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• that has nijnyrd it. Tyre, Phcnici;i, Venice, the

' Italian States, Portugal,. uid Spain, found it a mine
• of weailh. (Jreat Ilritain at the iiresoiit nioinent

' owt s inui'h of her Nupremncy in commerce, nianu-
• factiires, and wealth, to the fact that .slie jiartici-

' pates more Inriicly than any othf^r Power in its

• possession. The tropical circle in no |)ortioii of
• Its belt around the gl(»be, prcs- nts such extensive,

•varied, and valuable productions as are found in

'Southern Asia, and in th.e islands of the Indian

•ocean. No i^ation is or has been so favorai)ly

• situated to divert ihi;; stream of wealth into its laj),

• as v.ill be the impulation occupying Oregon."
Such is the spirit of the present age that the im-

prov(!mentsand facilities of intercourse amongst nii-

tions and communities have outstripjied the Imagi-

nations and expectations of tlie most sanuMiinc; and

it is not chimerical to s:.y that, in a few years, rail-

roads will cross the Rocky mountains and con-

nect with St. Louis; iheiice by that and every mode
of connexion with tiie large Atlantic and inland

cities, dill'using for home and foreign consumption
a trade whose vastncss and extent would outvie any
heretofore known in the experience of the world.

Thus having the Atlantic on the east and the

Pacific on tiie west, our conimen-c! would display

its canvass on both oceans, and biac from every

rlinie tlie rewards of its cnterj)risc- r^very sinew

nnd artery of the nation would he quickened and
invigorated by the new impulse given to its strength
and activity, whilst agriculture would reap the
golden fruits of the harvest, and manufacturers learn

to excel the'best productions of other nations.

Having, I trust, in my feelile manner, illustrated

the advantages resulting to this country by holdiiif:^

our territory on the Pacific, and having shown that

the title is imqueHlionably in us, we have, it seems
to me, but one cour.se to pursue, and that is, in a
peaceable, quiet, but at the same lime determined
manner, to maintain our rights, cmne what may.
Ours should be a ))eace ])olicy. We should

avoid war if we can do so without dishoiuu"; but
rather than suIVer the national tone to be depressed,

the stars and .>tri]ics to be dimmed, or the territory

which is rightfully ours to be wrested from us, we
.'ihould unliesitutingly make this last appeal of na-
tions without counting cost or consequences.
While we would not invade tlu; rights of the

weakest, we should not, witli i;npunity, submit to

wrongs from the most powerful and haughty imlion

on the globe.
" Be just and fear not;" and if in the dispensa-

tion of event."? war should come upon us, 1 cannot
doubt but that at its close, asat its commencement,
the American eagle would hover over us with liia

eye unquencheJ and his spirit unterriiied.
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