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6 THHE CANADA LUMBERMAN 0

PROSPECTS FOR LOGGING OPERATIONS

Information from all parts of the Dominion,—Scarcity of Labor in Many Districts, and Wages
Generally High, Qutput of Logs Likely to be Less than Last Winter.

OGGING operations for this winter being
well under way, opinions were solicited
from several lumbermen as to the condi-

tions which have cxisted in the woods and the
prospects for the seuson’s work. By the kind-
ness of those from whom enquiry was made, we
are permitted to publish helow letters from nearly
every section of the Dominion :

ALEXANDRIA, ONT., Nov. 19th,—We would say the
amount of timberexpectedtocome out inthecasternsection
will be about the same amount as usual. The advance
m prices of all kinds of goods, and of wages, will raise
the cost of logs about 25 per cent. over that of former
years, which, we hope, will be offset by an equal ad-
vance in the price of lumber,

MACPHERSOW & SCHELL.

PETERBOROLG, ONT., Nov. t4th.— We expect the saw
logging industries in this locality to yicld about the sanie
output as in the past year, In our camps we expect to
cut about 12,000,000 feet.  The fine weather this fall has
been well taken advantage of in clearing up crecks and
dumping grounds and in creck repairs. Labor is
offering freely, but at an increase in rates over last
season. Supplies generally are plentiful and at about
last year's prices, excepting bacon, which is considerably
higher.

Tutg Dickson Co.

ROCKLAND, ONT., Nov. tath.—At presemt we cannot
srive you information that can be relied upon as to the
intake of saw logs for the coming winter, so much de-
pends on the nature of the winter we may have. Men's
wages are excessively high,and the cost of logs will even
be greater than the very high cost of last season.
Fewer men are in the woods, and with the most favor-
able winter the crop wilit be somewhat short of last
season. The full measure of the shortness will depend on
the character of the winter.

W. C. Epwarps & Co.

OTrAwWA, ONT., Nov. 12th.— Logging operations are
about in the same condition as one year ago, Labor is
much more unscttled and wages much higher, being fully
20 to 23 per cent. above last year. The same may be
aid of provisions and supplies in the main, but not every
anicle. Pork is worth fully 30 per cent. more, also sugar,
beef, butter, in fact almost everything but flour, which re-
wmains about the sume. Hay and oats have not advanced
nearly so much as pork. I think the production for the
winter will be fully as great as last winter and likely more.

ST. ANTHONY LumBer Co.

OTTawa, Nov. 10th.—Regarding logging operations,
we do not think that they willbe quite as »xtensive as last
year, owing to the fact that men are so hard to obtain.
We know of several operations which are being carried
on with not much more than half the complement of men
required, and this scems to be the general complaint in
cvery section Then ggaiun, the cost of labor aud sup-
plies is going to be the means of putting a number of the
smaller operatiors out of business, as they are going to
find it much harder to obtain both men and provisions,
the former of which only can be had on a strictly cash
basis, as the men are very independent now and will go
where they can get the best wages and best attention.
Assuming that we have good weather, we think that the
output will be tairly large, but we do not know that it
will exceed last year s cuy, especially in this section, as
another difficulty has ansen which will prevent two or
three paities taking out as large a supply of logs as they
did last year, and that is the fact that two or three of the
wills have been burned.  There is going to be consider-
able difficulty experienced in the cutting of the logs.

** OTTAWA VALLEY MANUFACTURER."

THRER RIVERS, QUE., Nov. 13th.—From what ! can
make out now I think the cut this winter in our district

(weathes favorable) will be, viz, logs, pine and spruce, @it
tor sawing into deals, planks and boards, ubout sume;
pulp wood logy, spruce, fully one-third more. The cost
will be 12 to 15 per cent. greater than last winter.

ALEX, BavTisT,

CUARLEMAGNE, QuUE., Nov. 17.—\Ve expect to get out
our usual supply of logs this winter, 250 to 300 thousand
pirces. No firms in this district have increased their
operations. The weather has been very favorable for
cutting and skidding, but men are scarce aud all supplies
dearer. The cost of gelting out logs this caming season
will be 25 or 3o per cent. more than last year,

CHARLEMAGNE & LAc OvarkAv Lumngr Co.

Quisec, Nov. 13th —It is too early yet 10 say how far
weather conditions will affect our output.  The Iubor
question is a very important factor, for wages have gone
up very considerably and Inborers are scarce.  Another
difficulty which has to be confronted is the scarcity of suit-
able horses. The cost of supplies will not materially af-
fect the output where markets zre good and labor avail-
able at reasonable prices. Our view of the situation is
that labor being scarce and a large portion of this labor
devoted to the production of wood to be converted into
pulp, the cut of logs to be sawn into lumber will be consider-
ably reduced, probably to the extent of 10 0 15 per cent.
These remarks apply altogether to the crop of spruce
logs in the Province of Quebec.

KING BROTHERS.

AMHERST, N. S., Nov. 20th.—Regarding the output of
logs from this province for the coming winter, our opin-
ion is that the quauntity taken out for 1the regular station-
ary mills will be about the-same as last year. The port-
able mills, however, will not likcly get out over sixty or
seventy per cent, of last yeat's cut.

