
2(1

cunquind rm-v h,n. Wr aiv .-ill l)iili>li Milijrrl- and tliuM' wIim

arc not of clinlisli oriiiui aiv nol tlic li'ss lirili>li -uliji rt-.

Have «!• liicl tlir ui-hr> of llir talli<T>- o!' rolilVdia al ion '.'

Jia^ the pnivino' ol (^liichrr iii pai Miailar rrs|i<'ctc'l tlir jukIci-

takiliji> iliiplii'd in \\\\> paiinn-hiii aiirirni.iil '.' ilar- ^lir n<-

plcrtf.l or fiiKillrd tlw .Iniii- and oMiiiation- n inipo-is ' \\ iiliout

fear of i-oiilrtidiclion \m .an allirin thai wr have iirvii' vlinink

from any duty tmd iliat we iiavc iicvci -hiikid anv n-pnii-il.ility.

W'c have I'tijoyi'd the ht.crty that \va (inintiMl uh whilo

n'sprclinti lliat or otlicrs. \Vr hav. pn-crvrd and defended our

antononiy wilhotit ever iiifrinfiim; upon that ol others. \\ e iiave

respected tlie richls of tile iiiiaority lieiv and \m have demanded

that the same tliitip. lie done elsewhen . A- F.i .un wi-lied. we

have wanfed eveiyttody plai-e<l on a fooling "f eipluhty

No idea of domination entered o\ir etTorts in favor of the use of

our lani:tiaiie, the lespeci of otii riuhts recognized by our consti-

tution. No desire fur conquest lias aiiimat.'d us in our aspirations.

Ail tile -irujinles we hfive carried on had as their aim nothing Imt

the defense of what we considered to lie thr- expressioJi of the cousli-

tulioTi. linpariial history will hear witness that the French-Cana-

dians remained C.-nadians before everyt- inc. In certain (|uar-

ters thry eami'it understand this Jiieiitali y. If this fight conti-

nties. if instead of Heating: ns as jiartners. they peisist in nialitjnintr

Uf. in consideriiiif us as the iilapie spot of confvdeitUion, an oitsta-

cle to the union, progress, anil development of the country, that

can have but one r«-Milt : the lneakinu of the confederation iiat't.

Nobody can seriously ainiie that if the spirit of the con.^tiiut loii is

not resi)eeted the mere letter of the contract i< enough to maintain

the association. ( )ur compatriots in Ontario, since this motion

wns pn-seiite.l. askrd us to forget the fight that they hav<' waged

upon us. and tfi ntiite for the working o\it of our destinies.

To bring about tiiis reunion of the ract>s, \vf have gone to the

extn-nie limit of cgiiciliation and of oncessions. Sometimes we

have even made sacrifices at the expensi- of our actjtnred rights and

our race pride. We have not got cn-dit for it. EsiM-ciallv during

the Inst twi.ity five years, we have faithfully tried every means of

bringing about thi? indispensable union and (ementiiig it. Just

when we thotight our efforts crowned with sticoess, when we

belii'ved that pe:ice and haruuiny were establislu-d on a firm foun-

dition. wlieii we could at last, forget'ing ((uurrels, work only for


