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her JiTiblr ficginninjf-. witixiiit tiill snivrrciijn control 4iver the
then Vi ry ^nl;lll (Kininiinity how can his hcirn, or successor*

in offic ', prrscrvr th:' sam;* ( hurch one*' gruwn to siu h mni'ity
pri p rtiotis, without thr licli f at Ic.iit the measure oi au-

thor. ty u-iid by iiur Bli -.sed iitrd?
Therefiire, the cniiiinisiion of Christ to his Apf>stle» : "As

tlie F itlier hatli sen* inc i .lUu s«'nd y^u' John 20 Ji , is a
solemn bestowal upon his r«pr<s«ntatives < n earth if the ("hrist-

likf Si vcrcign Authority rr<iiiiMt<- t> r thr ttilfillmnt of their

imm:nse ^up rliunian t.isk. TIu' words of Jesus irresistibly

siigK' "il their I wn fi.iraphrase ; t'ley ob\iously mean; "A 1 the
Fathc r h.ith sent nie to do a certain work, I, in my turn, do now
'cnd yi.u to continiu' and p-rftct the same. And as my work
w.is ni>t simply that i>f D 'ur or teacher, but also that of
Priis! ancl Ruler ni t\w Church— so shall yrni be in my ol.ice

fh visible p le^ts. t;aclurs and rulers of the (Jiiirch."

Rc[x'at<dly di cs Christ declare h\-, Church to be a veritable

KinKdom in spirituals,— a Kingdom in this Wi rid thmigh noi
of '.liu world. Now. a tru<- kingdi m enjoys the prerogative of
full S vep'ignty. Hence it is that our 1 'rd extends the right

I if -I'Ver^igi.'y to those wh<iin He sets i.ver his (!hurch. His
words to I '.It eff<ct cnuld net be more explicit: "And I dis-

pose to you, as my Father liatli dispos.-d to me, a King-
dom" ' I. like .'2' .'().) He imparts his sacerdotal, magisterial

and roy.il powers to his offici.ils : "All pi wer is given to me
in heaven and in earth" (Mat. .-.S' 18).

—"Amen, 1 say to you,

whats-evir yi 11 shall bind upon <arth shall be bound also in

heaven; ami whatsoever yoit shall loose upon earth shall be
loosed also in heaven' (Mat. iS' iS). ,\iid to silence all

cavillers, in advance. He makes his Evangelist add in as many
words: "Calling tig<thcr ti.e twelve Apostles * * He gave
them power and dulhonJy' l.ukc <)' I ).

He as-ures H's Ap sties fhit tiiey are to continue and
endure to the <nd of the world— in their successors, of course,

for iio\v could tliey olhcrMis')—and that, iseipiently, their

cssiittiitl or episco])al office—/.<., their imp lal and strictly

ottjciiil "pow<'r and authority"-- is n-^ 1 to \v icmeral and for

a few years only, bat -hall last "al. day e'. jn to the consum-
matim of the w rid" 'Mat 28' 20,.

.\'or arc their e) i-c i| a' "power and authority'' to be frac-

tional and ir.ad iiii.it hey sha!. iprisc "all iK>wer" nr-

cersiry— tile full leg. ' ve, judir.', and executive p wers

necessary—th' sovereign power absolutely necessary to keep

the wor'd-diffus'.d Church compacted into one Body (i Cor.
10' 17 —to save her from schism (l Cor. 12' 25)— to preserve

h r from heresy (Tit. 3' 10)— to guard her, guide her, and
sanctify her.

We are only rehearsing here the doctrine of Jesus Christ

and of His Church -a doctrine which .S. Paul, addressing

himself to the bishops and to the pastors of his day and of

all time, translates into the following terms : "The Holy