Ruones, Curry & Co,

YarmoutH, N. 8., Nov. 15th.—~The cut of logs for
sawing is affected by the kind of weather we have in
Janvary, February and March, If we ‘have a fairamount
of cold and snow, cold to freeze the swamps over and
snow to faciliate hauling logs to the river margin, we
will have average cut here,

PARKER, EAKINS & Co.

BEAR RIVER, N.S.,Nov. 13th.—The outlook for the com-
ing season is about as usual, and the result ot the win-
ter’s work will depend catirely upon the supply of snow.
Last winter was scarcely an ’verage cut owing to the un-
favourable winter,but with reasonable good weather there
will be a moderate increasc pver last year's output. The
quantity carried over from this year will be the smallest
in the last 20 years, arid the demand is good.

WoLFVILLE, N. S., Nov. tgth.—Regarding lumbering
prospects for the coming scason, would say, first, that
supplies are about the same price as last year ; beans,
pork and fish are somewhat higaner. Labor has advanc-
ed slightly. Ourlogging season usually being very short,
we seldom have any snow hauling until the latter part of

. January, and even if the coming winter should be a
favorable one, it 1s doubtful, on account of many small
properties being worked out, if any more logs will be
taken out this year than last,

S. P. BENjAMIN.

Lower Stewiackg, N. S., Nov. 15th.—Up to the
present time here the weather has been exceptionally
mild and also rainy—so much >0 that lumbering opera-
tions in the forest arc very much retarded. Supplies are
high and labor is higher. I regard the latter item as
the worst feature in our business, since labor is bath
scarce and dear. The production of logs in this section
is certain to be smaller than usual this winter, from
several causes : First, the scarcity and dcarness of
labor ¢ sccondly, lumber is getting cut away and is not
so plentiful as formerly ; then again the foreign outlook
is not so prémising in respect to prices as at this date

last year.  On account of ¢ syumfey, ."‘
Scotia, last  winter, our { \bermeq o i
prices did not realize high | fity, and oy,
for lower rates, lubor being  arce apg kp ’
encouragement is not prese  for large o, 3
knowing, of crurse, what ks {ofa Winler iy d
If ag unfavorable as last, it - M1 be beiter 1 3

In Nowa Scotin, the larger . -ratory Buie g
business going, but are not  any cas .
more than an average cut, it -ven that sy o
again, a smaller class of aeratory LT
mills, buying up small teacts of timbet 453 s
ing the same into deals. “Truese peogle 1
not nearly so much in evide -ce, They o
without much loss to thems: .ves, und gregs ]
of instances. Hence, all ind.cations POt 1y
production of lumber here, vven unde ihe
able circumstances. The foreiga ke
uvailable stock on band, are not moviog i
contracting, thinking prices too high. Oy,
backwnrd about going into the woods, s
prices, und it \ill soon be ton late to carh ok
cut, even should the European buyers lakebsy

Ane)

57, GEORGB, N.B.,Nov, 1210, ~We ik,
ber un vur river (Magaguadavie) will be oy
year. .

Jous Dy

S1. JOun, N. B., Nov. 121h,—A1 present the
for successful logging operations are por. iy
unfavorable, wages excessinely high and gy
ingly scarce, while supplies of all kinds el
with favorable weather, logging operaties 2
to be less than last year, :

ANDRE Cise

SHEILA, N. B., Nov. 16.—As far as ve
judge there will be about the same quasiity 4
in this district as last season. Labor is s,
cost more than last year, and the weather by
favorable—too much rain all fall; these caess ol
logging more expensive than 1ast seasor, 1) nf
a tendency to reduce the output,

Tracanie

CHATHAN, N. B., Nov. 1gth. —The wealero
0 far this season have been favorable for
atwns, but 1tis too early to make any peafiai ]
winter. The stock wintering nere hasnat yule
up, but so far as we can judge, it will be tb i
as last year. The preparations for loggog
twenty per cent. less than last season, bet § o
favorable weather this ay be slightly decs
only slightly, as men are very scarce, aodn;a.
twenly per cent. over last year's rates. Thepai
visions is generally higher, and the oulat}
season's European markets is not bright, =

1. 8.8

SHEDIAC, N. B., Nov. 21st.—I can harf; 1
opinion as 1o the quantity of lumber thisditid
duce for next season’s shipment, but it wal
prelty generally counceded that the high g
past year will not be maintaincd dunng ibeestid
hence my opinion is that operators will st pd
same extent as last winter—we at least shid oigg
as heavily, Laboris at least 15 per cett i
last year, supplies somewhat hicher, and tbe iy
this part of the province not cncouraging it el
yarding logs.

BRANDON, MAN,, Nov. 17th. We are oy
the camps and intend sending . two healelsg
winter. We are counting on t..".ing out ss{g
feet this year, 4,000,000 feet ft. 1cach azp ¥
out 7,000,000 feet last year, so 1w soc we s
crease our output by 1,000,000 * et. ThopsH
sent are looking very favorable “here beisg i
of writing 2 nice fall of snow, which il i
commence logging at once. U think th: sp
averagge us about the same as ast yar (34
point will bd somewhat scarce. The lupbetar
district has been very slow for the last tind
owing to the shortage of crops wnd bad W@



