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coming back again Ly the same, and meeting with the lump, ss
flowing back again ; it joins into the refricted Llements, and so
into clotters of meal. Do this thrice or four times, and 20 yon
may increase it continually, and this must be done ia a stove, that
the dewy spirit may be fostered. I thonght good to tell yeu alse
before, that you must not prick the lump, lest the generative blast
ghauld breath forth, and flie into the air, for so you will Jose your
Jabour ; and there must not waot presently a dewy vapour, which
being carried into the air, and wade to drop, may moisten the
lump, so you will rejoice at tae wonderful incresse : but you must
he cunning in the manual application. Pray do not destroy by
your negligence, what was inveoted by the careful ingenuily of
those that tried it.” .

Oyr bakers would not expect to see this ado made about the
wonders of yeast ; bul we must recollect the distunt day in which
* Nataral Magick’ appeared, and, tbat mmany things now viewed
as merest watters of course, were as mugh prized at their first io-
troduction, as our magical agent the stejm eagine, is now. This
book ends by treating of the hatchiny of eggs—ufter describing ar-
tificial methods ** how our ancestors hatched their eggs,” Baplista
says— A (

** Bt a Cock or Capon will nerform what the hen should; do
but shew him the chicken, and stroke him gently on the back, aed

ive him meat out of your hands aften, that he may become tame.

hen pull the feathers off his breast, and rub bim with Nettles,
for in a few hours, not to say days, be will take care of the Chick-
ens 5o well and give them heir meat, that no Hen did ever do i,
as he will.”

It strikes us,that from something of this sort, came the saying of the
* hen pecked husband.” The poor rooster by being despoiled of
his plumzge, and kept * lieing on netties,”” loses bis coxcombry
and his courage, and is glad to sit down and hatch in quiet ; the
parallel is obvious.

We pow arrive at the Fifth Book ¢ which treateth of Alchymy."
This book is composed of simple receipts for the cleamng
counterfeiting, and tinting of metals. The Sixth Book is of coun-
terfeiting precious stones.

. ** From the adulterating of Metals, we shall pass to the counter-
feiting of Jewels. They are by the same reason, both arts are of
kin, and done by the fire.  And it is no fraud, saith Pliny, to get
gain to live by : and the desire of money buth so kindled the fire
by and of luxvry, that the most cunning artists are sometimes
cheated.”

Theseventh book treats of the wonders of the load stone. The
proeme seems worthy of copying. : :

« We pass from Jewels to Stones : the chief whereof, and the
most admirable is the Load Stone, and in it the Najesty:of Nature
Aloth most apy ear: and I undertake this work the. more williogly,
bacause the ancients left litile or nothing of thie in writing ¢ pos



