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SHALL HARDWO)OD.-.LUMBERMEN,'0RGANIZEI?
The letter of Mlr. Anderson ivhich appears in

another column is designed ta again draw the
attention ot the hard%%ood lumbermen of Ontario
to the wvisdom, if r e' the absolute flecessity, of
organization. It lias long been felt by sornie
engaged ini the hardwood trade that valuable ser-
vice could be rcndered by an association having
for its abject the protection of the interests of the
hardwood manufacturiers and dealers. That no
action lias been taken is, wve think, due ta a dis-
inclination an the part of those interestecl ta take
the initial steps. We cherish the hope, however,
that in thîe ncar future organization may become
more gencral thraughout the lumber trade of the
Dominian, and that one ot the most active as-
sociations wvili be that camposed of the hardwoad
manufacturers and dealers af the pravince af
Onitario. It is not admitted that the necessity
for arganization is greater in this province than
in the otlîcr prot nces of the Dominan, but wvhen
the banner pr( nce of Ontario shahl set the ex-
ample the other!h ill likely foliow.

That provincial associations are preferable ta
a Dominion association wlvI not be disputed.
Indeed, wve doubt if a Dominion associéation ¶vould
be wvorkable, sas different arc the interests af the
hardwood trade in the variaus provinces. For
tliis sanie reason the Lumbermcn's Association
af Onitario wvi)] not, in aur opinion, properly
cherisli and advance the hardwood interestit ai the
province. Without reflecting in thie slightest
degrce upon thîe admirable work accomplished by
the Lumbermien's Association ai Ontario, wve cari-
not ovcrlaak thte fact that as it exists at prçsent it

is essenti-illyan association ai pinemantufacturers.
But anc illustration is necessary in support ai tlîis
contention. It wiIl be remembered that untilantcw
manths ago n discrimination existcd in freiglît
rates an biardwood lumber ns camparcd svitli pine.
At the earnest solicitatioîi atone or two Iîardwavd
manuiactarers tvlic arc menîbers af the Ontaria
Lumbermen's Association, that association inter-
ccded wvith the railway authorities on behiaîf ai
the bardwood trade. The result, as is generally
knawn, svas that rates wvcrecqualized by advanc-
ing therateon pinelumbcrtothatclinrged on liard-
waods, and it is a question if the pine manufactur-
ers do nat naw regret tlîeir intericrence an behali
ai the hnrdwood men. We do not contend that
the railway autharities wvould nat in any case
have taken similar action, as thscy regarded the
time as opportune for a general advancc in treiglit
rates, but the tact remains that their patli was
cleared by the representatians made by the Lum-
bermen's Association.

1t is almost superfluous ta advancc reasons tvhy
the hardwood lumbermen af Ontaria should be
organized. Almost every praminent industry ai
to-day has its associatiair. But if reasons wvere
necessary, we might point ta the discrimination
in hardtvood freight rates which existed for years,
ta the exorbitant ireight rates wvhich are now
charged an cedar lumber, and ta the necessity af
adopting unifarm inspection rules an hardwood
'umber. While cedar and hemlock lumber cani-
not rightly be classed in the category of bard.
wvoods, yet the greater quantity ai the hemlock
and cedar n'anufactured in the province passes
through the hands of the hardwood men, and for
this reason wve believe that these waods should be
placed utîder thc r-are of the bardwaod association.

The adoption of uniform rules ai inspection
would be a great boon ta the hardwood lumber
industry ai Ontario. There are sime wvhos contend
that such action is nat feasible, anîd wvhile ive must
respect their views, wve find much encouragement
in wvhat bas been accomplished in this direction
by the National Hardwvood Lumber Association
ai the United States. This association came in-
ta existence about twos years aga, ivhen very iew
believed that a systemi of national inspection wvas
a possibility, yet to-day it has been adopred by
nearly four bundred af the leading lumber firms
in variaus parts of the United States. The rules
ai tbe association bave been printed for distribu-
tion ta members, but being copyrighted, their
publication in lumber journals is impossible.
Persons in Canada intcrested niay, bowever, ob-
tain a copy ai the rules at this office or by ad-
dressing the secretary, Mr. A. R. N'innedge, of
Chicago. The cansideration of similar rules
wvauld be anc ai the most important questions ta
came befare an association of the bardwood trade
ai Ontario, and wvhether adopted or otherwvise,
the interchange of ideas by practical men wauld
in itseli be af much benefit.

