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All members of the Cabinet maintain absolute silence regarding what step
will follow the action of the Chamber. Former Ministers and other men
prominent in public affairs declare, however, that the action of Parliament
virtually was a declaration of war.

When the Chamber reassembled this afternoon after its long recess there
were present 482 Deputies out of 500, the absentees remaining away on account
of illness. The Deputies especially applauded were those who wore military
uniforms and who asked permission for leave from their military duties
to be present at the sittinﬁﬁ. )

All the tribunes were filled to overflowing. No representatives of Germany,
Austria, or Turkey were to be seen in the diplomatic Tribune. The first
envoy to arrive was Thomas Nelson Page, the American Ambassador, who
was accompanied by his staff. M. Barrere, Sir J. Bennell Rodd, and Michel
de Giers, the French, British and Russian Ambassadors, respectively, appeared
a few minutes later and all were greeted with applause, which was shared by
the Belgian, Greek, and Roumanian Ministers. George B. McClellan, former
Mayor of New York, occugied a seat in the President’s tribune.

A few minutes before the session began the poet, Gabriele d’Annunzio, one
of the strongest advocates of war, zg)rea:ed in the rear of the public tribune,
which was so crowded that it seemed impossible to squeeze in anybody else.
But the moment the people saw him they lifted him shoulder high and passed
him over their heads to the first row. The entire Chamber and all those
occupying the other tribunes rose and applauded for five minutes, crying,
“Viva d’Annunzio!” Later thousands sent him their cards, and in return
received his autograph, bearing the date of this eventful day.

Signor Marcora, President of the Chamber, took his place at 3 o’clock.
All the members of the House and everybody in the galleries stood up to acclaim
the old follower of Garibaldi.

Premier Salandra, followed by all the members of the Cabinet, entered
shortly afterward. It was a solemn moment. Then a delirium of cries broke
out. ‘“Viva Salandra!” roared the Deputies, and the cheering lasted for five
minutes. Premier Salandra appeared to be much moved by the demonstration.

After the formalities of the opening Premier Salandra arose and said:

“Gentlemen: I have the honor to present to you a bill to meet the even-
tual expenditure of a national war”—an announcement that was greeted by
further prolonged applause. ) ) )

The g:rmer began an exposition of the situation of Italy before the opening
of hostilities in Europe. He declared that Italy had submitted to every
humiliation from Austria-Hungary for the love of peace. By her ultimatum
‘to Serbia, Austria had annulled the equilibrium of the Balkans and prejudiced
Italian Interests there.

Notwithstanding this evident violation of the treaty of the Triple Alliance,
Italy endeavored during long months to avoid a conflict, but these efforts were
bound to have a limit in time and dignity. *This is why the Government felt
itself forced to present its denunciation of the Triple Alliance on May 4,” said
Premier Salandra, who had difficulty in quieting the wild cheering that ensued.
When he had succeeded in so doing he continued amid frequent enthusiastic
interruptions:

Italy must be united at this moment, when her destinies are
being decided. We have confidence in our august chief, who is
ing to lead the army towards a glorious future. Let us

ga around this well-beloved sovereign.
Since Italy’s resurrection as a State she has asserted herself
in the world of nations as a factor of moderation, concord, and




