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PATRIOTISM VS. PARTY.

T meeting of the kditonal Assocition of New Jersey,
the following essav on Patriotism vs Party was read by
L. O, Stles, ot “The Jessevman,” and will be found
worthy of the attention of every Canadian editor :

In civtdized countries it must be admitted that these shall be
otder, and Law to enforee that order, and in our form of goseru-
ment there must, of necessity, be political parties, elosely con-
neeted with the people, through which the laver may legitimately
deelare ther preferences,

The prineiple on which a government like ours rests amd
exists is that each qualified voter mast have the night to vote with-
ont fear of violenee, for whom e chooses, and that his vote
shall bee honesth counted and given its legal weight and effect
imcrery tespect. 1 this condition should prevasl all over the land
then should we have reached the pefect fraition of hope in this
duection,

In the formation of political paries there must be those who
lead and those who follow,  This is true in eversthing, and it is
tight and necessary that it should be so,

Omrs is 2 pew country, and here free suifrage is on trial on a
gigantic seale never hefore attempted in the wotld, and in view-
g this matter let us not ovetfook the weakniesses that already
threaten, and which no intelligent, thoughtful person can have
failed to consider.

The patentar weakness which has been made only oo
cvident of lates is the hold that political bosses have obtained
over large and agnosant masses of voters, together with another
shameful fact, thas many intelligent persons 2o with their pany,
nghtor wiong.  Nowat is a selfevident tsuth that no man should
sacrfice a principle in order that he may adhere o his party, A
wrong can never be made nghts not even in appearance. by
glossing itener with party paint. 1t would seems that very many
have forgotten that we should be panots before we are panisans,
and fadure to remember this, and to act upon it gives the boss
and the heeler the npporiunity they so eagerly embrace to pro-
secute their nefarions work.

No man can be a good entizenin the highest and best sense
ot the word, who thinks wmore of pany than countre. “The bass
who wakes merchandise of and speculates in reputations, cmcks
his whip, and - with shame e we obliged to admit it aearly
every one i the panty staaightway obievs orders and steps in the
traces for fear ol being called inregular, without stopping to con.
suder momabing, or justioe, or very olten, cven deceney, and so we
have come to beo i luge measuare, a country raled by corrupe
bosses, coldhloodedand heartless, who exaet from their miserable
victuns the tl) pound of tesh, andalways manage to ke good
care of themselves, They have noteputation to lase, are perfectly
mdutfesent 1o the opamon of tespectable people and care nothing
o1 the teputatiens of others. They are inat for the grtitication
of ther own ~sctishicnds, and love of. or duty 1o, country never
has a place m thar masctable souls,  When we have this
state of altws s e that goeod peoply, regardless of panty,
waked up

Now, what have we, gentlemen, to do with this as represen
tatnes of the press ol New Jersey - Planly and most evidently,
we should have much o do weh o We are supposed to
Iagely lead public opimon, and if we have in anv measune tor
forted this great dnvlege, then we shouid, straightway, take an
mventory of our monl eifeets, and see whether or nat there
be any true patiiotsm repaiming in us, Doubtless we shall find
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a great deal left even though it be a little rusty from lack of use
and we shall do well to nurse it carelully  the times and our
aell respect demand it. We shall, however, be obliged to gt
down to rork bottom and true bearings in order that we may
pursue a right course. When we find that party demands what
is not right, what is not honest, what is not decent, then it is full
time to pratest in manner so forcible that the pofitical boss will
Loth hear and beed. He can do nothing against our united
efforts. et us declare our independence of him and all his
devious and wicked ways, and, so far as we can, cleanse the
political atmosphere. Surely it is time.

What is a newspaper for if not 1o leid the people aright and
to sound the alatn when political corruption s rife in the land ?
Are we to be considered as mere hangers-on for the loaves
and fishes which we may hope for because we zre always
“regutar?” shall we fear to speak Jest we may possibly lose
something from the party erib?  Are we to be led up to the
party stall and fed and fattened on these ignominious conditions
of sifenee?

et us never degrade ourselves or let anvone clse degrade
us, for when we have fost our good opinion of oursclves, then
hath evervthing of moral worth fled with i, I the party call
has the true ring, if the panty leaders lead aright, we may, and
should, follow: but when the call is to sacrifice honor and
patriotism, let us *kick ™ - and hard ¢

God and country first, and let our patniotisin ever be in lead
of party. “This should be the motto of every one who wishes
the best for his country, and who values jts welfare above the
mere demands of party.

Gentlemen, let us be true to our mission.
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Printers are invited o send for Samples and
Prices of the following Flat Papers, which
are unsurpassed in vahie:

Springvale Luid or Wove
Silver Stream Wove
Windsor Mills Special Wove
Clear Lake Wove

Qur stock of Linen, Boud, Faney and
Twted Papers is very complete.

PROMPT SHIPMENT AND CAREFUL ATTENTION
TO LETTER ORDERS.

CANADA PAPER Co..

13 Front St, West, TORONTO. L l Ml,',E D

578 Craig Strcct, MONTREAL.
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