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270 IKISM HISTORY AND THE H<1SH QUESTION

in Ireland under the previous Purchase Acts has

been raised by five to seven years' purchase. It is

essential that free bargaining should be restored if

purchase is to proceed on sound economic lines.

In spite of the efforts of the wisest of their leaders,

the Irish tenantry arc rushing into bargains under

the Wyndham Act that may eventuate in dire con-

sequences for themselves and for the country.

The importation of Canadian cattle when it

comes will have a serious effect on the Irish produce

ma.ke*". and a further decline in produce prices

may be expected.

Will the Irish tenant be then able to discharge his

liability to the State and have sufficient margin for

living? That is the question for tiic future. The

answer to it alone can settle whether we have yet

reached finality in the Irish Land Code.
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