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cefsful, would necefTarily terminate in ruin and de-

Itruftion. We aie now in the utnwft danger of be-

ing hurried, before we are fenfible of it, into this

defperate and dreadful (late
||
, when mod of us think

that we have grievances to complain of,, in conle-

quencc of the exercife of unconftitutional power j

and when many are practicing every wicked art to

ieduce us from our allegiance. It therefore highly

concerns us to be upon our guard, at fuch a criti-

cal feafon as this. A fmall degree of refledbion

would convince us, that the grievances in queftion,

fuppofing them to be real, are, at moft, no more
than a juft ground for decent: remonftrance, but not

a fufiicient i«aibn for forcible refinance. Thefe two

things
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II Among the various denominations of Americans, molt men
would be lUrtled and fhocked at the propofal of entering into

an open rtbtlUen', but feditious principles, that dire£Uy lead

to, and.mtiA finally bring on, a rebellion, have been gradually^

ihftilled into many of them, without alarming their apprehen-

fions, under the coveraffair and fpecious pretences. Wrong
principles are naturally productive of wrong condudl ; and one

wrong ftcp prepares the way to another, and that to another,

rill at laft there can be no retreating.

Nemo reptntefit ^ttrpiffmuSf i: /. No one arrives at a grofi and

tAormcus pitch of wickednefs at once, is an old ard juft obfer-

vation ; and it is particularly true with regard to rebellion. The
grand Engliih rebellion, in the laft century, was a remarkable

proof of it. In the firft place, men gave way to unfavourable

lufpicions concerning the King and his Minifters, and thus loft

the reverence that is due to the regal authori^y . They then be-

gan to take pleafurein blackenitig the King's charadl^r, and in-

giving an invidious turn to all his actions. From lY $ they pro-

ceeded to eaiailing againfthim; and, at laft, they took up
arms, deluded with the pretence of liberty and property, and
religious rights. And when they had onCe taken up arms

agamft their Sovereign, they found it neceffary to deftroy him,

for their own fecurity. This foon brought on a general de-

^rufiion of liberty and property, and the ruin of the nation, as

well as of themfelves. Such is the common progrefs, and the

cfFe£l, ofrebellions in general.


