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Tnr CANADA Lunserstan is published in the interests of the lumber
trade and ath Justries th ) the Dominion, being the only re-
presentative in Canada of this fi L h of the 3 o¥thin
country, Itaums at giving full and wmely information on all subjects
touching these interests, discussing these topics editorially and inviting
free discuesion by others,

Fspecint pauns are taken to secure the latest and most trust ¥orthy mare
ket quotations from various points throughout the wotld, so as to afford to
the trad in Canada information cn which it can rely in its operations.

Special conespond in bcalities of i pr an
seport w v only of prices and the condition of tne market, but also of other
Tatters specally uucmu:ﬁ to our ! fut corresy ence is not
only welcome, but 1s invited fromn all who have any information to com-
muticate or subjects to discuss relating tothe trade or in any way affecting
it. Esen when we may not be able to agree with the writers wo will give
them a fair opportunity for frec discussion ns the best means of eliciting
thetr Any items of interest arc particularly requested, for even if not
of great importance individually they contributetoa fund of information
from which general results are obtained. |

Advertiers will receive careful attention and libera) treatment. We
need not point out that for many the CANADA LuMBERMAN, with its spe-
cal class of readern, is not only an exceptionally good medium for secuning
publicity, but is indispensable for those who would bring themselves before
the notice of that class.  Special attention is duected 10 ** WanTeD" and
“For SALr” advertisements, which will be inserted in a conspicuous posi-
tion at the uniform price of 35 cents per line for cach insertion. Announce-
wents of this character will be subject 1o a discount of a5 per cent. it

for four successive issues or longer.

Subscribers will find the small amount they pay for the Caxapa Luste
DRRMAN quite insignificant as compared with its value to them. There is
uot an m(?i\'tdu.ﬂ in the trade, or gpecially interested in «t, who should ot
be on our list, thus obtaining the present benefit and meg and encours
aging us to rerder it even nvire complete.

SHALL HARDWOOD,LUMBERMEN(ORGANIZE}R

The letter of Mr. Anderson which appears in
another column is designed to again draw the
attention of the hardwood lumbermen of Ontario
to the wisdom, if rot the absolute necessity, of
organization. It has long been felt by some
engaged in the hardwood trade that valuable ser-
vice could be rendered by an association having
for its object the protection of the interests of the
hardwood manufacturers and dealers. That no
action has been taken is, we think, due to a dis-
inclination on the part of those interested to take
the initial steps. 'We cherish the hope, however,
that in the near future organization may become
more gencral throughout the lumber trade of the
Dominion, and that one of the most active as-
sociations will be that composed of the hardwood
manufacturers and dealers of the province of
Ontario. Itis not admitted that the necessity
for organization is greater in this province than
in the other prov nces of the Dominon, but when
the banner prc ince of Ontario shall set the ex-
ample the others il likely follow.

That provincial associations are preferable to
a Dominion association will not be disputed.
Indeed, we doubt if a Dominion association would
be workable, so different are the interests of the
hardwood trade in the various provinces. For
this same reason the Lumbermen’s Association
of Ontario will not, in our opinion, properly
cherish and advance the bardwood interests of the
province. Without reflecting in the slightest
degree upon the admirable work accomplished by
the Lumbermen’s Association of Ontario, we can-
not overlook the fact that as it exists at present it

is egsentially an association of pinemanufacturers.
But one sllustration is necessary in support of this
contention. It will be remembered that until a tew
months ago a discrimination existed in freight
rates on hardwood lumber as compared with pine.
At the carnest solicitation of one or two hardwood
manufacturers who are members of the Ontario
Lumbermen’s Associalion, that association inter-
ceded with the railway authorities on behalf of
the hardwood trade. The result, as is generally
known, was that rates were cqualized by advanc-
ing therateon pinelumbertothatcharged onhard-
woods, and it is a question if the pine manufactur-
ers do not now regret their interference on behalf
of the hardwood men. We do not contead that
the railway authorities would not inany case
have taken similar action, as they regarded the
time as opportune for a general advance in freight
rates, but the fact remains that their path was
cleared by the representations made by the Lum-
bermen’s Association.

It is almost superfluous to advance reasons why
the hardwood lumbermen of Ontario should be
organized. Almost every prominent industry of
to-day has its association. But if reasons were
necessary, we might point to the discrimination
in hardwood freight rates which existed for years,
to the exorbitant freight rates which are now
charged on cedar lumber, and to the necessity of
adopting uniform inspection rules on hardwood
‘umber. While cedar and hemlock lumber can-
not rightly be classed in the category of hard-
woods, yet the greater quantity of the hemlock
and cedar manufactured in the province passes
through the hands of the hardwood men, and for
this reason we believe that these woods should be
placed uuder the rare of the hardwood association.

