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heroic type*— Daiidie Dininont, Rob Roy, and ClaverhouBe ; of

these, one is a border farmer ; another a freebooter ; the third a

soldier in a bad cause. And these touch the ideal of heroism only

in their courage and faith, together with a strong, but uncultivated,

or mistakenly applied, intellectual power ; while his younger men

are the gentlemanly playthings of fantastic fortune, and only by

aid (or accident) of that fortune, survive, not vanquish, the trials

they involuntarily sustain. Of any disciplined, or consistent char-

acter, earnest in a purpose wisely conceived, or dealing with forms

of hostile evil, d&anitely challenged, and resolutely subdued, there

is no trace in his conceptions of young men. Whereas in his

imaginations of women,—in the characters of Ellen Douglas, of

Flora Maclvor, Rose Bradwardine, Catherine Seyton, Diana

Vernon, Lilias Redgauntlet, Alice Bridgenorth, Alice Lee, and

Jeanie Deans, — with endless varieties of grace, tenderness, and

intellectual power, we find in all a quite infallible and inevitable

sense of dignity and justice ; a fearless, instant, and untiring self-

sacrifice to even the appearance of duty, much more to its real

claims ; and, finally, a patient wisdom of deeply restrained aft'ection,

which does infinitely more than protect its objects from a momen-

tary error ; it gradually forms, animates, and exalts the characters

of the unworthy lovers, until, at the close of the tale, we are just

* I ought, in order to make this assertion fully understood, to have uoted

the various weaknesses which lower the ideal of other great characters of

men in the Waverley Novels—the selfishness and uarrownesa of thought in

Redgauntlet, the weak religious enthusiasm in Edward Glendinning, and

the like ; and I ought to have noticed that there are several quite perfect

characters sketched sometimes in the backgrounds ; three—let us accept

joyously this courtesy to England and her soldiers—are English ofl&cers:

Colonel Gardner, Colonel Talbot, and Colonel Mannering.
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