the Fall of Montmorenci, more

ample leisure was afforded for examining Fort Diamond, and

sauntering over the Plains of Abraham. Government has ex-

pended large sums upon the fortifications of Quebec, and which,

possessed as they are of the combined advantages of nature and

art, must set at defiance, I should think, the utmost efforts of

bravery or skill. Among many favourable circumstances, a

copious supply of water within the fort is certainly not the

least important. The casemates, or large bomb-proof chambers,

along the ramparts, are of such dimensions as to permit the

whole garrison (4000 or 5000 men) to parade within them,

these halls of destruction communicating by large folding-doors

like drawing-rooms en suite. The walls are forty feet high, and

the ditch about fifty feet wide, cut out of the solid rock. The
barracks, magazines, storehouses, &c. are extensive and commo-


