
f"5WSW?"

Shortt Ubrary cf Canadiana

UNIVi

!!• Vl(^ Eahtkrn BoI'NDARY (^ukstion.

CORIIKSPONDIiNCE
RELATINO TO THB

KASTKRN BOUNDxVRY OF THE rilOVlNCE.

"^^'S-f^

From fjit'iit.-Ctiioiif! D. It. Cameron, Roj/al ArliUeri), to the Rvjht llmionralile Ihi' Earl of

Derby, K. 6'., Secretary of State for the Colouien.

London, 29th OctoLer, 1884.

My Liihi), Witli rof(Tence to the instructions oomnumicated to nie in li-tii-i-s of 29th
•Inly and L'nd Sc])t<Mnt)er l)y tlit* Under Hiici-ctiiry of .State, I have the honour to inform Youi'

Jjordsliip tliut I liave (Miinjileted my examination of the papers tending to show the intention

of ParliauKMit as to the* true location of tho Kast«'rn Boundary of Ihitish (Johnnhia, and I have
the lionour to snhmit that tlie houndary intei\ded runs the foljowini" course:

—

(^)m.neiu'ing at the intersection of the |iarallel of 1-9° north hititude with the line of water-

slied of tlie llocky Mountains, nortliwanl alon;,' that line of water-siied to its intersection with

th(Mneridian of I 20" west longitude from ( ireenwieh, thence nortliwanl hy that meridian to

its intersot'tion with the parallel of Gl)° north latitude.

(Annexure 1) —British C<jlumi)ia was (irst temporarily established as a Colony for five

years, l>y the Act of 2nd August, 18r)8.

(Annexure 2 it ."5)—Its boundaries were re-delined by the continuing Act of 28tii July,

186:5.

(Ainiexure 4) It wan united with Vancouver's Island, without alteration of its boundaries,

by the Act of Gth August, IHfUi.

(.Vimexui'e 0)- And it was united to the Dominion of Canada by t^rder in Council of

Ifith May, 1871. with etiect from 20th July, 1871, without change in its lioundaries. Hence
the Act of 0th .August, 18(j() (Annexni'e 4), governs the cas(» under discussion.

Till' Bill of 18()() passed through all its stages in both Houses of Parliament without
deliate; and so far as it att'ects the boundaries of British Cohonbia nuiy be considered a
repetition of the Act of 1863 (Annexure 'A).

(.\nnexure .S)--The contiiuiing Act of 1863 was introduced by the Duke of Xewcastle
(Hansard, vol. elxxii

, p. .54), wlio ex[)laiiu^d its objects to be to extend tho Colony northward,

and to continue the Act of 18.')8.

During a long debate which ensued, an allusion was made Ijy the Karl of Donoughmore
(Hansard, vol. elxxii., p. 51) to reported discoveries of gold at the head-waters of the

Saskatchewan, /. c , to the east of the Bocky Mountains; but no suggestion was made by his

Lordship, or by anyone else, to extend the Colony eastward, nor indeed even to vary the

delinition of the boundaries as submitted in the Bill.

The Bill passed through its subsequent stages to end through the House of Commons
without any reference being made in debate to boundaries other than Mr. Fortescue's ex-

planation (HansanI, elxxii., p. 1322)- "that its object was to extend the boundaries of British
" Columbia to the north, so as to include a tract of country in which there were indications
" of rich gold veins." And on going into Connnittee, Mr. Fortescue's further remarks that

"the Bill was merely for the continuance of an existing Act" (the Act of 18,")8 already re-

ferred to -.\nnexure 1) "and the annexation of a tract of country to the north of Columbia,
" and did not ri'(|uire much discussion.*' No remark was made by any other Member of

the Uou.se of Commons about the boundary, at this or at any future stag(! of the Bill.

Henci' it is concluded that so much of the eastern boundary as was defined by the Act of

1858, was still intended to be part of the eastern boundary by the Acts of 1863 and 1866, or,

wijMit <A-.\j»AV .t, .


