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crimes, that the public anxicty sud alarm sti-
mulate detectives into extronie activity, anid
rouie Up soin witnesses into a degrce of posi-
tivonoss an-d firinnoss of rocollection that ay
1be quite unwvarrantable. Fearful mistakes are
sonietimes made as to the identity of tho per-
son arrestcd and on trial with the actual per-
petrator of some grcat, outrage. But, in such
cases, the more denial by the accused iiouid
not bc greatiy re-enforced, by bis oath. It
costqso5 littli for a felon to deny bis crime!
Of course, lie wouid deny it. TVue truc pro-
tection is the discrimination and carefulness
of the presiding judge, the zeal and cnergy of
thc cotinsci in defence, tho fairness and intcg-
rity of the public prosecutor, and, last and
best of al], the conscionticus and wise caution
of flic jury.

To stin tip, thon, the objections to the new
svstem of the administration of criminal jus-
tire, wc take these points

It wîll be fotind to be compulsory in its
operation, and will force defendants generaily,
in criminal caeto take the stand as wit-
lieSSeS.

lt will compel the guilty cither to criminate,
theniselves, or reiy upon porjury for tlieir
protection.

It wili, to a g reat degree, deprive ail accused
parties of the benefit of the presuruption of
innocence.

It will leatl to sucli ant accumulation of faise
and worthless tcsqtiinony in Uic criLninal courts,
that there wiii bie great danger that jurors wili
habitually disiielieve ail testiraony coming
from any defendants. Z

It -ives to persons who realiy are not guity
of any offence charged against tîmeni no sub-
tantial advantage over tic presumption of

innocence, and is wlîolly illusory as aprivilege.
It tend% to degradc the trial of a criminal

case into a personai altercation between the
prosecutor and Uic acciised.

ht is an experiment entered upon without
nccessity, niot called for by the protèession, not
petitione(I for by any body, dcmoralizing froin
its encouragement of perjury, and useless for
the purpose of accomplishing any substantial
good rest.-4e-A rcan Laic P)cview.

LAW IN ROMANCE.
The law is, after ail, the most romantic of

professions. Happiiy for its inîmbers, iL is
not entireiy conîposed of shceps'kin, and dust,
and docided cases,-" quiddits and quillets,
cases and tenures," as ilamlet lîath i,-of
contingent rernainders or executory devises.
Lt iiath its paths of pleaFýntness, whichi are
net noessariiy thost of Fcrne, Littieton, or
Chlitty, bout are more akin to human nature.
And when we say that law lias it'i remantie
side, we mean tlîat it lias nmore to do than any
other profession with those striking episodes
in incx's ]ives of which writers of fiction have
taken advantage, either to incorporate, in

makirg thcm the grouindwork nf timeir ro-
Maincos, or to iniitate, in 1lèigniing siinular
events as occurring to Uic ereatLures of their
fancy. The iawv secs nmen uinder tie infîtiuenc-
of powerful emotions, in tue coniisiisiorî of'
terrible crimes. It secs the cvii passions eof
suitors ln conflict one with tue other. 1IL secs;
violent and suddon alternation ('roui great
riches to extreme povcrty, and the~ reverse.
Lt secs miuch suflèring and nîuch oppression.
And in ail these it kuîows and titiderstands
the motives, and secs the origof flic
minds of the actors. For these reasons liavc
we Lermed law the most roniantic of profe.s-
sions, and not only the vast collection of CaQsi,.'
cclèNre8, but the rnyriads of unreportcd cas.s.
containing as much that is mnarveilotus, prfv,this beyond peradventure. Ilence it is miot
strange that w-ritcrs of fiction, secking wiîere
they'-can find what nîost will intcrcst tiieir
readers, have often turned to the law~, and in-
voked iLs invaluable assistance in conîpound-
ing a plot, or inventing a striking episode. We
propose, therofore, looking at law in romance,
wbichi is the shade or et8wXov of romance in
law, which seeks to copy, if net to surpass,
the reality in the extraordinary complication
of events and episodes into wbich mon max'
ho led by crime, passion, or accident. Law,
la tiîis spocies of literature,-whiclî, to sepa-
rate fi-or more orthodox law-books in buft,
should be terrned a sort of profane law,-xnay
be divided into two classes: lst, the cases
where the plot turns on a legal point or pro-
eceding in law ; 2nd, wbere the circumstances
of the tale culminate irt a trial la court. Somie-
timoes both are combinod, and thon tîmere la
law to the beart's content. It mnay be little
pleasure to the tircd lawyer, secking relief
ln the literature of fancy after several houri'
sharp) engagement with Coke or Preston, to
flnd their doctrines lying bld, like a snake,
among the flowers of the imnaginîation to whicb
hoe bas wandered for relaxation; and, on the
otiier baud, to the hungry law-student, craving,
with never-abated. greed, the ruaxinis of his
profession, the law la fiction affords but an
unsatisfying inorsel.

Of the flrst class, the stereotyped instances
are those where the plot turus on a disputed
w-ill, a forgcd deed, an altered niarriage regis-
ter, or a contested inheritance. The second is
chiefly occupied by those cases where, after a
variety of advcatures, the hero or heroine is
justiy or unjustly accused cf some crime, gene-
rally niurder. ln these cases, as a court-room
during a capital trial is sure of a crowded and
attentive audience, no niatter how unimportant
the person of the accused; so the author how-
ever duIl may be the reat cf his book, is sure
of making one or perbapa two stirrlng cbap-
ters, aud exciting a final interest in wimicb bis
story may terminate. To a professional rea,,r,
lioNcvcr, this blaze of flreworks is apt te bc
rather tamen, unless truthfüliy donc ; and the
stick£ cf the rockets are painful!y apparent,
mîuclî as a diagnosis cf the disease cf which
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