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Liberals cani say, and tinat is thaf tliey wý%ere
flot afraid of liaving a plattorin and diii
make a platforrn whicb met the approval of
tlie miass of the people. We did nef ]lesi-
tate to caîl fogether fthe representativeS of
Liberal principles in order thatt we miglif
prepare a platform which weuld suit flie
requirements of the country. But liow is
It witlî my lion. fricnds opposite ? For
sone vears w-e tiare lad discussions among
fhem as to 1mw they iiiiglit get a platforni.
Agin anid again we have Laid it annouîîced,
that at sorne future timie, flic next summier
Or the îiext recess, somie timie !in the early
future. a great Consert-atire conivention iras
to lie held for fthc purpose off framing n
plafforini. iliait convention, hoirever. lias
neyer yet 1)cen lîcld. My hion. fricnd the
leader of tue opposition ()Ir. If. L. Borden)
iras reîinided about is fillure f0 caîl such
al convention. Let mie rend f0 liimi ail ex-
tracLt f'Pol' oite of tue plipers ;andi in culer
flînt I rnay tiot Le ch;irged w'itl paýrtisanjI-
slîip. I sliali read front a Consorvative lia-
per. ITere it is, ini stktniIg lieajdlinesý :

A Cuuiser-atiîe, conveîntion i.- leiiiiledj Ly
wîesternî iien.

Mairk yon, 'Ulr. Speaker, ' demandeul.' Aîîd
dcnîanded f'or irlitit purpose ? To drair upni
n adx anccd platforrn.

Wiautpileg, Septetaber 18.
Ye-tucrdai. Pc i. L. Ilurden, leadler cf flie

Comîttuits o~positi, spetît ini Viliiitipeg, aid
was iti (cinl seiren fu the ti ilie ni ti thle
leader utofflic paîtv ii Witilpeg attii Manii-
teint. A pwt iltin w Vas îîi-uîteîl fto hit (lu-
rniandiiig fliat lie t-tii a btig t 'ttîerx ative euîi1-
venti un tu t1ia ti 1 îî 1 a ai-gres:il-e a iid adt-

vancetd platfcrîni.
rFlî o airea dy liad flic liai i fax piatforin,

îvhn-l lii lîeî lîuhislied ati scattercîl
to the ide worhd. But fliat nrsfot good
enougli. It î%vas iiot littoral enoîiglî, broati
enougli andi advancedi enoughi. So tiiese
Cons;erraitives niet the lion, gentleman. and
fhey tact irni-if itot -ilh a siiot guni, iifl
sonîetliing very nincl lilce if. They wiated
1t11i, nlot f0 dictate the plafforin, but to get
the party to malte eue. If w-as pointed ont
to my« lion. frieud finît enly byv holding a
big Cotnvention (0ou1l pîwpeî' enthlusiasi be
aroused -anti a itlitforni, agrecable to hotu
cast andiiet lie forînulated. But fliere
iras no platformi, and I suppose fiLit le flic
reasen why fliere iras not mut-h cntliusiasml.

The petifion statet inl plain termeS that if
the request w-ere itot graîttedtie flicspport of
the pairty lut Winuîipeg ani Mjanitolta aiu11d
likely iii Albierta, Saska-itcleieuanai Biitish
Cetumnbiai woîild lie withtlrawn.

Mr. LALOR. le that flic 'Bye Otnr

Mr. FIELDING. Ne, if lse lc tttiwa
'Evening Journal,' editeti by a gentlman
wlio, iointly w'ith flic corresponticnt of flic

Toronto 'News,' rnay lie describect ns flic
tiro clesest politîcal friende nti apologiste
lu journalieîii ef my lion. friendti li leader

Mr. FIELDING.

of flic opposition (Mr. IL L. Borden). At
t111 exents w-e haýve flue condition of affaire.
Tii Liberals lad enficient faitl in lu lir
leaider andit their principles anti their aliulity
to agrec on questions of principle, f0 assemn-
hie togetiier from occan f0 occani, in
the city of Ottawa, under flic sha;-
doir of parliarnent, andi lay don flic
policy -hicli flcy flîouglif flic coliu-
try coulti adopt. Anti w-latcî-er lion.
gci1itlenicnl opposite nîay say regarding fliaf
îtolicy, titis wiii stand f0 tue credif of flic
Liuerai party, thaf, acconding fo flic truc
prlnciles cf Liberaflisanthflc' diii ncf altoir
-iro or Ilîrce mien fo g-et togeflier tai a dark
clianîler and devise soîîîcflinig, and say
rhis te fblc flic policy cf our party. No,

tliey gathereti tegeflier tue represeuttitives
cf tue îîîass cf flic people, flic represcîtta-
tires cf flc eîtcre cf Canlada, and tlîe3
îîîtde a plafforni w-luth lias licou flîir guide
froia flat day ti flue.

M\y lion. frienti niadfe corne references f0

flic Iost Office Deparfînlent. -lid calte
for a passing nlotice. Ile sanidtiaît lie liati
jîîst iteca otît w est, anci liati discovereti
itît flic postal service fliere, andi lc lie-

t ttî td gelicrall3-, w-;s !i a x-ery iîiehiicit
î-îtîitiic. Wcll, if' flic Serv-ce wlioli le
reîttiereti te-day lie ineffîcient, !i Heaivon' e
inie w'lat must have iteen flic condtition
la 1896 ? Tliore le ne doîtarfiieit cf flic
s-' rniaci1 i et mîicli lias ticite mlore o lui-
î>roî-c hie facilities ndf C-olîiice cf tuec

t ai:ttiipeoffle. i tic rtio say iliafI if lin s
dloue ail it slîoîîld. in bite siteutli fi-cuthbe

rioe lihO e havîe flic docîtrattoi tfliat flic
sîitlute liicli litre lîen acicuîiîilitinig

it tui djîr-iicii slîcîild ;tîtd îxill ite. p-
1tlied hli seciîrtitis itîcie littoral aeîîîoa
flou for flic peolte. Batl let lis itot owit to
tdce itotiee cf flic frcaîndoiis pregrese
-idi liasý liean matie, it 1893 or 1804. flic

lion, ni cîwbcr for NouftliTor-oîtto (Mr. Poster)
miii reniember la cite cf lits budget saoes'liý

lic, said thaï: scule portionî er fli('cCaîidin
uteofle more clanieurjing for a tir-enit ta-
suc:îd cf a flîre cent rate, bat titt ble
tonîtry could not afford if. Anti sO lonîg
is tue bon. gentlemîtan (MUr. PFoster) reiaiiiet
ini îpoîî-r flic country dîti net afferd if.

Wlaf mas flic Contiltion cf flic Posf Office
Depnrfîîîeut af flic Close of tflic act year cf
(onservative nidniiiîisfrafion *Y Tîtere mwas
a deficit cf abolit $650,000 on fhiaf ycar's
operaitisi, nd flîcro movre accumutlationse
i)f deficits off fermer yc-are te anl anicuint
soeemiaf l cxccss off $650,000l; anti a vote
liad te lie talcea fo clean up flic olti ne-
count aad pay off flic cli deficife. But In
180ý(6 thiese lion. gentlemten, mueo are eup-
poseti te possees lu sucli an exfraerdinary
degree flic instinct eof gorerumont, liad te
give place te oflier nlien-we are tee mcd-
cst te sny bof fer mcii. WLat flien hap-
lîceti ? I tiare nlready folti yen fIat flicre
avas an accumulafed tieficîf In 1896 besities
-i dleficif for flic ycar. But whlit lias been
flic resait since? lu 1907, insfeati cf a de-