The adoption of uniform rules of inspection
would beagreat boon to the hardwood lumber
industry of Ontario. Thereare sme who contend
that such action is not feasible, and while we must
respect their views, we find much encouragement
in what has been accomplished in this ditection
by the National Hardwood Lumber Association
of the United States. This association came in-
to existence about two years ago, when very few
believed that a system of national inspection was
a possibility, yet to-day it has been adopted by
nearly four hundred of the leading lumber firms
in various parts of the United States. The rules
of the association have been printed for distribu-
tion to members, but being copyrighted, their
publication in lumber journals is impossible.
Persons in Canada interested may, however, ob-
tain a copy of the rules at this office or by ad-
dressing the secretary, Mr. A. R. Vinnedge, of
Chicago. The consideration of similar rules
would be one of the most important questions to
come before an association of the hardwood trade
of Ontario, and whether adopted or otherwise,
the interchange of ideas by practical men would
in itself be of much benefit.

It is not expected that the hardwood lumber-
men will unan*mously endorse the sentiments here
expressed ; nevertheless, we court a free expres-
sion of opinion through the columns of the Cax-
Apa LuMBERMAN by those who feel an interest in
the subject.

With a view to promoting the formatiom of
an association, we have printed elsewhere a blank
form. Hardwood manufucturers and dealers are
asked to fill in this form and return it tothis office,
stating whether they are in favor of the formation

‘the speculator

= ] M
of such an associatinn and whether they w )u\ug £
deavor to attend a meeting for that puipog 'f A
be held in the city of Torhnto. It is our car' E
desire that cvery person interested should esp 4 |
to this invitation. Should a sufficent ny 4
announce their willingness to attend such a 5 itn
ing, itis proboble that further action will te x:n' ‘{{\f‘"‘
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‘THE SELLING OF TIMBER LIMIT;, | . z‘“‘“‘

Crown timber limits are virtually puliic ; A

) Byen

perty. When offered for purchase by privay ings
terests, no favoritism should be shown 1o ;

pective purchasers ; it should be the ubje

(1Y)

the governments to so arrange the cond:tioy .L"l'.'".
to prevent as far as possible any advnnngef Lo
ing obtained by one buyer over another. &y

The poli:y of the different provincial goy' .prow
ments in tl e past in respect to the sale of tja! K,r:‘r:"

limits hasbeen one with which little fault coull " gepner

A re
Fhe b

tound, and .ve hope to see this policy coting
It is doubtful, however, whether the course ad}
ed with respect to the salc of timber limits to
held shortly by the Quebec Government hasl.‘
such as will give general satisfaction. The

is announced to be held on March 28th, \v‘j gt
one month from time of writing, and yet, so} Fam.
as our knowledge goes, no official nnnm,m:c?

T anes
3&[;-\\ \

ot the proposed sale has been publicly mace.
writer, with many others, might have remg 38
in ignorance of the sale but for a question o o
in the Quebec Legislature by Hon. Mr. Fly
to the superficies of the timber limits to be off’ "3
This brought forth the reply that aboutinine tt! .3
and square [miles had been selected for sa):\L ¥
The rights of prospective bidders would

to demand that, in view of the extent of the li:} _-‘

TR

at least three months should elapse between{ :
first public announcement of the sale and then’ 3
when it is to be held. This would give suft’ 44
time in which we have the limits explored, an 2
mate of the timber made, and financia) ,nrni'_ .

B

ments perfected. The lack of publicity maj
sult, first, in giving one b: 2der an advantagec ;
another, and, secondly, in curtailing the revbi—' .
which the people, through the Government, shb-

receive from the sale of the limits. g

LATH PRICES. N
The lath market during last year was ¢ _ghem
peculiar, anc afforded excellent opportunitie
to exercise his charactet /-
shrewdness with large pecuniary benefit. [y’
spring it would have been possikle to pum&; o A1
either in the Ottawa Valley or the Georgianf -
districts, millions of lath, on which the ow‘-"f.'
would have willingly to relinquished ™ f
claim for one dollar per thousand pieces. Bz, -
visited the yards in search of lumber, and aad 4%
walked over these piles of lath, little thinking‘k’l ‘
their purchase would be a gilt-edged investz). &
The Michigan lumbermer being deprived oft: 53
usual supply of logs, had neither lumber noi =
to offer, and the dealers there, as well as ja} "
Eastern States, scoured Ontario in seard g
stock. The result was that there was a ge 5
advance in the price of timber products, bu h
reasons which can scarcely be explained, &
seemed almost no limit to the price of Iath.
the close of the year these same lath whicht .
offered eight months previously at one dolla] =%
thousand wercheld at $3.25, and the ownerst |
not at all anxious to part with then even af if
figure. The advance was one of the mos}
markable in the history of the lumber busi 43 ;