It is not expected that the bardwood lumber-
men will unan*mouisly endorse the sentiments here
expressed ; nevertbeless, we court a free expres-
sion of opinian through the columns ai the CAN-
ADA LuMBi]ER',AN by those wvho féed an interest in
the subject.

With a view. ta pbamoting the formatiom ai
an association, we have printcd elsewbere a blank
iorm. Hardwood manufricturers and dealers are
asked ta, fill in this faim and return it tathis office,
stating wvhether they are in favçr ofithe formation

ofisuch an associatian and whethcr they ii -uj

deavar ta attend a mîeeting for tlîat put Po%#
bc field iii the city of Torlmnta. It is our car-~
desire thant cvcry persoîî intercsted sliould es
ta thmis invitation. Slîould a sufficent l
announce tilcir willinigness ta attend suclij
îmîg, it is probabjle thiat iurther action tvill K! ti 4Rt.l

YHE SELLING OF~ TIMBRIM IT3 W~
Crowîi tiniber limits arc virtunhly put ii~ t

perty. Wlien ofTéed for purchase by prvae W
tcrests, no iavoritisn shauld be shcswn tope
poctive purchaîsers ; it should bc the ilb 1 Lrri

the govcrnmreîîts ta sa airrange the canclitiocý I
tas prevent ns far as possible any advant tge
ing obtainod by ane buyer over another.

The poli,:y ai the différent provincial gon ;stsl
ments in ti e past in respect ta the sale ùc'Iîi ntri
limits hins h~ een ane with tvhicli little fault ý:OuL piî

toînid, and .0e hope ta sec this poJicy cce'îtin - 1f
It is daubtful, lioawever, wbether the cour>e aé~fî
ed with respect ta the sale ai timber limits toý
held shartly by the Quebec Gavernment hîaK
su.ch as wvill give general satisfachion. Ti
is anîîounced ta tic lield on Mardil 28t1.
anc manth from time of wvriting, and yet, s
as aur knowledge goes, no offilkkui nnoitctl
at the proposed sale has been pubhicly mace.
wvriter, with many othiers, miglit have rema~
in ignorance of the sale but for a questioni
in thîe Quebec Legislature by Hon. Mr. 1.l)ta the superficies ai the timber limiits tai bc rThis braught forth the reply tlîat about4iine.
and square imiles had been selected for -,aft

The rights ai prospective bidders wvauld
tai demand that, in viev of the extent of the il
at least three months should celapse betwveàa
first public annaunicemient of the sale and theti
when it is to be field. This %vould give bu1K
time in wvhich ne ha~ve the limits explored, an
mate of tuie timber made, and financial 1 îrr
ments periected. The lack ai publicity MayE
suit, first, in giving one b*.Xier an advantdgc?
anather, and, secondly, in curtailing the rer
whicb the people, through the Government, s
receive from the sale of the limits. l;.Crt

LATH PRICES. lr
The lath market during last year was c. pLn

peculiar, anc affarded excellent apportunitis t~
the speculator tai exercise bis characte!
shrewdness witli large pecuniary benefit. làivr
spring it svould have been passible ta purdc , k.
cither in the Ottawa Valley ar thie Georgiae'qîtr
districts, millions af lath, art wvich the or?
wvould hiave wvillingly tai relinquished
claim for anc dollar per thousand pieces.
visited the yards in search af lumber, and actJ
ivalked aver these piles afilath, little thinking i
their purchase wvauld bc a gilt-edged invesîi hThc Michiigan lumbermer. being deprived ait._

usual supply of logs, had neither lumber ner ir*r

ta affer, and the dealers there, as wvell as l
Eastern States, scoured Ontario in seaDÇ
stock. The result wvas that there wvas a geai. ,P.1
advance in the price af timiber praducts, bu 1reasons whichi can scarcely bc excplaiea,
seemed almost no limit ta, the price ai lath. j
the close ai the year these samne lath wvhichr-
offered eight n'ronths previously at ane dola1
thousand wvere held at $3. 25, and the awnerslnat rit ail anxiatis ta part with then even ai
figure. The advance wvas ane ai the mos4 r
markcabie in the history of the lumber bu -.4 0A1


