2647

COMMONS

2648

Ralph Balderwood’s words were absolutely
prophetic. The hon. member for Red Deer
made what I regard as a little slip of the
tongue when, in speaking of himself, hav-
ing previously been referring to the minis-
ter, he said: , I, at least am not speaking
with any selfish or grafting mptive,” 1
characterize that as a slip of the tongue
because it would be a very harsh criticism
and a very severe reflection upon his own
minister from the hon. member for Red
Deer. It might be all right coming from
me. The hon. member for Red Deer prided
himself lastly on the fact that he had taken
a certain stand in politics. Among the ten-
ets of his peculiar political creed, and I
m}ghﬁ say that in this he does not agree
with the rest of his party, is that he does
not believe in class distinction, but in the
next breath he said: ‘I am a farmer.” Is
that not taking credit to himself for be-
longing to the great party of Canada?

Mr. M. CLARK. I did not ask to be
made a commissioner on that account.

Mr. CAMPBELL. The manner in which
suggestions from this side of the House are
treated is most regrettable. If a Conserva-
tive introduces a resolution which is in the
interests of Canada, the other side, for poli-
tical reasons, I cannot attribute it to any-
thing else, absolutely reject it. I would re-
mind my hon. friend of the words of Holy
Writ, ‘Can any good thing come out of Naza-
reth ?’ I am strongly in favour of the
resolution proposed. The farmers of the
west, the farmers of all Canada, are de-
sirous of having representation on that
board. They represent the wealth-producing
people of Canada. They have a right to be
heard, they have a right to be listened to,
and their wishes should be granted.

Mr. J. P. MOLLOY (Provencher). I am
surprised at the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Macdonald in criticising the quali-
fications of the present Minister of Agri-
culture. I believe and the people believe
that he is the best and most competent
Minister of Agriculture Canada has ever
had. He is just as much a farmer as the
hon. member who has just spoken, and a
great deal more; I believe he pays more at-
tention to the farming interest of this coun-
tiy. I have heard it stated during the last
campaign that the three previous Ministers
of Agriculture were not aware that milk
came from a cow.

Is it necessary that this appointment
should be made at once? Did the member
for Macdonald (Mr. Staples) introduce this
resolution because a constituent of his is
looking for the appointment? Because he
has canvassed members from the west for
assistance to get that position. Perhaps it
is. The hon. member says he is a political
opponent, but in that case my information
is not correct as I was informed before

Mr. CAMPBELL.

this resolution was written that this gentle-
man is a supporter of the hon. member.

Mr. STAPLES. The hon. member has
asked a question and I have a right to
answer.

Mr. MOLLOY. I did not ask a question.
Mr. STAPLES. I rise to a point of order.

Mr. SPEAKER. The hon. gentleman has
the floor.

Mr. MOLLOY. Whether he is a supporter
or an opponent of the hon. member for
Macdonald (Mr. Staples) makes no differ-
ence to this. House or to the people of this
country. I am surprised—and pleased to
hear—

Mr. STAPLES. I rise to a point of order.
The hon. member for Provencher has stated
that I mentioned a particular individual to
be appointed to that board.

Mr. MOLLOY. No.

Mr. STAPLES. I never mentioned any
name.

Mr. FIELDING. That is not a point of
order.

Mr. MOLLOY. I am glad that the late hon.
gentlemen who had a seat in this House
and who was appointed to the Railway
Commission, now that he is dead, received
some credit from his political opponents.
They say in the west that the dead Indian
is the good Indian, and I suppose hon.
gentlemen opposite think that the good
Grit is the dead Grit. :

I hope that this appointment will be
made shortly, although there is nothing on
record to show that the country is suffer-
ing. I believe that the present members
of the commission are quite capable of
handling the business that comes before
them to the satisfaction of the country, and
it is admitted by hon. gentlemen opposite
that the work is being well done and in  the
interests of the country as a whole. I can-
not accept or follow the advice given by the
hon. member for Souris (Mr. Schaffner)
that we should follow the example of the
United States and entirely eliminate poli-
tics in such appointments. I hope, if it is
necessary, as I believe it is, that the vae-
ancy on the board will be filled as soon
as possible and this government is quite
well qualified to make that appointment at
the proper time. I said I hoped it would
go to the west because I am a western
man. So far as I am concerned, I would
have pretty nearly every appointment paid
for by the people of Canada go to the west.
Let them all go to the west, and I hope
this one in particular will go to the west,
and if a farmer is the best available man,
let us have a farmer by all means. If the
best available man is not a farmer, then
we do not need a farmer and I hope one
will not be appointed. The very fact of




